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J^ H 1 8 little lounging mifcellanf /tfpires to 
the Jinpdar praife ^ being beneath all cri" 
Mci/in: ^ ' 

For w/jo wouU Inai a fly upon the v. heel f 

V 

It is^ in mo/i inftances^ a mere iranfcript of 
literary chit-chat^ fent to the prefs in the ori^. 
ginal carelefs and unjiudied expre/Jion* Ho" 
race Walpole was not one of thofe who regard 
cdnverfathn as an exercife of gladiatorial ta^- 
lents^ or who Jludy moral maxims^ and ar-- 
range bons^mots^ to be introduced into future 
colloquies. } Complete eafe and careleffnefs. he 
regarded as the chief charm of converjatton. 
To have employed therefore a more ^^ated 
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^V PREFACE. 

^yle, or more formal arrangement, in ihefe 
trifling pages, would have been fo far from 
an improvement, that it would have dejlroyed 
their genuine effed. Bicffon has remarked, 
that a nian^s clothes are a part of the indivi- 
dual animal, andpafs into the idea ofthecha- 
ra£ler. As this work walks forth in defha- 
bilk, it will afford a more faithful refem- 
blance, than if it were pranked in velvet and 
gold lace. • ^ 

If ^ritidfm can be applied to fuch a pro- 

dudion'as the prefent, it mujl proceed upon a 

jujl idea of its feeble nature, and hejitating 

pref en/tons. It cannot be ejiimated as a lite^ 

^ary trodu£lion : 

' Nat 'hac UQvJmus yJfemhiL 

It muJl be weighed folely as a tranfcript of 
converfation, which may be both amufing and 
iri/irudive, .and yet never afpire 4o^ the^ re- 
jearch, feleBion, and arrangement, necefary 
for the public ear. 

This apology may. be requiftte for the edi^ 
tor^s difregard of any plan, or connexion of 
parts, in^ the prefent mifcellany, which con- 
tains anecdotes, remarks, letters, bfc. l5fc» 
juji as they were regi/lered, or happened to 
Jlart from memory, or from the drawer. It 
would have been a matter of flight toil to 
have arranged the whole under diftin^ heads,, 

had 
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bad not the abfence of art^ and the want of 
crdvr^ been conftdered as charnis of the lana- 
fcape. Maxima eft ars celare artem : hut 
here^ as no art was required^ there was none 
to b^ concealed. The native ' graces would 
only have been Injured by the heavy labour of 
formality. 

In our language it is believed there is only 
one legitimate colledibn of this kind^ the Ta- 
ble Talk of Selden'-'^and the form and ftze 
of this little- volUme is calculated to be ar- 
ranged by the curious on the fame Jhclf. Bui 
from the date^of Luther^s Table' Talk (which. 
Plight admit of an inter ejltrig abjirailj , 
down to the latefi French Ana, fu£h produce 
tions have ahony^been cofifidered as altars ^- 
reiledt^ merits as chief tefliriwhies of literary 
efteem. And fo exuberant were Mr. Wal- 
poW^s mental riches^ in the ready cafh of anec- 
dote^ wit J judicious remark^' epijiolary ele- 
gance j that his wartne/l' or coldejl friends 
need not tremble at this publication of his col- 
loquial fentiments. When the idea was fug- 
ge/iedy his modeflf declined itj on the groun d 
of the non-importance (as he always inftfted) 
vf his literary character : but he furnifhed 
the editor with many anecdotes^ &c. in his 
own hand-writing ; and as the fecret was 
buried in the editor^ s bofom^ Mr. Walpole 
himfelf muft have mentioned it to one or two^ 
for^ in a letter to Dodlor Warton^ he jvfily 
ridicules the idea of his undertaking fuch a 
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work himfelf. Julitu Cafar and Tacitus 
made colledions of the pointed fayings of 
others ; but it is no wonder that the idea of 
his preferring his own fhould have appeared 
abfurd to a mind fo replete with a fenfe of 
decorum and propriety. As the dejtgn *^)as of 
necejjity pojihumous^ delicacy on the one fide^ 
and modefiy on the other ^ prevented its he^ 
ing mentioned above once or twice ; and the 
only allufion to it in his letters^ is in that of 
Augufl 1789, ^^ I do not i^mt you to throw 
a few dajfies on my grave y*^ bfc. 

Several fpecimens of this mifcellany have 
already appeared in one of our befi literary 
journals^ ^ and have been favourably receive 
edn It is hoped the work^ now fublifhed^ 
complete^ will meet with equal candour. A 
few ether anecdotes may. perhaps arife to me-^ 
morvy or be commmicated. by others ; but in 
no cafe fhall the prefent form of one fmall 
volume be e^eeded* The editor of the Me^ 
nagiana to one fmall volume^ firfl publiflyed^ 
added by degrees three others^ confifiing mojily 
of compilations of his own^ a mxture juily 
to be reprobated. 

Tet, however anxious the probity of an 
editor may be^ in a collection of this kind^ de^ 
pending much on esadnefs of memory ^ it is 

impof 
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irnfoffible to avoid miftakes. ^ A iak ^ fold J^-^ 
teen yean ago^ may innocently be afcribed to a- 
ivrong perfon ; or an expreffien miftated. Such 
unintentional lapfes the reader will forgive ; 
nor will he ^ it is hoped^ be inclined to blame a 
few excurfionsy ufual in the French Ana, the 
ipUrodu£iion of Jhort papers^ quotations^ &V. 
&ftiy referred tOj otjilently read over^ in the 
feal conferences. Such a latitude has always 
teen cdlowed in mifcellanies of this denomina^ 
tion^ as tending to enrich and variegate the 
original matter.^ 

Some of the, letters are very brief and un^- 
important; but Mr. Walpole*s epijiolary 
Jiyle was fo gracefuly that even fragments of 
it become valuable ; and the reader* s curiojity 
may be occajionally as much gratified by afhort 
note from fuch a pen^ as by a finifhed epijile* 
^0 borrow a metaphor from his favourite art^ 
the Jlighteji Jketch by a majier-painter will 
always be highly valued by connoijfeurs. 

Of the anecdotes y "i^c. many ^ perhaps all^ 
nay have been heard from Mr. Walpole^s 
mouthy by numerous other friends be/ides the 
editor. As to apophthegms apd jejlsy fo few 
have pretenfions to real ioveltyj that fome of 
the frefhejl in our daily papers may be found 
in Plutarch and Hierocles. In fuch baubles 

B 4 . the 

* Mr, IValpole hmjelfhas perhaps too much extend- 
ed the term aoa, by calling a coUeSton of portraits ^ to 
iilujhrate Sevtgne's Letter/^ Sevigniana. 
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the manner and feleilion an chiefly U be mt^ 
ed ; the ^M may be as old as Adam^ but the 
fabric confliimtes it a modem toy. 

Mr. Walpole made fuch repeated viftts to 
Parisy andpajfed fo much of his time in the 
frji companies there ; he m)as heftdes fo fond 
of Trench manners^ and French books ; that 
a cpn^erabk Jlmr4 of his converjation was 
o€€%^i€d VHtb mocdotes of that joiL Hence 
the nmnber of this do/cription to be found in 
the prefeni empilation ; memi of whicb^ no 
doubt^ may €9(0 in French Publications^ as a 
bon-ma is never 10 in that country { and 
Jonie he may have repeated from recent 
reading 
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Irl AD this- ekgant "writer, who umted 
the good-fenfe of Fontenfelle with the attic 
fait and graces of Count Antony Hamil- 
ton., compofed memoirs - of his own life, 
an example authorifed - by eminent names 
ancient and modern, every other pen muft 
have been dropped in defpair. But his 
literary modefty was invincible : his efforts 
as an author he always undervalued ; aiid 
in plain truth, independently of this dra- 
ra^er, his life' would have afforded few 
and barren materials. An idle life - muft 
•always be a dull one, in every fenfe. 

B 5 Nor 



X . BIOGRAPHICAL ^KETCH. 

Nor need it be concealed that, like Gray 
the poet, he was averfe to the degraded 
imputation of being an author. By; foli- 
citihg mock fubfcriptions for works, never> 
thank' heaven ! to be publiflied, and by 
other mean and devious devices, the cha- 
racter of author had, about the time- of his 
birth, incurred confiderable contempt. 
The fafhion of the court, under the firfi: 
and fecond George, muft alfo have had 
its weight with a young man of fafhion^ 
the fon of their favourite minifter ; and 
one fuch expreffion as that of the late 
Duke of Cumberland to the late Mr. Gib- 
bon*, would have eflFeSually ftifled all 
Mr. Warpolifs Jitersiry exertions. 

In another point of view, the charafter of 
author was beneath Mr. Walpole's pretenfi-* 
ons» Ancient pedigree, higlx birth from a 
family to which nobility was the more dear 
as it was the recent reward of fuperior me- 
rit j continual motipn in the firft fpheres of 
life» the refpefl: and deference paid to his 
father and family by all the pride and all 
the wealth in the land, were coAfiderati- 
ons which few minds could have over- 
come J and it is no wonder that the very 
name of Walpole >vas qonfidered as an 

mall- 



* jFqon after Gibbon publHhed bis laft volumes, 
he attended at the duke's levee, who faluted him 
with this elegant flattery^ " What I Mr. Gibbon, 
ftill fcribblc, fcribble?*' - 
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in^Hcnable inheritance of fame, which, the 
dubious celebrity of an author might have 
endangered, but could aq)t,have increafed. 
The whig ariftocracy, to which Mr. Wal- 
pole belongedj^^ heyer yielded to the tory 
ariftocracy iti the claims of faijiily pride 
and ambition: the favourite idol, Power,, 
'was equally adored by both ; the radical 
tiifFerence was on what ^pedeftal to place it, 
on popular liberty^ or popul^ flayery. 
Mr. Walpole's falbionable life, and re- 
peated refidences at Paris, foftered thefe 
inboiti ideas ; and the celebrity of lineage 
continued, unliilpeftedly, to maintain a 
weight far fuperior to t^e mean and mo- 
d^n glory of , talents. 

But, as Voltaire told Gongreve, *? Had 
you been x>nly a private gentleman, I 
fiiould have fpared . this vifit,- which arifes 
foleiy from your fame as an author,*' fo 
Mr. Walpole's birth and death might have 
been limited to a monumental infcrf^tion, 
if his mind had not opened a path to a fu- 
perior emanation of fame. By this im- 
mortal claim, he^ who might have flum* 
bered in a peerage, afpires to a nich in th« 
Biographia Britannica j if a lively writer, 
-wearing his own hair, may have any claim 
among the frizzled wigs of fo many fa- 
mous* parfons^ hierarchic and prelby- 
tcrian. 

Horace 

* '* All men famous in their generation^* fays 
Jloly Writ. 



Horace Walpole was bom in the year 
1 7 1 7 ; the month and day may be traced 
in feme one of the peerages, by any idl« 
perfon who has got fuch books. A An- 
gular alliance joined his father, a decided 
whig, with the daughter of John Shorter, 
Efq. the fon of Sir John Shorter, arbi- 
trarily appointed mayor of London by the 
fpecial favour of James 11. Horace was the 
third, and youngeft, fon of this marriage. 
On the death of this his firft wife. Sir 
Robert Walpole wedded Mapa Skerret, 
who bore only a <ta«ghter» Lady Maria. 

Eton fchool imparted the firil literary 
tinge to the mind of Horace Walpole^ who 
here formed his acquaintanc^e with Gray 
the poet, a name ever to be eminent, 
nvhile genius and literature are revered by 
mankind. About the y^ar 1734 both 
proceeded to complete their ed«w:ation at 
•Gamlyidge. Mr. Walpole was of King's 
College; and bis verfes m memory of 
Henry VL the founder, dated Peb. 1738, 
may be regarded ^ his firft produfltion, 
and no unfavourable omen of hi^ future 
abilities. 

In the fummer of that year, Mr. Wal- 
pole, now arrived at majority, was ap- 
pointed infpeaor-general of the exports 
■and imports ; a place which he foon after 
exchanged for the finecure office of ufher 
-ef the Exchequer, worth three thoufand 

. , pouttds 
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pounds a year. Other pofts foon followed, 
to the further annual amount, of feven- 
teen hundred pounds, his figither being 
ftill in the fdenitude of his power. 
* • Not inclining to enter fo early into poli- 
tical bufUe and parliamentary life, he pre- 
vailed on his father to permit him to tra- 
vel abroad for a few years. Mr. Gray 
was induced to accompany him. They 
left England in March 17399 and proceed- 
ed to France and Italy. Upon their re- 
turn, in May 1741, a difpute arofe at 
Reggie, on their route from Florence to 
Venice. Mr. Walpole liberally affumed 
the blame : but Mr* Gray was certainly 
not th6 mod pleafant or companions; 
and his peculiarities, though thofe of a 
man of great genius and erudition, were 
kaughty, and . impatient, and intolerant 
of die peculiarities of others. The con- 
fcious independence, the inb6rn piUe of 
talents, are often mod unfortunate to their 
poffeflbrs ; while torpid, pliant, and even- 
tempered dulnefs fhakes its head at thefol- 
iy of wifdom. Except a man abandon 
fociety , no talents can render him inde- 
pendent of its forms ; and Mr. Walpole 
was, in every point of view, intitled to 
great deference from Mr^ Gray, whofe 
temper was more inclined to exped com- 
pliance, than to pay it. If ai: the fame 
time we refled that Mr. Gray hkd then no 

wreath 
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wreath of fame, we muff leave his fututpe 
reputation oiit of the eftimatc. In Siny 
other fimilar cafe we ihould have fslid, 
" Here is a man travelling in the higheft* 
ftyle, at the expence of another, whdfe 
Iplendcr he (hares ; introduced by him to 
courts and princes ; in fhort, fo-much ele-* 
vated, that his head becomes giddy, fo^ 
that he quarrels for fome trifle with hi^^ 
liberal benefeftor ;. and, by the ill rem|>er' 
of an hour, forfeits his favour for life, 
and riiins all his own reafonable expe<^^ 
tions." There cah, indeed, be no doubtv 
that, had it hot been for this idle induU 
gence of his own hai^hty temper, Mr. 
Gray would ^ immediately on his return' 
have received, as ufual, a penfion 6r of-» 
fice from Sir Robert Walpole : and it is 
probable that fome peevifh expreffionj of * 
contempt of any fuch remuneration, 
plac^an ihluperable bar betwixt him and 
his friend's intentions. 

To leave thefe painful refleflions on the 
weaknefs of a maii of talents, Mr. WaU** 
pole, upon his return, appears as ntember 
of parliament for Callington in Cornwall ? 
and in Ma:rch 1742 he made an animated 
fpeech in defence of his father, whea a 
committee of fecrecy was agitated,' In or- 
der to examine the conduft of the minifter. 
He feenis, however, to have been difia- 
tisfiedwith his own powers of oratory, as'* 
"^ he 
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he was afterwards a lilenc fenatOT, . though 
his political exifteace continued, as mem* 
ber. for Caftle Rifmg in Norfolk in 1747, 
^d for King's Lynn in 1754 and 176K 
Hia << Counter-Addrefs to the Public, on 
the late Difmiffion of a General Officer'* 
(Conway)^ appeared in 1764. That ge- 
neral enjoyed the particular intimacy of 
Mr. Walpole, as a friend and relation, 
for a long fi^ries of year«> as appears from 
the large correfpondence lately publiflied. 
The fcene of politics was clofed, in 1 767, 
by a letter addreffed to the Mayor of Lynn^ 
announcing the intention ^f retiring*^ from 
parliament. The chief heads of this maf* 
culine epiftle are, that a warm conteft was 
apprehended,, in eonfequence of minifte*^ 
rial corruption, which he fears *Jiwill end 
in the ruin of this constitution and cpun* 
try;" and that he wifliedto, prefeive 
the peace of the bproiigh,- whfeh he 
had reprefented in two parliaments, with^ 
. out offisiring,' or being aiked foiv, the fmall- 
eft gratification by any olii of h}s confti- 
tuents ; ' that j after having fitten above 
five-and twenty years in parliament, he 
can fafely fay> th^t he has never alked nor 
received a perfonal favour from any minif. 
ter, but has been ;guided folely by the 
principles of the revolution^ which plac- 
ed the prefent jfemily on the throne. , 

Though 
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Though Mr. Walpole thus clofed his 
public part m politics, yet he continued to 
be confulted by the leaders of oppofition, 
a diftinAion due to his name, age, and ex- 
perience. He is believed to have approved, 
if not advifed, the noted coalition of North 
and Fox. But he never fufFered felf-inter- 
cft to interfere on fuch occafions ; he was 
a firm and fteady fupporter of the caufe of 
freedom, till the French revolution, oxfub* 
verjion^ as Mr. Gibbon emphatically ftyles 
it in his pofthumous works, (hook and em- 
broiled all the former opinions of mankind. 
The decree for the abolition of nobility 
confpired with his own acceffion to the 
peerage of Orford^ to exdte a decided en- 
mity againftthat revolution; and infenfi- 
bly agamft its pretence of freedom. An 
old man of feventy-three could fcar<:ely be 
expeded to facrifice all his former ideas to 
thofe itew and untried experiments ; and 
even a democrat, if he poiTefs common can- 
dour, will not blame the Eai4 of Orford 
for ftieltering his aged laurels under the 
Royal Oak. The progrefs of his ideas on 
this occafion may be the more eafily traced, 
if we refled that, froni the firft, he Ihew- 
ed a tordial contempt of Rouffeau, arid 
the other French philofophesj fo much re- 
vered by the revolutionills : accuftomed to 
edimate man]by his only real ftandards, of 

hillory 
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hiftory and experience^ he abhorred the 
extravagant ignorance of their theories, 
and their mad attem]>ts to unite the totally 
difcordant principles of reafon and atheifin* 
Himfelf a rational and experimental philo* 
fopher, he preferred an old fyftem under 
vhich many nations had flouriihed, to 
theories beautiful in appeitrancei but which 
might lead to deflruaion. A plain hpufe, 
on a folid foil, was juflly edeemed more 
comfortable than a palace on a land of 
earthquakes^ He always thought a mon- 
arch neceflary to public freedom, nufquam 
gratitir Mertas quam fitb rege pio : but on 
the other hand j he regarded public liberty 
as the chief ornament and fecurity of the 
throne, which defpotifm might render 
odious, and even endanger its fall. Thofe 
felf*i&tere{led fycophants, commonly fty- 
led friends of a king, were by Mr. Wal- 
pole execrated as his chief and mofl: deci- 
ded foci* His politics were, like his reli- 
gion, moderate and rational, not enthufi- 
aftic. He at all times hated democracy, 
which he confidered as a theory too rpfined 
for human nature 4 and fubordinatioh of 
ranks was with him the golden chain of 
Homer. Human life he viewed as a fe- 
ries of unavoidable errors and paffions, 
founded on deceitful appearances, moral 
and phyfical : he did not choofe to anato« 

mife 



mife his miftrefs^ nor toufe truth as anm^ 
ftrument of torment and diforder. With 
him there remained no doubt that the 
mafs of mankind were, of abfolute necef^ 
fijy , doomed f o ignorance ; and that the 
new mirror^ of reafon might daszle the 
populace by a few flafhing beams, but ne- 
ver could 4iftribute a regular, continual 
U^ht. He highly approved a faying of 
Gibbon to the Editor, " Thofe tenets may 
make the people giddy, but cannot en- 
lighten or invigorate them. You or I may 
venture on a fmgle glafs of liqueur ; but 
what would be the confequence if we 
opened hogfheads of it to the people in 
the ftrect ?" 

So much for Mr. Walpole^s political 
opinions, which form an eflential part of 
his boigraphy : and to have omitted them, 
even in this feeble Iketch, might have been 
confidered as a parallel abfurdity to that 
of Mallet, who is faid to have written the 
life of Bacon, without refledlhg that he 
was a philofopher. . 

Mr. Walpole's purfuits, as a connoif* 
feur, and as a man of letters, remain to 
be confidered. 

In 1747 he purchafed a fmall t^enement 
at Strawberry-hill, near TwJikenham, 
which he afterwards altered and enlarged 
in the Gothic tafte of building j andcrowd* 

.cd 
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, ed the apartmeots "with fudi a profufion 
of paintings and curioiides, ancient and 
modern, that it may be regarded as one 
of the moft interefting refidences in Eng- 
land. His fortune, unincumbered with 
mktrimonial expences, or fafhionable ex- 
travaffances, enabled him to ereGt a mod 
laudable monqment of hie love of the arts, 
lie ufed to term it a paper houfe, the walls 
being very flight, and the « roof not the 
.moft fecure in heavy rains ) but in view- 
ing the apartments, particularly the mag- 
.niBcent gallery, all fuch ideas vaniihed in 
admiration. The library, and the dining^ 
,parlour, were built in 1753 ; the gallery, 
round tower, great cloifter, and cabinet, 
.in 1760 and 1761 ; not to mention later 
additions. 

I know not if Mr. Bateman's monaftery 
at Old Windfor were prior in order of 
,time, but it has more uniformity of defign. 
Not to mention minute difcordances, 
there are feveral parts of Strawberry-hill 
which belong to the religious, and others 
to the caftellated form of Gothic architec- 
ture. But fuch is the general effeft., that 
pleafure fuperfedes cenfure, and criticifm 
wiflies to be deceived. 

In 1757 Mr. Walpole here -opened a 
printing prefs j the firft publication being 
the two fublime odes of Gray, with whom 

he 
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he had renewed his acquaintance in 1 744** 
Their fubfequent letters, indeed, befpeak 
a complete intimacy. The next publica- 
tions were the tranflation of a part of 
Hentzner's Travels—- and ,Mr. Walpole's 
Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors, 
and fugitive Pieces. So early as 1747 he 
had appeared as an author, in the iCdes 
Walpolianib, or defcription of his fathcr-s 
houie at Houghton in Norfolk. 

A catalogue of the Strawberry-hill pub- 
lications will be found in the Appendix 
to this volume. But, in eftimating Mr. 
Walpole's literary charafter, it becomes 
indifpcnfible to offer a brief review of his 
chiei produdions. 

His poetry feldom rifes above the mid- 
dling, but has feveral forcible lines, and 
elegant turns of expreflion. Thefe re- 
marks are confined to hi^ Fugitive Pieces, 
for in the Myfterious Mother he afpires to 
the praife of real genius, by the ftrong, 
charafteriftic, and appropriated language j 
by a fkilfui anatomy of the human heart 
and paffions ; and by a ftriking originality, 
which pervades and animates the whole* 

• The name of the firft printer, I fuppofe, was 
Wflliam Robinfon, who appears in " Spence's Par- 
allel," S H 1758. The laft printer was Mr. Kir- 
gate, whofe n^odeft merit was fupplanted in Lord 
Orford's will by intriguing impudenoe, as always 
happens. 
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In the fame clafs may be eftimated the 
Caftle of Otranto, which, however, has 
rather the wildnefe of Savakor Rofa, 
than the ^and genius of Michael Angelo, 
It raifes .expedations whidh are not gra- 
tified«-one read^ it once— H>ne is dilap- 
poinbed, and returns to it no more. It 
has Heverthelefs the meyit of originality ; 
and, if the fpeftres raifed fometimes in- 
jure .the magician, -they at leaft prove 
the power jof ,*his art. Two objedions 
have been .ftarted, thai it Rrft appeared 
as a literary ibrgery^ as a tranflation from 
the Italian by one Marfliall ; and that it 
led the way to maney -wild romances tliat 
have follawed. ^ 

I . If a literary forgery pervert no real 
fad in hiftory or antiquities, but be 
merely calculated to pleafe the reader, 
in the paths of poetry and romance, it 
is innocent. A rigid cenfor, at a time 
whea he is perhaps himfelf indulging in 
*' hatred, malice,, and , all uncharitable- 
nefs,*^ Ihould ferioufly examine whether 
the blame be not more noxious than the 
offence. In the Speftator, No. 542, the 
reader may confult Mr. Addifon*s vindi- 
cation of fuch innocent frauds : and the 
morality of Addifpn nuiy be confidered 
as the refledion of a moft cfear and un- 
ftained mirror. 

2. The 



2. The other bbj/edioxl fuppofes that 
novels, or rq>refentation8 of real life, 
are preferable to romances^ or pidtires of 
an imaginary exiftence. This it denied. 
Novels, both in France and England, 
have proved a public bane, deftruftive of 
female duties and morals, fubverfive ef 
every idea of the dull realities of life : 
and calculated, by ialfe pi&ures of vifion- 
ary happinefs, to excite difcontent at the 
adual and trivial fcenes of human ex* 
iftence* While • life itfelf prcfents fo ma- 
ny qare^ and pangs,' the^ mind, inftead of 
being prepared to bear them vnth forti- 
tude, is difiblved in imaginary feniibili* 
ties— novels impart a kind of new fenfe 
of things, which fenfe of things, as it 
nevjer c«tn be gratified, is an infallible path 
to mi£^, is the grand fecret of beings 
unhappy. Pages might be written oa 
thi& topic i but it is far froDi the prefent 
intention to cenfure all novels^ Many - 
are exqui^te ^compDfitions for minds al- ' 
ready formed; and a. few may even be t 
entruf);pd to unikilful youth. Romances^ ' 
on the; contrary, as they de{n6: tio fcenes * 
of real life, , can never miflead. Youngs 
minds may ieek, >and find where they db 
not.exid,. cruet Others, harih hufbanda^ ^ 
and . br.otjier^ft^ d)^g fwains, ^nocent a- • 
dulteries, &c. &c, ; buteven infancy will 
rarely believe in flying horfes, magical 

palaces. 
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^ psdaces', and all ijhe imfubjdantial fabric of 
romance. Tlie one 13 iludied and revolve 
ed, as a real delineation of life; while 

; the other, far too wild for any fuch fup-» 

' pofition, only ftrikes for a moment, like 
the unreal creations of a magical ian- 
thorn. Romance prefents a cup of flight 
and momentary intoxication, Khile the 
other holds ^ philtre that deranges the 
imagination for life. 

In briefly confidering Mr. Walpole^s 
other profe worte, .the Catalogue of 
Royal and Noble. Authors firft eftabliflied , 
his reputation,! a$ a ;npft agreeable col- 

f leftor of aneqdptes^ , k is,^ nowever, of^ 
ten inaccurate and incomplete* In treat* : 
ing antiquariaji fubjefta e^xtxtme Accuracy 
is required ; and extreme accuracy is uri- 
attainably except . by; exteniiVe reading, 
and fedulous labour; FafliioHable com* 
pany„ and lu^orrious eafe, s«re not fchools 

! of accuracy ; and Ae ^* Hiftoric Do^b£s 
cbncemiDsg(.Rich9.rd III.-' pr^fent melan-: 
choly proofs of tbis: truth* ; Even in t^e, 
recent ki^d^tes of jtbe Memoiti^ deCrram^* 

^ont, Mn.Wii^ 

his author by ^poical miftakes. 

, Thofe wpris of ♦ Mr, JWalpole^ which. 

\oi\ probjbjy be* tepjanted : for tenturies 

' tpconie, are fhia Lcgtter^, The Myfterious 

Mother, arid The Anecdotes of Painting 

in England. If the metaphor be not 

,- , quaint. 
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quaint j the laft may be confidered a$ the 
bafis of his column of celebrity, the let- 
ters as the (haft, the tragedy as a finiih- 
ed capital. The amiable eafe, and play- 
ful elegance, the ftriking expreffion, rea- 
dy fenfe, and graceful turns of his lan- 
guage, were (ingularly adapted to epifto- 
lary correfpondence. 

In our eftimJtte of thofe works, which* 
have furvived expiring generations, and 
withftood the fhock of difcordant centu- 
ries, utility goes hand in hand with ge- 
nius* Hie ufeful page of the ancient 
compiler is placed on the fame fhelf of 
antiquity, with the original creation of 
talent. Pliny's Natural Hiftory, for ex- 
ample, the amazing compilation of a man 
of rank, of a bufy ftatefman, is revered 
as a clailical production, ' as an exuberant 
treafure of ancient knowledge. A mo- 
dern author needs never hefitate to reft 
his chief fame on fo ufeful a compilation 
as the Anecdotes of Painting in England* 
It is true the materials were chiefly col- 
leded by Vertue, as thofe of Voltaire's 
Hiftoire Gencrale were by a Benedidine 
monk. Private curiofity may colle£t ma- 
terials, and form plans : the merit lies in 
oflFering them to general ufe ; the perpet- 
ual praife in fe curing their perpetual ex- 
iftence. 

Even 
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Even In this work a few raiftakes, chief- 
ly chronological, might be correQied j 
but they are fo few, that the work will 
ever be perufed with delight, even by the 
moft learned reader. It is not only an en- 
tertaining and inftrudive book, but has 
a national merit, in contributing to re- 
vive ai>d encourage a general tafte for the 
fine arts. 

• In the fourth volume of this interefting 
production appeared the Effay on modern 
Gardening, written in 1770. The edi- 
tor fuggefted to Mr. Walpole a Angular 
paflage in Tacitus, which loudly indicates 
Nero as the foijnder of this new art. 
IVIr. Walpole feemed much ftruek with it, 
and faid he would infert it in the next 
edition ; but he changed his mind, proba- 
bly not liking fuch. a founder. Yet, If 
poft^rity find a famine arife from the ex- 
tent of our . artificial waters, and forefts, 
aiid delicious deferts, created at the ex- 
pence of unpifturefque .corn-fields, Nero 
may perhaps reclaim. his honours. The 
paflage is fliort. " Ceterum Nero ufus 
dt patriffi ruinis, extruxitque do mum, in 
quo baud perinde gemmae et aurum mira- 
cjLilo -eSent, folita pridem et luxu vulgat'a, 
quam arva, et ftagna ; et, in modum fo- 
litudinum, hinc filvac, inde aperta fpatia 
et profpeftus: magiftris et machinatoribus 
Severo et Celere, quibus , ingenium et au- 

C dacia 
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dacia erat etiam quae natura denegavifTet 
ppr artem tentaTe, et viribus prineipis in- 
ludere." Ann. xv. 42. Which may be 
thus tranflated : " Moreover, Nero avail- 
ed himfelf of the ruins of his country, 
and erected a palace, in which gems and 
gold, ijfu^I ai^d vulgar luxuries, were not 
(o much to be inured,, as the lawns 2sxd 
lakes, and, in the manner of deferts^ 
here woods, there open fpaces and prof*. 
pefts : the mailers and contrivers beiAg 
Celer and Severus, who pofleffed genius 
and emerprife to attempt by art what na- 
ture had denied, and to fpread delufion$ 
mtk prjncely magnificence." 

^e other incidents pf Mr. Walpole's 
life prefent jittle to intereft an indifferent 
reader, ^n 1 749 it was nearly clofed by 
tlie piftol of Maclea^ the ^ighwaymaii, 
which WjBntAoff by accident, adfter he had 
robbed our author, who has told the fto- 
ry, in hi^ ufual pleafing manner, in ^ 
paper ki the World, liis fuppofed let- 
ter, from the IQng of Pruflia to Rouffeau, 
in 1766, is a good fpecimen of dry hu- 
mour ; but it inflajned the difpute be- 
tween that unhappy pbilojhphe and David 
Hume^ who was fuppofed an affociate ia 
the plot. Rouffeaii's extreme nervous 
irritability (often the foil of great genius) 
was the curfe of his exiftence ; and his 
5Rrhole life was embittered by a tindure 

of 



BIOCRAPHICAL SKETCH. xxvii 

of infanity, a peevifli dream of imaginary 
evils, and deiigns againft his infatuated 
felf-importance. The powers of medi- 
cine, compofing draughts of camphor and 
opium, baths and fumigations, would 
hav^ had more efFeft than all the noftrums 
of modern philofophy. But it is clear from 
his Confeffions that his madnefs (he owns 
that he left England in a fit of infanity) 
was like that of a Swedenborg, of a non- 
defcript kind ; that all his nonentities ap- 
pearing to him realities, he never confult- 
ed phyfi.cians, who, by calming the 
nerves, and ftrengthening the frame, 
might have convinced him that a philqfophe 
is only a kind of violin, which founds as 
it happens to be tuned. 

Upon this philofopbical fiddle Hume 
played in the moft tender and pathetic 
ftyle J but the firings were loofcj and the 
frame, though an exquifite *Crempnia, 
was injured, fo that difcords alone were 
heard. Thofe difcords were certainly 
not appeafed by Mr. Walpole ; whofe let- 
ters to David on this occafion defervedly 
aflioniihed that real, mild, unfanatic, un- 
enthufiaftic, and univerfally tolerant, 
philofopher, as betraying a contempt of 
letters and philofophy totally unworthy 
of their author* To judge of a man's 
real and fixed opinions, from a fplenetic 
expreflion, or temporary efFufion, would 

C 2 be 
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be moll nnjiift. Ytt if the reader Ifilt 
relcti^ u> the comtnencemem of thk fligiit 
biographt, he will difcover the due ctf 
Mn Warpole's fentiments, which Hume 
hid not fdfficlent intiniacy nor opportii- 
jiiries to obfetve. The pride of birth and 
ratok^ which th^ phihfiphes^ ind Roufeaii 
in jmticular, attempted to level as ad- 
ventitiotis aiid abfurd, were ever in ftb* 
Walpole's eye fer paramount to the fame 
of arts, Ifetterg^ or philofopjiy* AlcibL. 
ades wis, with him, a perfonage greatly 
fuperior to Socrates : angels, and people 
oi rank, . tivere created ; vulgar people, 
vulgjar painters, vulgar authors, were 
m?ade, God knows how, oh the fifth day 
pf th^ creation, though the event was be. 
iieath the notice of any bible, richlv 
bound afid gilt. ' 

Anodi.er l^id^t, which muft not be 
omitted, fs the unfortunate affair of Chat^ 
teiton. In this Mr. ^alpole has certain^ 
ly.been blamed for mere ccmtingendes, 
which no bene^/olence nDr prudence touU 
have fdt^feert or prevfeitted^ Was he ta 
forcfee that Chatterton ifhould evince 
great abilitie^s ; or that a perfon who be,* 
gan the acquaintance by fending a notdi^ 
ribus forgery, was neverthelefs to turti 
out worthy of patrx>n.age ? Had Mr. Wal- 
pole pibcured an office for Chatterton, 
might not the youth's violent paflioijs 

have 



-have fquandered Hs produce> w/i the 
fyfXi^, ^t^trpphe hay/e occurred ? *^|ut ]]^& 
awn Vindicj^ou w^ll iuffici^tly fytkfy 
^y. caix4id Pfi'^<^ ^n this h<e^d.} d,^d t^e 
dk^rge woijld never hav^ b^io^ heard, 
h^ it n9t been fpunded by two defcrip-^ 
tipiji^ o( prejudiced perfons, thole ejnthu-^ 
fi^s Mvho believed ip Rowley *s authen* 
iticity, or who , regarded Chatterton's Po- 
CTis (now forgotten) *as chif f efforts of 
- jgenius j find thofe who eagerly fougjit 
to grajdfy thj^ir enmi^ty ^gau^ Afr* Wii- 
pole for his negl/e£t of tl^e^ or their writ- 
ings- 

The forgery .of Rowley's luppofed Pp- 

fSf^s not only viol^ed m^y fjafts in hiftp- 

*y .^4 .?ptiquities, fei^t proceeded fp %r 

. a$ t^. fabrication of preteje^ded ancient 

^ jgarchinents* |t is therefore juftly to be 

condemned j but that it ihoulid impofe pn 

liny XD^ of cpip^apn learning is wonder -» 

fuL T,he orthography^ or cacpgraphy^ 

. Jfltyle, manner, &c. 4^c* of . the Engljfti 

language, in tJ\e reigi?^ of Ifen^y V. ajid 

VI. are fo ^eiiiptf fro^ the mocj^ jSaypn 

,. of R^owley, thsyt they are pr^eciifely tihe 

. faflie with thofe in the rei^ of Henry 

. VIII. a century after, as any..p€ffon, who 

^ will take the trouble ,ctf .^^^^niwAg p?Rf rs 

and letters of thqfe pwods,. wiU imni^* 

. Htelyp^ceive* 

C 3 More 
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More relevant to the prefent memoir is 
an obfervation, arifing from the tranfec- 
tion with Chatterton.' A more grofs er- 
ror never prevailed than that which was 
generally adopted during Mr, Walpole's 
Ufe, and which alone led Chatterton to 
apply to him; namely, that he was a 
beneficent patron of artifts and men of 
letters. 

Mr. Walpole was of a benignant and 
charitable difpofition, but no man ever 
exifted who had lefs of the charaSer of 
a patron. He has fomewhere faid that an 
artift has pencils, and an author has pens, 
and the public muft reward them as it 
happens. He might have added, in AnGt 
charafter, that pofts and penfions, and 
even prefents, were the allotted and eter- 
nal perquifites of perfons of quality — ^the 
manna of the chofen people. 

As to artifts, he paid them what they 
earned; arid ht commonly employed 
mean ones, that the reward might be the 
fmaller. The pprtraits in the Anecdotes 
of Painting difgrace the work; and a 
monument confecrated to the arts is deeply 
infcribed with the chilling penury of their 
fuppbfed patron. Yet no one was more 
prone to cenfure fuch imperfeftions in the 
produ6lions of others. 

As to authors, it would be truly diffi- 
cult to point out one who received any 

foUd 
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folid pecimiary patronage from Mr. Wal- 
pcrle. His praife was valuable ; but the 
powers of his voice were not extenfive, 
and never called forth diftant echoes. 
Ghatterton coutd not exped what neither 
Gray, nor Mafon, nor other favourite 
men of genius, had ever feen^ With an 
income of about five rfioufand pounds 2t 
year, a mere pittance for a perfon of his 
birth and rank, it is no wonder ^hat po- 
verty prevented him from ever giving fif- 
ty poundsj or even five, to any man of 
talents j for he confidered an afcetic life 
as very beneficial toi the mentaf powers-* 
Modefty alfo forbad his making prefents, 
or doing, any effential fervices, to artifts 
on authors, who might perhaps, in their 
idle emotions of gratitude, ^ave pto- 
claimed the benefits received ^^ This he 
avoided by filently tranfmitting hk money 
to the bank, that he might cut up fat in 
a rich and titled will ^ or by faying out 
on fome breviary^ or bauble of the days 
of Queen Befs, what might have fave4 
g^niufrfrom defpair, might have invigo- 
rated the hand of induflry, and have 
fecured the pureft and moft lafUng of alt 
kinds of reputation, the celeftial mne of 
goodnefs and beneficence. Had the houfe 
of Medici, his favourite family, been 
contented with their opulence smd their 
gallery, we Ihould never have heard of 
'" C 4 Loren- 
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Lorenzo the Magnificent, nor of Leo the 
Pktron of Letters. It was not the felfifii 
cloud, but the fcattered flnwer, that 
awoke the flowers of applaiife. 

If biography did hot operate as an ex- 
ample or reproof, as well as of approba* 
tion, it would be ufelefs to mankind* 
An academician rtiay pronounce an elcge^ 
and a fchoolboy an exercife, but a jufl 
and candid delineation of human char*- 
ader muft ever *' fmell of mortality,'* 
to ufe an expreflion of Shakfpeare. A 
fauhlefs charader is the creature of ima* 
gination, while the chief objefl: of bio- 
graphy is truth. And, with his faults, 
how much fuperior does Horace Walpole 
appear to thoufands of his rank and 
wealth, whofe faults and purfuits are alike 
beneath the notice of biography ? 

In 1791, by the death of his nephew, 
the title of Orfbrd, tfie miwiflied anad 
fad bequeft of an expiring lineage, re«- 

. verted to Horace Walpele, . at the adyan-- 
ced age of feventy four. It was fome 

. time before he would fign, or affect to^^ 
his new title 5 and he never took his feat 
in parliament. The additional income, 
as he told the editor, was about 38ct>'. 
yearly, but with feveral new and una- 
voidable claims of expenditure. The 

. title is now extinG: : the eftate of Hough- 
ton has paffed to Lord Chdhnondeley. 

A letter 
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. A letter in .this coUedion will fhew Wfr. 
Walpole's feelijigs on this occaiion, which 
only ferved to difturb the repafe cf his 
declining years* The rUew title, the 
^put, ^he French .revolution^ confpired 
^th old age to .teaze this apii^l^la niaqt ; 
^nd his two lafl: iy^rs were unhappy to 

.himfeJJ^ torineiiui^ to the paiieace of 

*. his fervgtnts, ai^d difaurous to fome of i^k 

..old and valued, friendfhipa. On the 3d 
of Mzrchj 17975 he expired ^t his bpufc 

, in Berkelqy-iquare, in the eightieth .^^r 
oi a life prolonged by teniperapce, a^d 

' rarely corroded by >care, .or fiifturbe^ \>y 
.paffions. 

The .ruliiig p^flSion, r^pe^t^flly ^j}ic;i* 
ilated atpve, is ftrongly marked inJtijs \fjfl, 

. will. T-hough he ^ad iU^y ingenious 

friends, apt one flight memorial appears 

of nis love of genius pr talents. He be- 

^queaths" about one hijndred. tl^u^d 

poundsr— '?ind bequqatjis it as .ev^ry pe^^pti 

jjof quality Aould do. 



f" ■ - ' • .'■ * , * . ■ ■ 

The perfon of Horace Walpole jvas 

Ihort and flender, b^ut compad and neat- 
ly formed. When viewed from behind, 
'he. h?.d fome what of ,a boyiih app^arancij, 
owing to the form qf his perfon^ and the 
.JSmpliatY of his drefs. / His fQaj:ures m^ 
\ " ' C s^ '' ' ^ 'he 
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be feen in many portraits ; but none can 
exprefs the placid goodnefs of his eyes, 
which would often fparkle with fudden 
rays of wit, or dart forth flafhes of the 
moft keen and intuitive intelligence. His 
laugh was forced and uncouth, and even 
his fmilc not the moft pleafing. 

His walk was enfeebled by the gout; 
which, if the editor's memory do not 
deceive, he mentioned that he had been 
tormented with fince the age of twenty- 
five ; adding, at the fame time, that it 
was no hereditary complaint, his father. 
Sir Robert Walpole, who always drank 
ale, never having known that diforder, 
and far lefs his other parent. This pain- 
ful complaint not only affefted his feet, 
but attacked his hands to fuch a degree 
that his fingers wete always fweiled and 
deformed, and difcharged large chalk* 
ftones once or twice a year : upon which 
occafions'he would obferve, with a fmile, 
that he muft fet up an inn, for he could 
chalk up a fcore witli more eafe and ra- 
pidity than any man in EngUnd. 

Whether owing to this diforder, or to 
a fenfe of the fuperiority of mental de- 
lights, and clear even fpirits, to the fe- 
verifli delirium of debauch, the perdition 
of memory, and fhe flow convalefcence 
amid the pangs of felf-reproach, he paff- 
ed the latter half^ at leaft, of his life iti 

the 
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the moft ftria temperance, though in his 
youth it is believed he was rather ad- 
diSted to the luxuries of a replete table* 
Though he fat up very late, either writ- 
ing oj: converfing, he generally rofe abojut 
nine o' Clocks and appeared in the break- 
faft-room, his.conftant and chofen apart- 
ment, with fine viftos towards the 
Thames. His approach was proclaimed^ 
and attended, by a favourite little dog, 
the legacy of the Marquife du DefFand 5 
and which eafe and attention had render-- 
ed fo fat that it could hardly move. This 
was placed befide him on a fmall fofa ; 
the tea-kettle, ftand and heater, were 
brought in, and he drank two or three 
cups of that liquor out of moft rare and 
precious ancient porcelisun of Japan, of a 
fine white emboffed with large leaves. The 
account of his china-cabinet, in his def- 
cription of his villa, will ihew how rjich 
he was in that elegant luxury. The loaf 
and butter were not fpared, for never 
tafting even what is called no-fupper, he 
was appetifed for breakfaft ; and the dog 
and the fquirrels had a liberal fliare of his 
repaft. 

Dinner was ferved up in the fmall par- 
lour, or large dining-room, as it happen- 
ed : in winter generally the former* His 
valet fupported him down ftairs ; and he 
ate moft moderately of chicken, phea- 

fant. 
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fant, or any light food* P*ftry he S&ik^ 
ed, as difficult of digeftion, though he 
would tafte a morfel of vdaifen-pye. Ne- 
ver, but once that he drank two g^fifes <^ 
white wine, did the editor fee mm tafte 
any liquor, except ke-walter. A pml <rf 
ice was placed «nder the table, in 'U'hich 
flood a decanter of water, from which 
he fupplied himfelf with his fevourite be- 
verage. This his gucft woiild occaficmii- 
ly fhare, and found it a delicio\i8 refrelh- 
mentv, difFufing the genial warmth imparted 
by liqueurs, without any of their fubfe- 
quent heating ^and pernicious eifeds. It 
is indeed ftirprifing that this luxury of 
every porter in Naples Should continue fo 
rare in other countries. 

If <hi^ gueft liked even a moderate quan- 
tity t)f Vi^e, he muft ha^e Celled for it 
during dinner, for almoft mftantly afier 
he rang the bell to ordtr coffee up ftairs% 
Thither he would pafs about five o'clock j 
and generally refuming hia place on ihe 
fofa, would fit till two o'clock in the moto- 
ing, in mifcellaneous chit-ohat, full of fin- 
gular anecdotes, ftrokes of wit, and acute 
obfervations, occafitmally fending for 
books, or curiofities, or paffing to the li* 
brary, as any reference happened to arife 
in converfation. After his cx^flFee hetafted 
npthing ; but the ftiufF box of tabac 
iPetnmf^^ kom Fribourg's, was not for- 

;gotten. 



tter lo^^od m mwoient ffaiurbt^ urn of 

-i&at, i»iidi$n!!fid to fecure its xooiftaiteismd 

tSttoh i«ris ;a pri»^te ^miny 4dff of rHdxiiee 
W alptde. Tbe fbraipon quii^ly p^fibd in 
-roaaiBiinglhrcmgh thcfwumeroas .^paiftmenfts 
•of the.hottle, jin which, after twenty vlfils, 
vftill ifomething^fiew t^ould occw ; and he 
was indeed conftantly adding frpfti acquifi- 
- tioM. SoMietini^ jt-ivalk ill the grounds 
would intervene, on .which pacafions he 
would go out in his flippers through a thick 
dew ; a&d he ^uever 'Wore a hgt. He faid 
that^ cm his :fitft yifit to rParis, ^he isjas 
aibatmed of his effeoiinaey, when ^he iiiW 
-every litde me^re Frenchman, whom* 
evfinheiCauld Jaave thrown d^woi '\^ith a 
breath, walking without a hat, which he 
'* icrduM »nQt tlo, ^li#*it a :c<?rtai^ty of that 
.difeafe, whiorh €he ^sirermans Jay is ende- 
mial iiL£ngtem}, andis termed by thena* 
lives ie^caUh'f^d. The firft.trinl xeft him 
a flight fever, but he goiover it, aad ne- 
ver. caught cold afterwards c draughts of 
•aity dsnnp rooms, windows ^pen at his 
back, all .fituatioBS were fafike -to him- in 
this refpe<^. He would exenTihcw fame 
little offence at any foUcitude, ^xpreffed 
by his guefts on fuch an oc€«ifion, as *an 
idea anfing -Irom the &ani^g tenderiiels 

of 



of his frame : and would fay, with ^ haif- 
finile of good-humoured ctoflhds, " My 
back is the fame with my face, and my 
neck is like my nofe.;'^ His iced water he 
not only regarded as a prefervative from 
fuch an accident, but he would fometimes 
obferve that he thought his ftomach and 
bowels would laft longer than his bones*; 
fuch confcious vigour and llrength in 
thofe parts did he feel from the ufe of that 
beverage. 

Occafionally he would go in an evening 
to vifit Mrs C^live, to whom he had affign- 
ed an adjacent cottage* The charms of 
that lady's converfation were wonderful, 
a(nd flie was the life of every company in 
w^hich fhe appeared. Though fhe was re- 
garded as Mr. Walpole*s chere, amie^ the 
delights of her converfation feera to have 
been his chief objeft. 

It is uncertain that he ever entertained 
any idea of marriage, though it be faid 
that, after his acceffion to the title, he of- 
fered his hand fucceffively to t>j«ro mod 
amiable and ' interefting fifters, with the 
fole view of exerting all the power he 
had over an expiring peerage, by confer- 
ring it on a female, certainly in every ref- 
pe^ moft Worthy of fuch a diftinftion. 
He was ati elegant and devout admirer of 
the fair fex, in whofe prefenee he would 
exceed his ufu^ powers of converfation ; 

his 
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his fpirits were animated as if by a cor- 
dial , and he' would fcatter his wit and 

petits mots with dazzling profufion. 

His engaging manners , and gentle, en- 
dearing affability to his friends, exceed all 
fn^e. Not the fmalleft hauteur, or^ con- 
fcioufnefs of rank or talents, . appeared in 
his familiar conferences ; and he was ever 
eager to diffipate any ccnftraint that might 

. occur, as impofing a conftraint upon him- 
felf, and knowing that any fuch chain en- 
feebles and' almoit annihilates the mental 
powers* Endued with exquifite fenfibi- 
lity, his wit never gave the fmalleft wound 
even to the groffeft ignorance of the world, 
or the moft morbid hypochondriac bafii- 
fulnefs : experto crede. 

Humane, benignant, to his fervants, 
he was at times even fubjeft to the ca- 
prices of Colomb, his Swifs valet-de- 
chambre. If he ordered a tree to be 
felled, perhaps he was arbitrarily oppof- 
ed*; but no man is a hero to his valet-de- 
chambre, and thofe who know real life 
often feel that it is better to give up~one*« 
inclination now and then, than to lofe 
one's temper ; and that thofe who are coii- 
fcious that they are neceffary will affume 
power. To thofe whofe fervices he could 
difpenfe with he was, at times, fufficient- 
ly ftern, efpecially in his laft years : but 
leaiibiHty <aad anger are nearly allied; 

and 
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and pain and weaknefs will feldom fail to 
irritate the mind through the body: Mj* 
Walpole was abfurdly olamed for the fate 
.of one fervant, a fine. but undeferving 
youth, by thofe who were ignorant of the 
circumftances. Fond of drefs, the youth 
reputedly ftole plate, and fqldor.pawnpd 
it. • Dete^ed, &arply reprehended, a^d 
threatened by Colomh, the poor fellow 
hung himfelf on a tree in the grove. Mr. 
Walpole had not tlie flightell ihare in the 
tranfaSion. 

The mental powers of this pleafing a^id 
interefting writer have already been fuffi- 
<:iently eftimated, and it is almoft.needl^fs 
to add, ;hat thqr chiefly confiiled in ^ 
^xquifite tafte ior the fine arts.; and in 
what the French term lefleur (Tefprity th« 
product of a brilliant uncy^ ai^d rapdd 
afl'qciation of ideas, joined with good fcn(e« 
Thus cndue.d by nature and education, his 
ample fortune enabled him rto . enjoy a 
learned luxury, to .pick all the rpfes pf 
fcience, and leave the thorns behind* \a 
the 4i{tribution of huinap ^ffa^rs, it gene- 
rally happens .that thofe who, nave a de- 
cided plropenfity to letters or the arts ^e 
confined in the gloomy cells of , penury, 
and oppreffed with thofe cares which ^e 
the moft foreign to their purfuits ; whije 
the .delights of free geuius, and -excurfive 
fcience,. ar^ chilled by the fordid ae<jdfi ties 

of 
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of requiring a ilaily mainteiiaiice* The 
opulent, on tlie contrary, rafely paffiefs a 
warm and decided taile fer the aits, and 
far lefs for literary labours : the jgaM of 
diifipation, the oblivion not the enjoyment 
of Ufe> lies between diem and this para« 
^fe. To this paradife Mr. Walpole ^rais 
admitted : and if huma n Itf g can ever be 
faid lo run m a courfe of Regular and 
uniform happinefs ^ that happinefs ^xras his, 
endeared^ perhaps, rather than diminifli- 
ed, by diftant intervals of corporeal in- 
firmity* Surrounded by every objeft that 
can delight the mind or the eye, that can 
excite curiofity, or gratify taft« ; blefied 
•with a ftroJQg propcnfity to fiMne ctoe, or 
other, interefting purftik (the very leer et 
of human felicity), and never deficient in 
the means of its accompKftmeht, he cer- 
tainly moved in a fphere faaown to very 
few. 

Qoeis meliore bto £itxit ^vocotih Titan» 

Even in trifles Ms tafte for enjoyment 
was elegant and learned : the pots of tu* 
berofe, or of canary heliotropes, the pa* 
pers of orange flowers, that perfumed his 
chamber, were luxuries rather feminine ; 
but the cenfer or pot of frankincenfe, 
with which the parlour was fcented after 
'dinner, difperfed the fleam of the viduals, 

and 
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and enlivened the table not lefs by the per- 
fume, than by the monadic anecdotes 
which occafk>nally accompanied its in- 
troduction. 

Few companies, it is prefumed, woxdd 
have wifhed.to have loft Mr. Walpole's 
converfation in the filence of cards. Yet 
he fometimes played ; and his goodnefs 
impofed it on him as a duty to pafs an 
evening at whift with the old Duke of 
Montr^e, who was blind, but contrived 
(by what means I forget) to manage his 
game* 

The portnut prefixed, after M^Ardell's 
private print from Sir Joihua Reynolds 
1757, reprefents Mr. Walpole in the 
prime of fife, and nwift have been very 
iike, as ftrong traces of refemblance re- 
mained, particularly about the eyes. There 
are other prints by Reading and Parifot ; 
not to mention a portrait by Eckardt, a 
drawing by Mr. Djyice, a recent print 
by Barlow, and another; pretty exad re- 

!)refentation of his old age, in the col- > 
e&ion of his works. 
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Bernis and Fleurj. 

V>iABDiNAL de Bernis, when only an Abbe, 
{blicited Cardinal Fleury, then fourrfcore, for 
fome preferment- Fleury told him fairly, he 
jQiould never have any thing in his time : Bernis 
replied} ^^Monfeigneurfattendrai*** 

Countefs of Coventry* 

Towards the clofe of the reign of George 
the Second, the beautiful Countefs of Coventry 
talking to him on ihows, and thinking only of 
the figure (he herfelf fhould make in a procef- 
(ion^ told him, the fight (he wifhed moft to fee 
was a coronation. 

Tl^e 

• Mf Lord, I (ball ^at. 
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The Clerical Gown* 



Mr. Suckling, a clergyman of Norfdks hav- 
ing a quarrel with a neighbouring gentleman^ 
who infulted him, and at lad told him, « Doc^ 
tor, your gown is your protedlion;" replied, 
^« It may be mine, but it (hall not be your's '%* 
pulled it off, and thralhed the aggreflbn 

Patriotifm of Wilkes. 

Depend upon it, my dear Sir, that Wilkes 
was in the pay of France, during the Wilkes 
and liberty days. Calling one day on the 
French minifter, I obferved a book on his table, 
w^th Wilkes's name in the firft leaf. This led 
to a converfation, which convinced me. Other 
circumftances, too lo.ng an^ minute to be re- 
peated, ilrengthened, if neceflary, that con- 
yiflion. I am as fure of jt, as of any fad I 
know. 

Wilkes at firft cringed to Lord Bute ITie 
embaffy to Conftantinople was the objed of his 
ambition. ' It was refufed— and you know what 
followed. - - 

Sut^s Minj/lrj. 

Lord Bute was my fchoolfellow. He was 
a man of tafte and fcience, and! do believe his 
intentions were good. He wiflied to blend 
and unite all parties. The tories were willing 
to come in for a Jhare of power, after having 
been fo long excluded — lut the whigs were 
iiot willing to grant that Ihare. Power is an 

intox- 
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intoxicating draught i th^ more a m^n has, the 
more he defir^s. 

Licufy Worthy Montague • 

The letters of I^dy Wortley Montague ar« 
genuine^ I have feen the originals, among 
which are fome far fiiperior to thofe in print. 
But fome of them wejfe very immodeft. When 
the publipation was about to take pbce. Lord 
Bute, who had niarried her daughter, i^nt for 
fHe editor, and oiFered ehe hundred poufids to 
fupprcfs, tbcm.^ The m^n took the money, 
pfomifed-^ahd publjflied. 

- jiady Wortley Mdhtague wa? a playfdloitr ' 
of itiihe when both were children, Sh6 wa^ 
jilways a dirty little thing. This habit Contin- 
ued with her. When at Florence, the Gtan4 
Duke gave her apartments in his psiJace. Oric 
rdom fijfficed for every thing. When fte went 
ai^ay, the ftench was fo ftrong, that they were 
obliged to fumigate the cTiamber with vihegar 
for a iveek. 

'Pbpe gave her Ae Homer he had ufed Irt 
trtmflatlng. I have got it : it is a finall edition 
^yWctftein. Hisreitis. She wrote that little 
pdem in th^ blank leaves. 

A Frenph gentleman, b^ing married a Second 

time, was often lamenting his ifirft wife, before 

hie ftcond, wha one day faid to. him, « Mm' 

fieuTy je vous ajfure qtitl n*y a perfonm qui la 

regrette plus que moi^r 

Conju^ 

^.•* I affure, yoi?, Sir, ft© one regrets he# moye than I.'^' 
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Conjugal Wit. 



Another French lady wrote this letter to her 
hufband. *• J0 v$us ecrisy parceque je tiai rien 
if aire : je finis j parceque je tiai rien a diref" 

Monh emd .Friars* 

What you fay is perfe£lly juft. Some de- 
gree of learning is neceflary even to compofe 
a novel. How many modern writers confound 
monks and friars ! Yet they were almoft as 
different as laymen and priefts. Monachifm 
Was Aix old inftitution for laymen. The friars^ 
freresy or brothers, were firft inftituted in the 
thirteenth century, in order, by their preach- 
ing, to oppofe the loUards. They united prieft- 
hood with monachifm ; but while the monks 
were chiefly confined to their refpe£tive houfes^ 
the friars were wandering about as preachers 
and confeiTors. This gave great offence to the 
f^ular clergy, who were thus deprived of pro- 
fits and inheritances. Hence the fatyric and 
impure figures of friars and nuns, in our old 
churches. Do you remember any example of 
retaliation ? I fuppofe there were fimilar libels 
on the fecular clergy in the chapels of friaries 
BOW aboliflied** 

Mr. 



' -f " I wrifc to you, becaufe 1 have ncthing todo ; I end 
m/ letter, becaul'e I have nothing to fay.*' 

* Groffi errors of this kind appear in the writings of Mrs. 
Rai>clipfk, and Mr. Lewis. " *Tht Monit'* of the Jatter, 
both in his hook and play: being in fad a friar» a being of a 
very different defcripcion. Edit. 
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Mr* HMls. ' ; 

Mr* HolUs 16 ^Iwajrs publifliing rcpuMicati 
books ; and yet proftfles great vencratioi) for 
our conftitution. I pannot reconcile this ; our 
cpnftitution being, in its leading parts, an oli^ 
garcliy, the form perhaps, of all others, the 
moil oppofite to a republic. 

Noia. Before the French revolution, Mr. 
Walpole was fo warm a friend of freedom, diat 
he was almoft a republican. The change of 
his fentiments will Jbc delineated in the clofe 
of thefe anecdote$. 

* 

Symptoms of Infanity. 

My poor nephew Jjofd * ^ % was deranged. 
The firft fymptom that appeared was, his fend- 
ing a phaldron of coals as a prefeijt to the 
Prince of Wales, on learning that he was load- 
ed with debts. He delighted in what he call- 
ed book'hunting. This notable diveriion confift^ 
ed in taking a volume of a book, and hiding 
it in Tome fecret part of the library, amoi^ 
volumes of fimilar binding and (ize. When 
h^ ha^ forgot where the game lay, he hunted 
^ill he found it' 

^ Longing Woman, 

Madame du Chatelet (Voltaire's Emilie) pro- 

/ving with child again, after a long interval, 

and king Staniflaus joking with her hufband 

on it, he replied, " Ah ! Sire, elh en avgltji 

forte envied — f* Mon ami^^' faid the ol^ king, 

** jc^etoit june envie d^un^ femn^ groJfe*P 

'4 Fret^ 

• " Ah ! Sire, Ihc longed fo much for it>*'— « My friend*. 

it was the longing.of a yroxn«in with f hild.* 
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APri$$j Maaphar. 

A young lady marrying a man fhe loved, and 
leaving many friends in town, to retire with 
him into the country, Mrs. D. faid prettily, 
<* She has turned one and twenty fliillings into 
a guinea.*^ 

* 

Royal Favour* 

Alow Frenchman bragged that the king had 
fpoken to him* Being alked what his majeily 
had faid, he replied, <<He b^d me ftand out 
of his way." 

Madam du Barry, . 

A Great French lady, who was one of the 
firft to vifit Madam du Barry, after (he was 
kliown to be the royal miftrefs, juftifying her- 
fdf to her neice on that account, faid, <' It is 
reported that the king gave an hundred thou- 
fand livres to countenance her ; but it is not 
true,*'— "No, madam," replied the niece no- 
bly-, '«<-I dare fey it is not true j for it would 
have been top little*" 

Proofs of Genealogy* 

' A lord of the court being prcfented for the 
firft.time, Louis XIV, faid afterwards, that 
he did not know the late lord of that name 
bad had a fon, having been reckoned impotent* 
«< Oh Sire /" ftid . Roquelaure, « Us ont cte tons 
impuijfans depere en flsJ' 

Vol^ 



Voltaire and Addifon^ 

A ftory is told of Voltaire and Addifon at 
9 tavern. I do not believe Voltaire was in 
England while Addifon was alive. 

Price of making a Park a Garden,^ 

' Queen Caroline fpoke of fhutting up St. 
James's Park, and converting it into a noble 
'garden for the pi^ilace of that nanie. She afted 
iny father* what it might probably coft ; who 
replied^ " only three crowns.** 

An Anecdote correBed^ 

Let me correal a ftory relathig to the great 
duke of Marlborough. 'The duchefs was 
prefling the duke to *take a medicine, and with 
her ufual warmth (aid, " I'll be hanged if it do 
not prove ferviceable." Dr. Garth f , wh6 was 
prefeiit, exclaimed, " Dd take it then, my lord 
.duke 5 for it muft be pf fervice^ in one way or 
the other." 

Double Pun. 

A good pun is not amifs. Let me tell you 
one I met with in fome book the other day. 
The Earl of Lercefter, that unworthy favourite 
of EJii^abetb, was forming a, park about Cprn- 
.tmryjt thinking to enclofe it witlji pofts and rails. 
As he was one day calculating tTic expence, a 

D . gentle- 

♦ Erroneouily given to Chcfterficld. 
f By miftake put Lord Somert. 



gentleman ft ood by, and told the earl that he 
did not go the cheapeft way to work. " Why ?" 
faid -my lord. «* Beca*ife,'' replied the gentle* 
man, «< if your Lordfhip will find pf^s^ the 
country will find ratlin^!* 

Pajftpfiate Temper^ 

General Sutton, brother of Sir Robert Sutton* 
was very paffionate \ Sir Robert Walpole tlic 
fhrerfe. Sutton being one day with Sir Robert, 
xvhile his vhlet de cha^bre was (Iiaving him. Sir 
Robert faid, " John, you cut me ;— and then 
went on with the converfation; Prefently, he 
faid again, " John, you cut me" — and a third 
time — when Sutton 'ftarting up in a rage, and 
doubling his fid at the fervant,' fwore a great 
oath, and faid, <^ If Sir Robert can bear it, I 
cannot ; and if you cut him once more Fll knocS; 
you down." 

Qmn fometitnes faid things at once witty and 
wife. Difputing concerning the execution of 
Charles I. << But by what laws," faid his op*- 
ponent, " was he put to death ? Quin replied, 
y By all .the laws he h^ad left them." 

An innocent Minifiry^ . ,?, ^. 

He nftd to apply a ftory to the then miniftrj*, 
A matter of a fliip calls out, " Who is there Z**^ 

A boy anfwered, « Will, Sir." "What ^rc 

you doing ?"r-rr-« Notiiing, Sir."—" Is Tom 

there? 
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tb€re ?**—<* Yes," fays Tom. « What arc yo» 
doing, Tmn ?''— ^ Helping WiU, Sir.** . 

Lard Rcfs^ 

The reprobate Lord Rofs, being on his death- 
bed, was defired by his chaplain to call on God. 
He replied, « I will if I go that way, but I 
don't believe I fhali." 



Ecclefiq/iic Squabble^ 

A vicar and curate of a village, where there 
was to be a burial, were at variance. The 
vicar not coming in time, the curate began the 
fervice, and was reading the words, ** I am the 
refiyredlipn," . when the vicar, arrived,, almoit 
out of breath, and fnatching the book out of the 
curate's hands, with great fcorn, cried, *< Tou 
the refurreftion ! / am the refurre£lion," — 
and then went on. 

Nota. This, though copied from Mr. Wal- 
pole's own hand-writing, is fufpefted not to be 
veiry new. But even old jeftj?, that fuch a man 
tiiought worthy of writing, oj (peaking, cart- 
not be unworthy of a place in this lounging 
compilation ; and they' often gained by paffinig 
through his bands* 

- ♦ • Weak Nen)es^ 

A clergyman at Oxford, who was tery ncr- 
vdus^ and abfent, going to read prayers at St. 
Mary's, heard a Ihow^man in the High-ftreet, 
who had an exhibition of wild beails, re|)eat of- 
ten, " Walk in without lofs of time. All alive ! 

D 2 alive, 



alivej ho !** The founds ftrucU theabiinit ma»» 
and ran in kis head (o muofa^ tbatwben he h6» 
gan to read the fervice, and came to the words 
in the firft verfe, « and doeth that which is law- 
ful and right, he {hall fave his foul ^ive/* he 
cried ojuti with a fcuder voicQ, « fliall fave 'his 
foul alive! All alive ! alive, ho !" td the aftft- 
piibment of thp congregation, 

/i Convert, 

A Methodift in America, bragging how well 
he had inftru£ied forne Indians in religion, call-^ 
Td up one of them, and, after fome qudilions, 
'^(ked faim If he had not found great comfort laft 
Sunday, ^fter receiving the fkcran^ent. «« Aye, 
mailer,'* replied the favage^ " but I wiihed it 
jiad been l^randy/' 

jfn ignorant Communicants 



cd them, on tjieir coming out, what 
reafon ? They. told him jecringly,. that 



An ignorant foldier at Quebec, obferving fome 
of his comrades (lay behind him at churchj a&^ 

was tbt 
the par- 
fon had treated them with fome wine* << j^lo 
other liquor ?" fays the fellow. Seeing he 
fwallowed the bait, they anfwered, that he 
might have what liquor he chofe. Next Sunday 
he flayed to have hi? (hare ; and when the cler- 
gyman oflered him the wine, he put up his band 
to his head, in token of falutation, and faid mO' 
deftly, « Pleafe your reverence, I Ihould prefer 
punch." 

French 
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French ^uH* 

A rnafried Frendi iqdy, who had ^n inmg«i<^ 
infiftedon having her lover's portrait. He re* 
monftrated on het abfurdity, and faid it would 
be proclaiming their amour. ^< Oh," faid fhc, 
«^ but to prevent a difcovery, it fliatt not be 
■drawn like yoB." 

C^iirt pGHuJfe. 

"Wheft Lord Tdw^nfend was fecremry of ftaW* 
16 Geforge the FiHl, fome city d«m«s c«aie to vi- 
fit his lady, with whom ihe was fittle aoqmiinted. 
'Mbatiing to be mighty civii^ and return their vi- 
fitfr,. (he afked one of them wl^re (he lived ? 
The other replied, near Aldettnanbury. «{Mi," 
cried Lady Townfend, « I hope the Aldcrmaa 
i» well:" 

Hch and Ifi^.- 

Some words ate locally perverted to bad 
fenfes* Ho^ and Nal^ muft be of th^ft numbcr. 

Lord ♦ * * being in the country, and wi{hf- 
ing to fhew great regard to a ruftic gfentleman of 
fome influence, he was invited to dine, along 
with a .numerous and elegant company, and 
placed at my lady^s right hand.^ The lady, in, 
the midfl of dinger, called for a ghfs of wine to 
drink with her new gueft, and holding it tflfw- 
ards him, as then the fafhion, fiid, ^ Hob and 
Nob, Mr. * * *." The gentleman ftared, and 
blufhed up to the eyes. She thinking it was 
mere timidity, .repeated the words, and the 

D 3 gentleman 



gentleman looking if poflible more confuted^ 
ihe coloured herfeTf; when he^ after much he- 
fitation, whifpered, " Madam, excufe me, but 
I never hob and nob except with my wife*** 

Bnchefs of Bolton* 

. The duchefs dowager of Bolton, wha.;wae 
natural daughter to the duke of Monmouth,^ uf*- 
ed to divert George the Firft, by "affeftiog to 
make blunders. Once when (he had been at the 
-play of " Love's f.q/f Shifty* flie called it. La 
derniere Chemife de I' Amour, Another time fhe 
pretended to come to court in a great fright, 
and the king aiking the caufe, ihe faid fhe had 
been at Mr. Whifton's, who told her the world 
would be burnt in three years ; ^nd for her part 
ihe was determined to go to China. 

The King of Bulls. . . 

I will give you. what I call the king of bulls. 
An Irilh baronet, walking out with a gentle- 
man, who told me the ftory, was met by his 
nurfe, who requefte(Pbharity. The baronet ex- 
claimed vehemently, " I will give you nothing. 
You played me a fcandalous trick in my infancy." 
The old woman, in amazement, aiked him what 
injury fhe had done him ? He anfwered, ** I was 
a fine boy, and, you changed me." 

In this bull even perfonal identity is coo- 

founded! 

Convenient Courage^ 

A certain earl having beaten Antony Henley, 
at Tunbridge, for fome impertinence, the ncg^t 

day 



tday found Henley beating another perfon. The 
peer congratulated Henley on that acquifition 
offpirit. " Oh, my lord/' replied Henley, 
** your lordfliip and I know whoni to beat." 

Lord W^illiam Poulet. 

liOrd William Poulet, though often chairman 
•f committees of the houfe of commons, w35^ 
a great dunce, and could fcarce readk Being to 
read a biU for naturalizing Jemima, duchefs of 
Kent, he called her, Jeremiah, duchefs of Kent. 

Raving heard South -Walls commended for 
ripening fruit,, he (hewed all the four fides of 
hisr garden for fbuth walls. 

A gentleman writing to defire a fine horfe- 
he had, oiFered him any equivalent. Lord Wil- 
liam replied, that the horfe wds at his fervice, 
but he did not know what to do with an 
elephant'.- 

A pamphlet, called « The Snake in the Grafs^^ 
being reported (probably in joke) to be written' 
by this Lord WUliam Poulet, a' gentleman, 
abufed in it, fentr him a challenge. Lord Wil* 
Uam profeffed Kifi innocence^ and that he was 
not the author J but the gentleman would not be 
fati&fied without a denial under his hand. Lord 
William took a pen, and- began, <« This is to 
fcratify, that the buk called the Snak"— ** Oh, 
my lord,** JGaid the perfon, « I am fatlsficd ; 
your lordfliip has already convinced me you did 
xiot write the book.'* 
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LettfT tvrtften foon after Horace fTalpBhy by the 
death of his Nephew, had Jucceeded to the Tit& 
fif Earl of Offord. 

JBgriUy/^uare, Dec, a6, Xypi* 
DEAR SIR> 

As I am Aire of the fincerity of your con- 
gratulations, I feel much obliged by theih ; 
though what has happened deftroys my tran- 
quillity i and if what the iV^orld reckons advan- 
tageous, could compenfate the lofs xtf peace 
aiid cafe, would ill indemnify me, even by them. 
A fmall eftate, loaded with debt, and of which 
I do not underftand the management, and am. 
too old to learn 5 a fource of law-fuits amongft 
my near relations, though not affeding me; 
endlefs converfations with lawyers ; and packets 
of letters every day to read^ and anfwer : jill 
this weight of bufinefs is too much for the rag. 
of life that yet hangs about me ; and was pre- 
ceded by three weeks of anxiety about my un- 
fortunate nephew 5 and a daily correfpondence 
with phyficians, and mad dodlors, calling upon 
me'' when I had been out of order ever fince Jut 
ly : fuch a mafs of troubles made me very fc- 
rioufly ill for fome days, and has left me, and 
ftill keeps me, fo weak and difpirited, that if I 
fliall not foon be able to get fome repofe, my poor 
head or-body will not be able to refift. For the. 
empty title, I truft you do not fuppofe it any 
thing but an incumbrance, by larding my bufy 
mornings with idle vifits of interruption, and 
which, when I am able to go out, I {hall be 
orced to return. Surely no man of feventy- 

fou1r. 
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lottr, unlcfe fuperannuated, ean have the fmalleft 
pl^afure in fitting at home in his own room, 
as I always do, and being called by a new 
name. 

It will fcem perfonal, and ungrateful too,. 
*0 have faiil lb much about my own trtfl fitua- 
^on, and-ndt to have yet thanked you, Sir, for 
youT kind and flattering ofifer of letting me read 
what you. have finifhed of your hiftory ; but it 
was lieceflary to expofe my condition to yoit,, 
before I could venture to accept vour propofal,. 
when I am fo utterly incapable of giving a quar- 
ter of an hour at a time to what, I know by my 
acquaintance with your works, will demand all 
my attention, if I wifh to reap the pleafure they 
«re formed to give me. It is moft true that,p 
for thefe feven weeks, I have not read feven 
pages, but letters, ftates of accounts, cafes tO' 
be laid before lawyers, accounts of farms, &c. 
&c. and thofe liibjeft to .roortgages. Thus are 
my mornings ' occupied : in an evening my re- 
^tions, and avery few 'fridnds,^ come to me;' 
• :any^hen they are gone, Ihave about an hour,. 
Co-ftiidnight, to write anfwers to letters 'for the 
mm.t^ day's poft, which I/had not time to do in 
th^ Aorning.. This is ^ftualVy my cafe now;. 
I happened to be quitted at ten o'clock, and I 
would not lofe thfe (Opportunity of thanking youj. 
not knowing when,! could command another 

I would by no ntean^be undcfftood to decline 
.your- obiigi»)g offer,. Sir. ♦ (On the contrary, I 
acf ept . it jqyfuUy, if ybu can tru(t me with. 
yeur manufeript for a little time, (hould Thave 
kifu^ t»: r«ad *it>but by -frnaU fnatches, whi<ih 
^^(Xttld ie- wronging, and would break all eon* 
. . - .JD 5, . ilexion— 



l6 WALPOLIANA. 

nexlon in my headt Criticifm you arc * — — i- 

and to read critically is far beyond my 

prefent power. Can a fcrivener, or a fcrive&e^s^ 
hearer, be a judge of compofition> ftyle,. prpi^ 
found reafoningy and new lights, and'3ifccare- 
ries, &c. ? But my weary hand andbreaft muft 
finifh. May I a(k the favour of your calling 
upon me any morning when you (hall happen 
to come to town ; you will find the new cAi 
lord exaftly the fame admirer of your's, and 
your obedient humble fervant^ 

HoR* Walpoljk. 

[It was a confiderable time before be would 
iign Orford^ or could even hear his fiyle or title 
without hefiution,] 

Hours &f Compofiihnv 

I wrote the " Cajile ef Otranto'' ift cighe 
days, or rather eight nights.; for my gener^ 
hours of compofition are from ten o'clock 2I 
night till two in the morning, when I am fure 
not to be difturbcd by vifuants While I am 
writing I take feveral cups^ of coffee.. 

Hume and Burnet\ 

I am no, admirer of Hume. In cony«erfai- 
tion he was very thick; and I do believe hard* 
ly underftood a fubje£l till he had written 
upor. it. 

Burnet I like much. It is obfervable, that 
none of his fafbs have been controverted, ex- 
cept 

• An overftralned coinpliment i? omilte^* 
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ccpt hie relation of the birth of the Pretender, 
in which he was , certainly miftaken— — but hi$ 
very credulity is ft proof of his honefty. Bur- 
net's Ayle and manner are very interefting. It 
iecntsas if he had jjall come from the king's 
elofet, or from* the iigartments of the" men 
whom he defcribes,. and' was telling his reader, 
in plain honeft- termsju what-he« had feen: and^ 
^eard- .: 

i 

Authors and Arttjls. 

X have always rather tried to efcape the" ac^- 
quaintance,. and converfatlon, of authors; An« 
author talking, of his own works, or cenfuring. 
thofe of others,, is to me a dbfe of hypccacuan;r. 
I like only a few, who can in company forget 
their authorihip, and remember plain lenfe* 

The converfation of ar tills is ftill worfe. 
Vanity and' envy are the main ingredients, • 
One detefts vanity becaiife it ihocks one's own* 
vanity. 

Had I liftened to the cenfures of arti(ls,> 
there is not a good piece in my collediion.' One 
blames one part of a- pifturi^. another attacks 
another. Sir Jbfliua is one of the moft candid jv 
yet he blamed the flifF drapery of my Henry 
VII, in the Hate bed-chamber, as if goodi 
drapery could be expe<3:ed'in that age ofpaintin|;,. 

Caution to young Authors*- 

Touth' is prone to cenfure. A young man^ 
of genius expcfts to make a worfd for himfelf ; ; 
^ hie gets older, he finds he mu ft take it as it is- 

It is- imprudent in a young author to make 

any. 
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any enemies whatever. He fliould not attack 
any living perfon. Pope was, perhaps, too re- 
fined and jefuitic a profeffor of authorfhip ; and 
his arts to cftabliih his reputation were infinite, 
and fometimes perhaps exceeded the bounds 
of fevere integrity. "But in this he is an ex- 
ample of prudence, that he wrote no fatire till 
his fortune was made 

Public Virtue. 

When I firft thruft my nofe into the world, 
I was apt loudTy to blame any defeftion from 
what I efteemed public virtue, or patriotifm. 
As I grew older, I found the times were more 
to blame than the men. We may^cenfure places 
and pcnfions ; while the placemen and the pen- 
fioners are often intitTed to our efteem. One 
man has a numerous family to provide for^ 
another is ruled by a vain wife, &c. &c. I 
thinjc fome temptations would hive overcome 
even Brutus. But why talk of Brutus, whifc 
43acn not meafures are the objeft ? 

George'the Ftrfl. 

I do remember fomething of George tfic 
Firft. j.^ My father took ni« to St. James's while 
\ was a 'very little boy ; aft^r waiting fome timfe 
in an a*nti-room, a gentleman came in all drefled 
in brown, even his ftockihgs ; and with a rib- 
bon and ftar. He- took me up in his arms, 
kiflt^mcy and chatted fome time. 
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Lihenefs in Antkpte P^raits^ 

On Iboking at the buft of Mar<it*s An- 
toninus, in the gallery at Strawbierry. Hill,, 
Mr. Walpolc obferv«d that even the wOrft ar* 
lifts among the Ancients always hit the charac-^ 
ter and likenels -, which the bdl of ours fel*' 
dom^ or ncrcr, do* 

This ia a problem worthy of ample difcuf- 
fion, in a country fiond of portraits^' Had 
the ancienta any particular mode^ or ma* 
chine •, dr was it the piire effetk of fuperior 
genius i 

I prefer portraits, really inteteding, no( 
only to landfir^e^fpaintingy but to hiftory» 
A landfcape 't^y we will fay,, an exquifite 
diftribution of wood and water, and build- 
ings. It is excellent — we pafs on, and it 
leaves not one trace in the memory. In hif- 
torlcal painting these may \^ fiAiifM deception 
— but it not only always falls ihort of the 
idea, but is always faife i that is, has thd 
greateft blemi(h mcklentarl to hiftory* It is 
commonly falfe in the cofisme ; generaUy la 
the poitfaits^; ^Iwavs in dbe grouping^ and 
attitudes, which tne painter, if not pre£cnt^ 
eanndt pofliHy dcliniea'tc a« they really Mrere« 
Call, it fabuiou-s^paanting, andr I have . no 6b^ 
jeftion.rr-But a teal permit wc kn6w ia • 
truth itfelf : .and it calls up fo wiany collate- 
ral, idoas* as tf> fill ah intelligent mthd more 
t!han.*it ,oifcer'4)ewe8.. ^ j - 
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JTuth^rs in Flo*Q)€r-^MjftmousM<iiher:r 

At Strawberry Hill, 19th Sept. 1784, Mr. 
Walpolie remarked that, at a certain time of 
their livesi men of: genius feemed to be in 
flower. Gray was in flower three years, when 
he wrote his odes, &c. This darting the idea 
of the American aloe, fome kinds of whicK 
are faid' to flower only once in a century,, hs^ 
obfcrved, laughing, that had Gray lived a hun-- 
dred years longer, perhaps he would have beeia? 
in floM^er again. Sir Charles Hanbury Williams- 
bore only one bloflTom ; he was in flower onlj- 
for one ode. 

Next evening about eleven o'clock, Mr.. 
Walpole gave me the Myfterious Mother to* 
read, while he went to Mrs. dive's for an hour 
or two. The dkcc. was remarkable, a$ the play> 
hinges on an auniuerfary twentieth of- September.- 

* 

—tut often as rcturnt-" 

The tvrcmieth of< Sej^ember, SCc- 

This odd ciircumftaiace^ <;onfpir^d> with the 
complete folitude of the Gothic apartments, tc 
lend an additional irapi^ffion to the fuperftitious 
parts of that tragedy.: In point of langu^gCj 
and the true expreflion of paflion and feeling,, 
thejicw and jvft delineation of monadic fraudj^ 
tyranny, and cruelty ; it deierves the grcateft 
praife. But it is furprifing tl^t a man of bis 
tafte and judgment ihould- have added- to the. 
ift) probability of the tale, .inflead of mellowi- 
tng it with fcftar fliades* This might be. cured 
by altering: one page of the qountefs's confeffion 
in the laft a6l.--lhe ftory^ ^ told k Luther's. 

Tabic 
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Table Talk, feems more ancient than tRat m 
the Tales of the Queen of Navarre. 

On Mr. Wal pole's return, he faid he had' 
printed a few copies of this tragedy at S^raw^ 
berry Hill, to give to his friends. Some of them 
falling into improper hacds^ two furreptitaous 
editi/>na were advertifed. Mr.-W. in conf<»- 
quence defired Dodfley to print an edition 
i7&f,. and even eai^ed it to be advertifed. 
But 6ndi«g that theftolen impreflions were of 
courfe dropped, he ordered, his not to be iffued^, 
tndnone werei ever fold.. 

Gray^s Politics.. 

I never righriy underftood Mr. Gray's politi- 
eai opinions* Sometimes he feemed' to incline- 
to- the fide o£ authority ; fometlmes to that of 
Ae-people^ 

This is indeed natural to an ingenuous and^ 
candid mind.^ When a portion^ of the people 
fliews grofs vices, or idle fedition, arifing from 
mere ignorance or prejudice y. one wi(hes it 
iehecked by authority. When: the governors 
purfue wicked plans, or weak meafures, one 
wiAied a ipirited oppofition by the people at;^ 
iarge. 

Dr. Ruhertfin. 

Dr. Rbbertfon called on me t'other daiyt 

We talked of foma political affeirs s and he 

concluded his opinion with, '<for you muft 

know, fir, that I lock upon myfelf as a model 

rate whig." My anfwer was, "Yes, doftor, 

i look on you as^ a very moderate whig." 

Britifi 
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Briti/b Empire^ 

Wc now talk of tlie Britifli empire^ and of 
Titus and Trajan, who were abfolute empC' 
rors. In my time it was the Britifli tnonarcby. 
What is this mighty empire over ten of twelve 
millions of people, and a few trading colonies ) 
People fhut up in an iiland have always pridt 
enough — ^but this is foo ridiculous even for flat-- 
tery to invent, and the abfolute power of st 
Roman emperor to fwailow,. along with a» 
apotheofis* 

Don ^ixotte. 

Don Quixotte is no favourite of mihr.- 
When a man is once fo mad, as to miftakea- 
wind-mill for a giant, what more is to be faid> 
but an infipid repetition of milVakes, or an un- 
charafteriftic deviation from them? 

[This judgment was furely too harfh. It is 
the minute defcription of life and charafter, 
^ they^ccur in Spain,, that interefls us in ready- 
ing Don Quixotte, and make us pardon th? 
^xtworag^jnce of the chief character, and the 
infipidity of the paftoral fcenes. ' The epifqdei 
are bad ; except the tale of the Spanifh cap- 
tive and his Moorifli miftrefs, which is wrought 
»p with great truth and nature. } 

« 

Voltaire-, 

» 

Soon after I had pubiiihed my « Hiftoric 
Doui'ts on the. reign of Richard III." Y'6^ 
taire. ;Jiagp€Qi»g to /fee a;i'd- like the book, &rit 

\ 
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me a letter, mentioning how much the work 
znfv^rtA his iik^s concerning the uocertftint); 
of hiftoiy, a6 c^Xprcficd in his Hifttfirt GefterbUi 
He added many praifes ctf! mf book} voA 
concluded with entreittng^ nij urnitH^ 

. As I had, in the preface to the Caftle of 
Otranto, ridiculed Voltaire's cbnduS towards 
Shakfpeare, I thought it proper firft to fend 
Voltaire that book; and let him undcrftand 
that, if after peruiing it, he perfifted in offer-r 
ing me his amitie^ I had no objedlions, but 
ihould efleem myfelf hoztoured by the friend^ 
fhip of fo great a man. 

Some time after I received from my acquain* 
tance the Duchefs of Choifeul, at lE^arls^ a let- 
ter, inclofing one from Voltaire to her, wherein 
he faid that I had feut him a book» in the 
|yreface to which he was loaded with reproach- 
es, and ail on account de fin Bouffon de 
Shak^are*. He dated nothing of the real 
tranfaftion, but only mentioned the fending 
of the Caftle of Otranto, as if this had been 
the very firft ftep. 

Niw Idea of a Navel. 

I am firmly convinced that a ftbry might be 
written, of which ail the incidents fhould ap- 
pear fupematural, yet turn out natural. 
[This remark was made in 1784.] 

Coals to Newcqftle. 

The chief apprehcnfieE^^ of the Duke of 
Ncwcaftie, (the. minifter), was that of catch- 

' ing 

• Of his buffoon Shakfpcare. 
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ing cold. Often ia the heat of fummer the 
debates, in the Houfe of Lords, would ftand 
ftfU, till fome window were ihut, in confe- 
quence of the Didce's orders. The Peerk 
would all be melting in fweat, that the Duke 
might not catch cold. 

Whenlir Jofeph Torke was ambaiTador at the 
Hague, a curious inftance happened of this 
idle apprdienfion. The late King going to 
Hanover, the Duke muft go with him, that 
his foes might not injure him in his abfence. 
The dajr they were to pafs the fea, a meilen- 
ger came, at five o'clock in the morning, and 
drew Sir Jofeph's bed curtains. Sir Jofeph 
ftarting, aiked what was the matter. The man- 
faid he came from the Duke of Newcaille. 
« For God's iake," exclaimed Sir Jofeph, «f what 
is it ? Is the King ill ?" No. After fcveral 
fruitlefs queftions, the mefiengerat length faid^ 
« The Duke fent me to fee you in bcdj for in 
this bed he means to fleep." 

Two Mint/ferr: 

Mr. Pitt's plan, when he had the gout, w^» 
to have no fire in bis room, but to load himfelf 
with bed-clothes. At bis houfe at Hayes he 
fleeped in a king room ; at one end of which 
was his bed, and his lady's at the other. His 
way was, when he thought the Duke of New- 
caille had fallen into any miftake, to fend for 
him, and read him a lefture. The Duke was 
fent for once, and came, when Mr, Pitt was 
confined to bed by the gout. There was,, as 
ufual, no fire in the room 5 the day was very 
chilly, and tile Duke, as ufual, afraid of catch- 
ing 
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ing cold. . The Duke firft fat down on Mrs*. 
Pitt's bed| as tbe warmeft pTace \ then drew up 
his legs into it, as he got colder. The le£lure 
* tinlackily contintung a confiderabtle time, the 
Duke at length fairly lodged himfelf under 
Mrs. Pitt's bed-cloths. A perfon, from whom 
I had the ftory, fuddenly going, in^ law the two 
Riinifters in bed, at the two ends of the room, 
while Pitt's long nofe, and black beard unfha-^ 
vedfor ibme days, added to the grotefque of .the 

Dr. Johnjbn^ 

1 cannot imagine that Dr. Johnfon*8 reputa-^ 
tion will be very laftingr His* di&ionary is a 
furprifing work for one man — but fufficient ex- 
amples in foreign cowuries ihew that the taik 
is too mucl> for. one man,, and that a fociety 
fhould alone pretend to pubiifh a llandard dic- 
tionary. In Johnfon's diftionary, I can hardly 
find any thing I look for. It is full of words- 
no where elfe to be found ; and wants nume- 
jrous words occuring in good authors. In wri- 
ting it is ufeful ; as if one be doubtful in the 
choice of a word, it difplays the authorities for 
its u&g^. 

His effays I deteft. -They are full of what 
I'cM' triptology^ or "repeating the fame thing 
thrice over, fo that three papers to the fame 
efFe£^ might be made out of any one paper in 
the Rambler. He muit have had a bad heart — 
his ftory of the facrilege in his voyage to the 
Weftcm Iflands of Scotland is a lamentable in- 
ftance^ 
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Lavater, in his Phy fiogomy, fays that i/>id ^ 
Awftm, frarii hn countenance, muft havcftefeli 
a very wife man. He wa« one of the mcJl 4tti«- 
pid men I ever knew. 

Indolence* 

When the Duke, of Newcaftle left thc-mt- 
niftry, a wht)le clofet of American difpatches 
was found unopened. 

Milton. 

If Milton had written in Italian life would 
have been, in my opinion, the moft pcrfcA 
poet in modern languages ; for his own ftrength 
of thought would have condenfed an^ h^- 
dened that fpeech to a proper degree, 

Mary ^ueen of Scotland, 

I cannot think that the letter from Mary 
Queen of Scotland to Elizabeth, about the a- 
mours of the latter, is genuine. I fuppofe it a 
forgery of Burleigh, to fhew Elizabeth, if flic 
had refufed to condemn Mary, 

It was the intereft of Qjjeen Elizabeth's min- 
ifters to put Mary to death, i. as they had 
gone too far again ft her to hope for mercy ; 
and, 2. to fecure a proteftant fucceflion* The 
above letter was publiflied by Haynes, among 
the Cecil Papers preferved at Hatfield Houfe. 
His compilation is executed without judgment. 

I have 
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ttiave xmA -tfa/e apologifis <for Kf aey \ 
ttiuft believe her guilty of her hufbaiid^s deaths 
i9o ihuch of the advocate^ fo msMiy fuppofitiens^ 
appeal; in thofe lon^- apologies^ that'thisy ihe«r 
of themfelvea that plain tvuth can hMcUy be 
eti'that iide. Suppofe her guUty^ and all i» 
eafy : there is no longer a labyrinth, and a 
,clue : — all is in the highway of human affairs* 

Bribery* 

If you look into the laft volumes of the 
jU^moires de Villarsj you will find minutes of 
the' French council, whence it appears that 
Fleury was accufed of taking money from 
England^ at a time when it was alleged that 
my father was bribed by France. The origin 
of this mighty charge was,, that Sir Robert 
Walpdie had indorfed a bill of '500!. to a linen- 
draper in the Strand, with the fole vjiew of 
ferving £hat linen-draper. 

Minifters of George the Second. 

The minifters of George the Second were 
- ill whig. The oppofition confifted of old 
^igs, fuch as Rufhout, and others; of Ja- 
cobites, fuch as Sir William Wyndham, and 
SJbippen. , 

Sir tRoliert Walpole faid,' « fothe are cor- 
rupt \ but I will tell you of one who is fior. 
Shippen is not." When Shippen came to take 
the oath of allegiance, Sir Robert Walpole 
Was at the board. Shippen had a "trick, of 
)iolding his glove to his mouth, arid did fo 
when repeating the oath. Sir Robert pulled 

down 



down his hand. Sbippeii faid^ ^< Robb» t^t 
is not fair." 

New whigs in the minority, bocaufe out oi. 
the miniftry, were Pulteney, fonacrly joined 
in the adminiftration with Sir Robert Walpole ; 
Lyttelton, who£e father wa9 a true whig s and 
Pitt, 

ExiraBs from Lettett* 

TARCE, 

^« Mr. O'Kqefe has brought o^ir audience^ 
to bear with extravagance ;' and were there not 
fuch irrefiilible humoiur in his utmoft darings 
it would be impoflible to deny that he has paSv 
ed even beyond tlie limits of nonfenfe — but I 
confine this approbation to his Agreeable Surprijek 
In his other pieces there is much more unteiiiH^ 
pered nonfenfe than humour. Even'^that fa- 
vourite performance I wondered that Mr. 
Colman dared to produce^'* 

Dramatic CharaBers, 

« Your remark, .that a piece' full of marked 
charaders would be void of nature, is moft juft* 
This is fo ftrongly my opinion, that I thought 
It a great fault in Mifs Burney's Cecilia, though 
it has a thoufand other beauties, that Jhe has 
laboured far too much to makje all her perfon* 
ages talk always in charafter. Whereas, in 
the prefent refined, or depraved, ftate of hu- 
man nature, mod people endeavour to concesJ 
their real charader, not to difplay it. A^ro- 
feflional man, as a pedantic Fellow of a College^ 

or 



drtiSeaman^ has a chsurafteriftlc diakd; but 
that is very di0erQnt iSrom i:ontiauaUy lettif^ out 
his ruling paffiont** 

Song'^writtng* 

«< I have tio more talent for writing a fong» 
fthan for writing an ode like Dryden's or Gray's. 
It is a talent perfe^ and given, like every other 
:branch of genius, by Nature alone. Poor 
jShenftone was labouring through his whole life 
Jto write a f^tQ. fong — and, in my opinion at 
leaft, never fucceedcd — not better than Pope 
.did in a S.t« Cecilian ode. I doubt not whether 
we haye not gone ji long, "Jong way beyond the 
poffibility of writing* a good fong. All the 
4words in the laiiguage have been fo often em- 
fJoyed on iimpl^ images (without which a fong 
rcaiinot be good)^, and fuch i;eams of bad verfcs 
have been produced in^that kind^ th^tl queilioQ 
.whether true fimplLcity itfelf could pleafe now. 
At :Ieaft we are not likely ^ hav^e any fuch thing. 
'Our prefent, choir of Poetic Virgins write ip the 
other extreme. They colour their compofitions 
So highly with choice and dainty phrafes,. that 
their own drefles are not more fantaftic and ro 
mantic. Their nightingales make as many divi* 
iions as Italian (ingers. — But this is wandering 
from the fubje£t : and while I only meant to 
.tell you what I could not dp myjfelf, 1 am telling 
you wjiat others do .ill." 

Poetic Epochs* 

/* I will yet hazard one other opinion, though 

relative to ;compo£tion in general. There are 

-.two periods favourable to poets — a rude age, 

when 



nrHen a gamut inay>l)azard any t&itig, and when 
notiiing *h^ been Ibvtfl^alUd. ^The other is> 
wlien, after ages of barbarifm and^ incorve^ien^ 
a mailer or two produce models formed by purity 
and tafte. VirgiU Horac<:, Boileau, Corneille, 
Racine, Pope, exploded the Jicentioufnefs 
tkiat reigned before them. Wliat happened ? 
Nobody dared to wntc in contradiSHon to the 
feverit^ eftaU^ed ; and very f&w had the abi- 
lities to rival their maftcrs. . Inf^tiditiy enfues : 
---novelty is dangerous : — and' bombttft ufurp« 
the thrppe, which had been ^bafedby ar^e 

Criticifm. 

« It is^ prudent to confuk others before one 
ventuffes on publication-^but every fingle p<^f6n 
is as liable to be erroneous as an author* An 
elderly, many as he gains experience^ aequires 
prejudices too : nay, old age has generally two 
faults — it is too quickrfighted into the faults 
of the time being; and too bBnd to the faults 
that reigned in his own youth ; which having 
partaken of or hayinf admired, though ttijuifi- 
cioirfly, he recoUedts with compWfaucCi'' 

Dramatic Compofhion, - 

« I confefs too that thete muft be two dif- 
tin(Sl views in w^riters for the ftage: one of 
which is more allpwable. to them than to othei!- 
authors. The one is //f/rflfM^y^m^^— the other; 
peculiar to dramatic authors, Xhe^ view^fj^i.^Mt^" 
itig to the prefent fade (and perhapa, a&ycwi'Jfay, 
to the level of the audience). I dp ndf mean 

for 
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far the fake of profit — ^bnt even Ugh comedy 
muft rilk a little of its immortality Sy confulting 
the ruling tafte. And ^nce a comedy always 
lofes fome of its beaotiesy the tranfient-^-and 
fome of its intelligibility. Like its luirihef fi(^ 
ter, Satire, many of its. allufions maft Tanifli^ 
a& the obje£ls it aims at correcting ceafe to be 
in vogne — and perhaps that ceflatton, the natural 
death of fafliion, is often afcribed by an author 
to his own reproofs. Ladies wouM hare left ^ 
patching on tne jvhig or tory fide of their face^ 
though Mr. Addifon had not written his excel- 
lent Spe£tator. Probably even they who might 
be cprreAed by his reprimand adopted fome new 
. (fiftin^ion as ridiculous ; not difcovering that his 
fatire was levdled at their partial animofity, and 
not at the mode of placing their patches — fdr, 
unfortunately! as the world cannot be cured of 
being foolifh, a preadier who eradicates one 
folly } does but make room for fome other.^' 

Tragedy and Comedy. 

The crhics generally confider a tragedy as the 
next effort of the mind to an epic poem. For 
my part, I eftimate the difficulty of writing a 
good comedy to be greater than that of compofing 
a good tragedy. Not only equal genius is required^ 
but a comedy demands a mori: uncommon aiV 
femblage of qaalittes-^kno^edge of the world, 
wit, good fenfe, &c. and tl^ie qualities fuper** 
addlied to thofe requifite for tragical compofition. 

Congveve is laid to havf written a comedy at 
ei^teen. It may be^^fbr I cannot fay that h^ 
has any charaAenftic of a comic writer, except 
wit, which may (parkle bright at As* age. His 
characters arc leldom genmne-^vadi his plots nrp 
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ipinetknes' fitter fqr tragedy- ^. Sheridan is 
one of the* moft perleft comic writers I 
know, and Unites the jnoft uncommon qualities 
— his., plots are fi^fficicntly dcep^ yithput .the 
clumfy intaoglement, and , muddy profundity, 
ojF Congreve — charafters ftriftly in nature— wit 
without afFeftatioiu What talents ! The >om- 
picte orator in the fenate, or in Weftminftef-hall 
— and the excellent dramatift in the jnofl dijT- 
i^iult province of the drama ! 

« , • • 

Omtffions not ainvays L^ipfis-. 

Lord**** did a iOiOQking jobj for which my 
father was blamed. There is a filly and -falfe 
account of it, in the laft edition of the £;bgra- 
phia, jj(i a Ufe ,pf him by Bifhop *^** his 
fon. I had forgotten Loj:d **** jn the Ca- 
talogue of Roy^and Noble Authprs; when this 
was obferved '>ta pvc I waited on Lord ****^ 
his fon, and begged a Jift of his father's works, 
apologizing at the fame, time for the omiiHon. 
His lordfhip faid, << Sir, I' beg you will not 
mention my father*'' - He was confcio^us t^i^ ^t 
was a delic^e ;inatter ^o mention hioi,. 

ImpQ/ltions» 

. Acute and fenfibje pepple are often the moft 
cafily deceived. A deceit^ of which it may be 
faid, " It is impoffible /ox any one to dare it," 

always fucceeds. • ' / 

' ■ ' ' . ..• 

.Gf)cd.n[>en.aT|ejneyej: concerned iaiey|olutipn§, 
becaufe .thejy will not go the lengths. oiindA;- 
land es^pfed the revolution of i(588, while 15e- 

vonfhire, 
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Yonfhite flood aloof-^the latter was the angel, 
the former the ftorm. Bad mcin, and poifon- 
ous, plants, are fometimes of . fuperlative ufe in 
ikilfttl hands. 

Applaufe the Nurfe of Genius. 

One quality I may^fafely arrogate to myielf : 
I am not afraid to praife, . Many are; fuch timid 
judges of compofition, tliat they hefitate, and- 
wait for the public opinion. Shew them a 
manufcript, though they highly approve it in 
their heaits, they are afraid to commit thcmfelves 
by fpeaking out. Several excellent works have 
periihed from this caufe ; a writer of real talents 
bcitig often a mere fenfitive plant with regard to- 
his own proda£lions. Some cavils of Mafon 
(how inferior a poet and judge !) had almoft in- 
duced' Gray to deftroy his two beautiful and> 
fublime odes. We fliould not only praife, but 
haften to praife. : . . , 

French Tragedy. : 

1 have printed at Strawberry-Hill the C^nelie 
y^aUf a tragedy by the prefident Henaqlt» * It^ 
is, rather a dramatic poem than a dram£-^lifke<' 
the otber.Frencb tragedies. The word dratHalis* 
derived, I believe, from a Greeks word fighifying ? 
to a^^ . Now, in the French tragedies, there is- 
little or no ailioni and they are, in truth, mere 
dramatic poenis, coihpofed wholly t)f cosifli&s 
of'interefts, paffions, and ftntiments; expreiled, . 
•i^ot in the language of nature, biit iiithatof .^ 
declamation. Hence thefe interefts,^ pailioiitf, . 
and fentiments, feem all overilrained,. and hors. 
de la nature. 

E 2 , I do 
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I do not mean to deny juft praiie to Corneille 
and Racine^but their meriti like that of 
Metaftafio's Operas, is of a peculiar kind. It 
is not dramatic^ not pity and terror moved bj 
incident and a^/^/i— *-but an intereft created by 
perplexity, mental confiid, and fituation. An 
Italian, an Engli(bman,N a German, expels 
fomething very dtflferent in a drama^ real a€Kon, 
and frequent incident. 

On Grace in Ccmpofition. 

A LETTER. 

Jtmi l6» 178$. 

To ycitr book, Sir, I am mudi obliged o& 
many accounts, particularly for having recalled 
my mind to fubje^b of deUght, to which it was 
grown ^lulled by age and indolence* In coafis*- 
quence of ^ your reclaiming^ it, I aflced myfelf 
whence you feel fo much difregard for certaia 
authors whofe fame is eftafaliflied. You hsnc 
affiened good reafcms for withholding your ap- 
prwation from Some, oa the plea pf dieir 
being imitators— it was natural then, to a(k my- 
felf again, nt^ienee they baA obtained to muck 
cttlebxitv? I think I have difoov^ed a caufe^ 
whi^ I do not remember to have Ceea noted; 
and ibat caufe I fufped to have been, diat oer- 
t^ of thofe audiors pofieflfedjr^^ ""^^ a<H take 
me for a diiaple of Lord Chflfterfie]d» nor ima* 
gine that I mean to erp£l grace into a cafntal in* 
giedient of writing*— Imt l,4o hcJSt&K that it is a 
perfume that will prelerve from putre&fiHon ; 
and is diftind even from iLyle, which regards 
eKftreJUion \ grace I think belongs to manner. It 
is from the diarm of jgire^ce.tMt Ihelieve fomc 

authors 



authors^ not in your fivroyri obUined part of 
tbeir renown, yirpl in ptrticular— and yet I 
tm hx from diiagreetng^th you on hisfubjed 
in general* There i$ fudi a dearth of invention 
in the iEneid [and when he didjatent> it was 
often fo fodliihly]-, fo little ^ocd fenfe, fo 
little vafiety> and fo little* power over the 
paiIions> diat I have frequeitfly laid, from 
contempt for his matter, and from the charm 
of his hannouy, that I believe I (honld tike his 
poem better, if I was to hear it repeated, and 
did not underftand Latin. On the other band, 
he has more than harmony ^ whatever be uttert 
is did 'gracefully, and he enobles his images^ 
efpecially in the Georgics, or at leaft it is more 
fenfible there from the humility of the fubje£t. 
A Roman farmer might not underftand his dic- 
tion in agriculture — ^but he made a Roman 
courtier underftand farming, the farming of that 
age I and could captivate a lord of Aguftus's 
bedchamber^ and tempt him to tiften to 
tliemes of rufticity. Statins and Claudian^ 
though talking of war, would make a foldier 
defpife them ts bullies. That graceful manner 
cf thinking in Virgil feems to me to be more 
idian ftyle, if I do not refine too much ; and I 
admire, Iconfefs, Mr. Addifon's phrafe, that 
Virgil tofled about his dung with an air of mar 
jefty. A ftyle may be exeeUent without grace 
^^for inftance, Dr. Swtft^. Eloquence may 
beftow an Immbrtal ftyle, and one of more dig- 
nity v yet eloquence may want that cafe, thsit 
genteel a& that iows. f«om j or conftitutesy^race*- 
Addifon liintfiBtf was mafter of that grace, even 
in bis pieces of humour, and which do not owe 
their merit to ftyle j and from that combined fe^ 
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cret he excells all men- that ever lived, but 
Shakefpeare, in humour, by never dropping in- 
to an approach towards burlefque andbu^>oner^, 
e>en when his humour defcended to charaflers 
that,^ in any other hands, would have been vul* 
garly low. • Is it not clear that Will Whimble 
was a gentlemai^, though he always lived at a 
diftance from good company ? Fielding had as 
much humour perhaps as Addifon ? but having no 
idea of grace, ts perpetual difgudfng. His inn- 
keepers and parfons are the grofl'cft of their pro- 
feffion \ and his gentlemen are awkward when 
ihey iiiould be at their eafe. 

The- Grecians had grace in every thing, in 
poetry, in oratory, in ftatuary, in architedhire, 
^nd probably in mufic and painting. The 
Romans, it is. true, where their imitators ; but 
having grace too, imparted it to their copies, 
which gave them a merit, that almoft raifes them 
to the rank of originals. Horace's Odes acquired 
their fame, no doubt, from the graces of his 
Mianner, and purity of his ftyle ; the chief 
praife of Tibullus and Ptopertius, who certain- 
ly cannot boaft of more meaning than Horace's 
Odes. 

Waller, whom you prefcribe, Sir, ow.ed his 
reputation to the graces of his manner, though 
he frequently ftumhled> and> even fell fiat : but 
a few of his fm^ll pieces arc as graceful as pof- 
iible : one might fay, that he excelled in paint-* 
ing ladies in enamel, but could not fucceed in 
portraits in oil large as life. Milton had fuch 
fuperior merit, that I will o\ily fay, that if his 
Angels, his Satan, and his Adam, have as much 
dignity as the Apollo Bdvedere, his Eve has all 
the delicacy and gtaces of the Venus of Medici^ 



as his defcription of Eden bas the cc^ourihg of 
Aibano. Milton's tendernefs imprints ideasNa^ 
graceful as Guido*s Madonnas ; ajud the Alle- 
gra, Pertferofo, and Comus^ might be ddnotcd 
from the three Graces ; as the Italians give Cn- 
gcilar titles to two or three of Petrarch's bcft 
fonnets. 

Cowley, I think, would ha\re fiad grace (for 
bis mind was graceful) if he had* had any ear, 
or if his tafte had not been vitiated by the pur- 
fuit of wit ; which, when it does not offer it- 
felf naturally, degenerates . into tinfel or pert-- 
ncfs. Pertnefs is the miftaken ai1t£l:atit)n of 
grace, as pedantry produces erroneous dignity ; 
the familiarity of the one, and the clumfinefs of 
this^ other, diftort, or prevent, grace. Naiure, 
that furnifhes famples of all qualities, and in the 
fcale ' of gradation exhibits alf poffible fhades, 
aiFords us types that are ^more appofite than 
words. The eagle is fublime, the lion majeftic> 
the fwan graceful, the monkey pert*, the bear ri- 
dkulouily awkard. I mention thefe as linore 
cxpreffiveand corfiprehenlive than I could make 
definitions of my meaning; but I will apply' 
,Ae fwan only,- under whofe wings I willftelter 
an; apology for Racine, whofe' pieces« give me an 
id^a hf that bird. The colouring of the fwan is 
pure^ ' fis* attitudes^ ate ' graceful, he never dif- 
pteafds'ydu ^wheri failing on hia proper dement » 
Hkf^t may be ugly, his notes hiding,' not mil-' 
fical, his w^lk- ncJt natural ; he can foar, but it* 
is with difficulty. Still the impreffion the fw'an" 
leaver is that of grace— fo does Racine. * ' • '- 
i Boileau may' be ^cbftqfered to the dog,^ whofr 
iagacityi8-Temai1tfablej'-«i§ well as /its fawWng ohr 
k$ mAiter^ audits fniir)feg*flft -tftofcltSdiBikeav 
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If Boileatt was too auftere to admit the ptiability 
of grace, he eompenfates by fenfe and propriety. 
He is like (for I will drop animals) an upright 
magiftrate whom you refpe£l ; but whofe juftice 
and feverity leave an awe, that difcourages fa< 
rniliarity. His copies of the ancients may be 
too fcrvile — but if a good tranflator delcnre 
praife, Boileau deferves more : he certainly docs 
not fall below his originals j and, confidering at 
what period he wrote, has greater merit ^ill. 
By his imitations he held out to his countrymen 
models of tafte, and banillied totally the bad 
tafte of his predeceflbrs* For his Lutrin, re- 
plete with excellent poetry, wit humour, and 
fa tire, he certainly was not obliged to tlie an- 
cients. Excepting Horace, how little idea had 
either Greeks or Romans of wit and humour J 
Ariftophanes and Lucian, compared With qio- 
derns, were, the one a blackguard, the other a 
buffoon. In my eyes, the Lutrin, the Diipeiv- 
fary, and the Rape of the Lock, ace ftandarda 
of grace and elegance, not to be paralelled by 
antiquity \ and eternal reproaches to Voltaire^ 
whole indelicacy in the Fucelle degradjcd him aa 
much, when compared with the three authors I 
have named J as his Henriade leaves Virgil, and 
even Lucan, whom he more refembles, l^y far 
his fupeiriors* The iDunciad is btemiflied by 
the offenfive Images of the games, but the poe« 
try aiqpears to me admirabte j and thov^ tite 
fourth book has oblcurities, I prefer it to the 
three others. It has defcriptions not furpafled . 
hj any poet that ever exifted ; and which furely 
A writer jsierely ingenious will nev^i equal* The 
Uncs on Ital]^ on Venice, on Convents^, havet 
all ibc gjrace far whicli I coniend^ as diftinft 
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firom poetry, though united with th€ moft beau* 
^1 ; and the Rape of the Lock, befides the 
Originality of great part of the intentiony is a» 
itandird of graceful writing* 

In genera], I believe that what I call grac0^, 
is denominated elegance; but by^ grace t 
■lean fomething hi^er. I ^ will explain my- 
felf by inftances^ Apollo is graceful, Mer«- 
cury elegant. 

retrarch perhaps owed his whole merit to the 
harmony of his numbers, and the graces of bis- 
ftyle. They conceal his poverty of meaning^, 
and want of variety. His complaints too may 
have added an intereft, which, had his paffion 
}SttVL fuccefsful, and had exprefied itfelf witli 
equal famenefs, would have made the numbet~ 
of his fonnets infupportabler Melancholy ixt 
poetry, . I am inclined to think, contributes to< 
graice, when it is not difgraced by pitiful lamen- 
tations, fttch as Ovid's and Cicero's in their 
baniihments. We refpeft melancholy, becaufe: 
it imparts a fimilar afie£tion, pity^ A gay wri-*- 
ter, who fliould only exprefs fatlsfadion with-* 
out variety, would foen be naufeous. 

Madame de Sevigne (hines both in grief and: 
gaiety. There is- too mueh of forrow for her 
daughter's abfence; yet it i» always exprefled by 
new turns, new images ;;; and often by wit,; 
whofe tendernefs has a^ melancholy air- When^ 
&e forgets her concern, and returns to her na* 
tural difpofifion, gaiety,, every paragraph has^ 
novelty : her allufionsy her applications^ ar^ the::i 
happieft poiTible. I^he has the art of n^aking yo'u^ 
acquainted witl) all her acquaintance $ and'at-^; 
taches you even to the fppts j[|^e in^a^it^* }itf 
hrguagc is correft, though' uridudicd ; anxfi 
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lifhen her mind :ia full of a»y great event, ihe. 
interefts: you with the warmth of a dramatic; 
wrijter^ npt with the chilling impartiality' of anr> 
hiftorian.. Pray read her accounts of the deatl^ 
of Turtfnae and of the arrival of King James in 
France, and^tell me whether you do not - know* 
their perfons, as if you had lived at the time. 
For xny part, if you will allow me a word o£ 
digreflion (not that I have written with any me- 
thod), I hate the cold impartiality recommended 
to hiitorians ; Ji vis mefierty dolendurn eft pr'tmunt 
i^ tibi — but that I may not wander again, nor 
tire, nor coi>tradi£l you any more, I will finilh 
now ^ and ihall^be glad if you wiU dine at 
Strawberry-Hill next Sunday, and take a J>cd 
there \ when I will tell you how many more 
pgrts of your book have pleafed me, than 
Lave ftartled my opinions, or, perhaps, pre,- 
j.udices^ 

I ami Sir, your obedient,^ humble £ervant„ 

HoR.. Walpole* 

P. S. Be C) good as to let me know, by a line: 
by the pod to Strawberry-Hill, whether I fliall 
have the p4eafure of feeing you on Sunday*. 

Anecdote t ofiloe Streets^ 

Ther€ is a French book called Anedotes dis 
Rues de Farts* I had begun a fimilar Work, 
*f Anecdotes of the Streets of London." I in- 
tended, in imitation of the French original,, to 
have pointed out the ttreets and houfes where 
any rema^ble incident had happened. But I 
found the L.bour would be too great, in colleft- 
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ing mfiter^ls from v^4gIi)s; refourc^s : and I 
abandoiied^lihe <l^(ign> v^fiet: having written about 
ten c^ twelve pages. . / r : 

. i ; , JBons'Mots, 

I ^av^ made a.cdll^ion of the wit^.faj-* 
ings of Charlg$:I|[-. I have; alfo a . cojl^jSlipnr 
of faponsrmots> ;^by peppje who only faid one 

.witty thing La .thje whok courfe of their 

. lives. 

Charles II. hearing a high charaAer of 2t 

. preacher in the country, attencjed on^ of hi* 
lirmons.^ Exprefling hia drffatisfaiSbion, one pf 
the courtiers replied, that the, preacher was ap-* 
pl^uded to the Ikies by his congregation. " Aye,**" 

' obferved the King,, ^^ I fuppofe, his tionfenfc^ 
fuits their nonfenfe.'* . 

Sir Robert W^alpole:- 

. George, tl^e Fir ft did not underftand Engliflv 
Qeorge the Second fpgk^jthe language pretty- 
well, put with a broad , Qenman accent. My. 
iather << brushed up his old Latin,"- to ufe a. 
phrafe of Queen Elizabeth^ ..in order to converfe* 
with ^. the firiT Hanoverian fovereign : and ruled* 
both kings in fpite of evep their miftreffes. . : 

George u 

I can teir you, from^ unijpdlionable authority,, 

.a remarkable faft generally fufpefted, but riot 

accurately bnown.^ Tbcf count- Koningfitiark,. 

who aflaflinated Mr^Thynne in Pall-mall, af^ 

terwards'becaraeafi admirer of the wife-of the- 
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EleAoral PHiice of HattOTcff ^o was to 
ceed to the Englifli thtoae bjr the ftjle of 
George L The prince was o£tCB ahfent in the 
army^ and KoningfinariL was- fufpe&ed to have 
occupied his place. The Be^r being enraged 
at the real or fuppoied infttlt» ordered Koningi^ 
mark to be ftxangled. When George 11. made 
ikis ftrft journey to HanOTcr^ he ordered fomc 
repairs m the palace^ and the body was found 
under die floor of the princefs' dvelBag*-room. 

It is fuppofed the firft caufe of fufpidon arofe 
from KoningfrnarVs hat being found in ^the 
apaitment of the princefs. Dn Hoadley, in. 
Jhis ** Sufpicious hufband/' introduces a fimilar 
incident while the lady remains tmmacuiatc 
This pkafed George the Second, who was con- 
vinced of his mover's innocence. It is whim* 
ileal that this prince often expreifed his anger bf 
throwing down his bat> and kicking it about 
the room. 

George I. was> however, feparated from his 
wife ; and there was no queen in his reign. He. 
. had two miftiefles. One was Mifs Schulenberg^ 
^terwatds created Duchefs of Kendal, 'a tall^ 
thin gawky. The other was the Counted of 
Platen, who was created Countefs of Darling-- 
ton ; and' who, fqr fize, might have been com* 
pared to an eiephant and caftle. This couple of 
rabbits occaConcd much jocularity on theiv 
firft importation* 

King WilHam aiked Mr* Z^ocke Bow long he 
thought the revoh^tion principles m%ht laft in 
England. The philofopher aafwcrcdj « Till 

thM 



llui( g8tfef«tticm fltatt have fiSci zifrif^ and our 
univerfitics fliall have had time to breed a new 
one.'* Masif things I cfifapprove in our univer- 
fidesy iftrhere the counttf gentlemen are educated 
in t&rji&A by tor; clergy. 

SmoUtf's Hlllory of England was written in 
two years> and is very ddfeftitc. 

lliinking to amufe-my father once, after his 
retirement from the miniftrys I ofiered to read a 
book of hiftory. « Any thing but hiftory,** 
£ud he> <« for hiftory muft be falfe." 

4 

Widi f egard td %le, I think Addifon far 
inferior td Sryden—--l-and Swift is xhuch more 
corred. 

Every new^aj^eris now Written in af good 
ftyie. When^ I am confulted iibbut ityle, I 
often ixjx *^ Go to the t^andler's ihop for a^ 
ftyle.'* . ' 

Our eomrtion: c0nver£ition is now in a good 
ftyle. When this is die ^rafe, by ^e natural 
(rogrefe-of ;knowledge9 Writers are apt to think 
diey muft ctiftingui^ ihemfelves by an uneom-^ 
mon ftyle — hence elaboirate ftifibefs> and quaint 
briHiahee. Had the authors of the filver age of 
Rome written juft as they converfed, dieir 
works would have vidi with ihoie of the golden 
age. 'What a prodigious labour an author often 
takea to deftroy his^ own reputation ! As in old 
prints with'eurious flowered borders^ uncom^ 

mon 
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taefi indtiftry is:cxCTtc 4 ' i' o ply to guta jthc 

... I 

i 

Fawte. . ./ 

Much of reputation depends on the period 
in which it arifes. The Italians proverbialiy ob- 
fcrve, that one half of fame depends on that 
caufe. In dark periods, when taten'ts appear, 
they fhine like the fun through a Ixnall hole in 
the window-ihutter. The ilrong beam dazzles 
;imid the furrounding gloom. Open the (hut* 
ters, and the ^general diSufion of light attrac):a 

no notice. 

• • • • «^ . . . 

Literature has many revolutions. If an au-' 
. thor could arife from the dead) after. ^ hundred 
years, what would be hJs furprife'at the adveu- 
f uf es of his own works* ! I often fay, << Perhaps 
my books may be publifhed ia P^f^nofter- 
Row. 

The name of Horatio 1 diflike* It is thc-^ 
atrical; and not Englifh. I have, ever fince 
I was a youth, writtea and fubfcribed Horace-^ 
an£9g}i(h name for an Engliibman. .In all my 
books (and perhaps you will think of the numf"^ 
rofus Moratitif) I fo fpell my name. 

I always retain the To on xny letters^ and 
I think the omiifion fin impropriety. The 
mere name is too naked^, while the old ad* 
drpfles were too prolif* We dp not now ad.^ 
drefs an £arl as f < Right Honourable 'y* the 
bare title is thoijight m^re than " right" ho- 
nourable. « 

£i/iot! 



Bi/bep Ibadl^. 

Bifliop Hoadiey was a- true whigi he once 
preached a fermon on the anniverfary of the. 
Reftoration, and printed k with this witty ti- 
tle, <* The Reftoration no Bleffing without the 
Revolution." He ufed to exprefs great con- 
tempt for the univerfities ; and obferved, as an 
inflance of their great progrefs in learning, 
that the one had publifhed Shakefpcar, and th& 
other Hudibras^ 

Secret Services* 

I 
/ 

I obferve that Sir John Sinclair, in his book 
on the revenue, build& much on Bolingbroke's 
aflertidus, which^ as. proofs^ amount to no- 
thing. 

Some have confidently afTerted,. that Sir 
Robert Walpole's large {Secret fervice- mojiey 
^^eut to newfpapers ; wbile> in fa£t, it was 
neceflary in order to fix this family on the 
throne. Lord Orrery, fecretary to tlie Prer 
tender, had a penfion from Sir Robert Wal- 
polfi of two thoufand pounds a year. . The lord, 
his ' fucceflbr, who wrote the life of Swift, 
took lord Orford afide in the Houfe of iPeers, 
and told hin> he had made ftrange difcoveries 
in his father's papers. « Aye," faid Lord 
Orford," but the lefs you fpeak' of ^at, the 
better. You are an honeil man,, and that is 
enough," 

• Hanmcr*iandDr. Grcy/s. 



FoRhn cdirfutti fy Faffs* 

It was not L<inl Bath, but Lord ^moni^ 
who wrote the famous pamphlet^ ^fzGtion 
Confuted hj TtCLs/* 

Princffs Dowager of Wales • 

* . » - • 

Thj5 ling -had quarrelled with Bute before 
he came to the throne; it was his mother, 
the princefs dbwager, who forced her fon to 
employ that nobleman. I am as mueh con- 
vinced of an amorous connexion between B.and 
the P. D- as if It had feen them together. 

The P, IX was a woman of ftrong mind. 
When Ihe was very ill fhc would oipdcr hei? 
carriage, and drive about the ftreets, to (hew 
that ihe was alive. The K. and Q. ufcitogo 
and fee her every evening at eight ^lock ; but 
when flie got worfc they went at feven, pre- 
tending, they miftook the hour. Theni^t be- 
fore her death they were with her from feven to 
nine.. She keeped up the converfation atTufu^ 
al, went to bed, and was found dead in the 
. morning. She died of the evil, which quite 
confumedher. 

Mifceltaneous ArtiSptities. 

Here is a lift of curious articles, wluch lih- 
' tended for other Numbers of nxy 'Mifcellantous 
Antiquities,, if that publication had been eti- 
couraged* 

i:. Original Remonftraiice from General 
Menk to King Charles II. concerning the Plan- 
of Gbverpment he was to follow, i66o. 
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2. Co. Letter from Mr.. William Neve to Sir 
Thomas Holland^ touching, the Deadi and Fu- 
neral of James I. 

3. Co* Singular Letter from Sir John Stan- 
hope, 17 April, 1597 : a fpecimen of the court 
bribery of the times. 

4. Co. Letter from the Ducliefs of Cleve« 
land to King Charles 11. from the original in 
Lord Berkfhire's hands^ Paris 1678. . 

5. Ca Nine Letters from the celebrated Earl 
of Rochefter to his Countefs. 

6. Defcription of a curious MS. temp. H» 
VL ; with a French Poem addrefled by the Earl 
of Shrewsbury to that king's queen. 

7. (Printed Traft.) A Relation of Lord 
Nottingham's Embafly to Spain 1604, by Ro* 
bert Treiwell>. Somerfet Herald, 1605, 4to. 

^ 8. Go. The Bee, a Poem, by the Earl of 
•^cXf 1598. 

9. A Letter of News from T. Cromwelly 
1634. 

10. Co. A lingular Letter from a rich Heisw 
e(s upon her Marriage. 

- II. (Printed Tra£t.) AMaf^^ue; in which 
Prince Charles, aded, i6j,iS^ 

12. Extra&s concerning the Wardrobe of 
Edward IL 

13. Co. of a long and curious Letter of 
Father Peter, Confeffor of James IL to Fa- 
dier La Chaife, , Confeflbr of Lewis XIV. on 
the State of ABin in £ngland| dated ift 
March, .i6&7. 

14. Original Letter of OliTer Cromwel 
to his Wife, after the Battle of Dunbar^ 1650* 

15. Cot Letter from Sir Edward Herbert^ 
Fathqr of Lord Hexfaert of Cherbury. 
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1 6. Co. Singular Lette? from Sir Symonds 
d'Ewcs, 162 s:, 

17. Relation of the Duke of Buckingham^ 
Entertainment in France 1671, and fome 
Notes, &c. by Lord Clarendon.^— A moil re- 
markable account of the murder of Lady Lei»' 
ceftet by her Lord. 

1 8. Co. Letters from Queen. Mary to Lady 
Ruflell, Widow of Lord Ruflell, from the 
Originals in the Poffeffion of the Duke of Bed- 
ford. 

19. Original Letter from Queen Catherine 
Par, the Year (he died, 1548, ^to the Lor J 
High Admiral Seymour, her Httfband. ' 

• ao. Letter from Lady Haftings to Cardkiai 
Pole. 

21. Original Letter from Lady Huntingdoa. 
to Car<Knal Pole. ' . 

22. Another Original Letter to Gardinai 

Pole. 

23. The Original Expence Book of theMar^ 
quis of Buckingham^ the moft 'magnificent 
Peer of his Time, 1622 and feq. as kept by ht&. 
Treafurer. (From this kirge volume only ex- 
trads ftiould be made ) 

Life of Mrs. Bellamy. , 

I have been reading a bobk called Mrs. Bel- 
^lamys Apology for her life. To my certain 
knowledge one half of it is falfe \ .and I there*- 
fore believe the whole is in the Ske. predica- 



^i 'j. : 
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I was informed by Sir John Irwine, that one 
day, when he was at Mr. Grenville's, Mr. G, 
told Sir John, that he had that iporning receive 
ed a Letter from Junius, faying, that he ef- 
teeilQed Mr. G. and might foon make himfelf 
known to him. This afibrds me proof pofitive 
that the celebrated author of thofe letters could 
not be Mr. Grenvillc's fecretary, as was re- 
ported*. 

I really fufpe£l Single-fpee<^h Hamilton to 
have been the author from the following cir*- 
cumftance. • pne day, at a houfe, where he 
happened to be, he repeated the contents of that 
day's Junius; while, in faft, the printer had 
delayed the publication till next day^ Hamil- 
ton was alfo brought forward by Lord Holland ; 
and it i» remarkable, that Lord Holland<> 
though very open to cenfure, is uot once men- 
tioned. 

* Mr. Almonds, recent difcoverr on this topic, in his ufual 
inaccurate way of if Ji dixit, without any reference, or au- 
thority, may bc the truth, but is certainly very improbable. 
A young Irifhman, author of the Letters Of Junius ! I'his 
embryo Burke would infallibly haye been produced in public 
life, as his talents dcferved. . The mafculine maturity of 
the ftyle indicates an experienced writer. The tone is that 
of a man converfant in public affairs. -Why die in an ob- 
fcure liquation, in the £aft Indies, when a mere dif covery of 
his own fccret would have infured fame and fortune ? Incre^ 
dulua odi. • the 'oubig rf^tm\At% the ftyle of Junius— bUt how 
many iuccefsful imitations of his (iyie have appieared ! it is 
eafy'toapc any ftyle— but to found a new ftyle of fingular 
force and dignity is a different matter I 

i\mong 
f>]ace^ 

umhra^ ^ ■ ^ ^ - , . .. « 

Nor can the motto refer to the/a/^-, tficn in an acme of 

'?'"'*°'"' Gamck» 
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Garricky dining with me, told me, that, 
haring been at Woodfell's, he learned that the 
Junius of that day vould be the laft. Upon 
which, hurrying to St. James's, Itst reported this 
intelligence to feveral people. Next day he re- 
ceived a letter from Junius, informing him that» 
if he ufed fuch freedoms, a letter to him (houM 
appear. From this Garrick concluded that the 
author was about the court. 

Bolingbrohe and Martbweugh» 

Lord Bolingbroke' difcovered a foible of the 
great Duke of Marlborough, that he delight- 
ed in tying Mifs Jenning's garters. When 
he repeated the ftory, he ufed to add, •< What 
is known to women is known to the workL*^ 

Portraits of Mary §ueen of Scots* 

* The falfe portraits of M?iry Queen of Scots 
are infinite — ^but there are many genuine, as- 
may be expe£led of a woman who was Queen 
of France, Dowager of France, Queen of 
Scotland. I have a drawing by Vertue, from 
a genuine portrait unengraved. That artift was 
a papift and a Jacobite, and idolifed Mary. 
At Lord Carleton^s defire, and bdng paid by 
him, Vertue engraved a pretended Mary, in 
that nobleman's poiTeffion, hut loudly declared^ 
his diihelief. Tet had this portrait been copied 
in Freron's curious Hifloire de Marie Stuart^ 
Londra (Paris), 1742, 2 vols. tamo, and in 
many other works ; while the genuine Mary by 
Vertue, with the fkeleton and her age, has not 
been rc-engraved* 

Thft. 
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The world is generally averfe 
To all the truth it fees or hears, 
Btat fwaUowsnonfenfe and a He 
With greedinefs and gluttony* 

So fa]rs HttdibraSj I believe: for I quote from 
memory. 

Mr. To^nlefs Hudiiras* 

Speaking of Hudibrasj it was long efteemed 
an impoflibility to give an adequate tranila- 
lion of that iingular work, in any language ; 
ftill more in French, the idiom of which 18 
very remote from the concifenefs of the or- 
ginal. To our aftonifhment, Mr. Townley, 
an Englifh gentleman, has tranflated Hudibias 
into French, with the fpirit and concifenefs of 
ithe original. 

Squirrels and Mice^-^Lerd Pembroke. 

"Regularly after breakfaft^ Jnth^ fumaier feii* 
iim^ at leaftj Mr, Walpole ufed to mix bread 
aad milk in a large bafooy and throw it out at 
the window of the fitting-room, for the fquir« 
rels ; who^ foon after, ^ame down, from the 
high tree^, to enjoy their allowance. Thi$ in- 
Aaace of tamenefe and con&lence,^ led to one 
jet more remarkable, related by Mr. Walpole. 

'When I ipifited the old Earl of Pembroke, 
at WUton, he wouU always, before dinner, cut 
a ilice of bread into fmall dice, and fpread them 
en the chimney-piece of the diiiing-room. I 
mu at firft Xurprifed at tbi^ ceremony, till I 

faw 
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faw a number of mice creep from Invifible 
crevices, to partake tlie Earl's unufual hofpi- 

tality. 

That nobleman had fpveral eccentricities. 
He one morning took it into his head to daub 
with colours the cheeks and eyes of liis fine 
ftatues. Tranfported with the novelty of his 
creation, he ran in queft of the ladies, to {hew_ 
them this furprifing improvement. Meanwhile 
a waggifh youth, his relation, had extended 
the colouring to fome other parts. " Walk in, 
ladies, it is life" itfelf," faid ^he old earl. His 
furprife, and the^ confufion of the women,- may 
be eafily imagined. 

Biographia, 

I had happened to fay that the Biographia 
Britannica was an apology for every bpdy,^ This 
reached the ears of Dr. Kippis, , who was pub- 
liflimg a new edition; and who retorted that the 
life of Sir Robert Walpole fliould prove that 
the -Biographia was^^ not an apology for every 
body- ooon after I was furgrifed with a vifit 
ftom the Dodlor, who came to follcit materials 
for my father's life. You may guefs I very ci- 
villy rcfufed. 

Connoijfeurs* 

Dr. Ducarel was a poor creature. He was 
keeper of the library at Lambeth \ and I wanted 
a copy of that limning there, which is prefixed 
to my JRoyal and Noble Authors. Applying to 
the Doftor, I found ftpthing but delays. • l' 
myft purchafe his works, and take fome of his 

antiques 
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atitifues at an exorbitant price, &c. Com-, 
pletely difgufted,'* I applied to the Archbishop 
himfelf, who immediately permitted a drawing 
to be laken. 

Sir,*** *** i^ another pj>pr creature of aeon*-, 
noi&i^-.' He 'is, intnjth, a mere dealer in an- 
tiquities, and fome of them not the moft ge- 
nuine. 

A 

3FpiUcnelIe, 4n his qld age, was very 4^^ 
and was always attended in company by a ne- 
phew, a talkative, vain young man. When any 
thing remarkable bad .efcaped Fontenclle;s ^u- 
ditory nerve, he ufed to apply to his nephew,, 
<* ' What .was faid ?" Thi$ coxcomb would oi[ten 
anfwer, " Uncle, / faid— " Bah i vras the con- - 
ftant j^tort of the philofopher. 

• . * • 

• ; ' infidelky. : , . 

: , .'»:.. . • ' " . ; ■ '. 

' i!*dntcneUe'8 Dialogues on the Plurality ©f 
TVorids, firft rendered' me an infidel. Chnf- 
tianity, and' a plurality of worlds, are, in my. 
opinion, . ins^concileablQ., .Indeed, one wcxujd 
be*pu^zled enough to reconcile moderi^ difco- 
vcrics.on this globe alone, with any divine rev&. 
Jation. I never try to make converts 5 but ex- 
ppa and claim to enjoy my own opinion, and 
other people may enjoy thctirs^ It is my Bill of 
Rights. If a religious fyftem be infallibly true, 
and linfpircd 'by heaven hfrffi iwhat, h,um^ ef- 
fort can bjiire if? Intolkr^iBtfe isj i£oJaS^-7k-\ 
proof of falfchood- . Tr^th, far]fron:i being; too • 
delicate to ie 'touched, is.ftrspgthened by op- 
• ' poution 



pofition and difcttflion. . Yet in what cotmtry ts 
a fair oppofition to the eftablifhed religion per-- 
mittedf Are not famet rewardsi emoluments, 
wholly on the fide of the priefthood i Ought 
diey not to be open to all perfuafions ? One man 
gets an archbiflioptic^ and ten thoufand- fli fear, 
for averting a fyftem perhaps falfe* Henrha 
could even mathematically, if poffible, demon*- 
Urate its falfehood, would only run a rifk of 
being burnt. Is this truth I- Is this equality of 
difcuffion ! P fye, gentlemen ! firft lay down 
your prefetmentsi and then argue. Arguments 
from felf-intereft are of no avail with the wife. 
But as difintereftedneis and poverty were the 
very foundations of your fyftem, lb felf-in« 
tereftednefs and wealth will be its ruin*. 

Atheifm I difiike. It is gloomy^ uncomfort- 
able ; and, in my eye, unnatural and irradonal. 
It certainly requires more credulity to believe 
chat there is no God, than to believe tnat there is. 
This fair creation, thofe magnificent heavens, the 
fruit of matter and chance ! O impoflible ! 

I go to diurch fometimes, in order to induce 
my fervants'to^ to church. I am no faypocsite. 
I do not go in order to perfuade them to believe 
what I do not believe myfelf* A good moral 
fermon may inftrudl and benefit them. lonljr 
fet them aa example of liftcning, not of be« 
lieving. 

MithodifaL 

My neighbour, Mrs. ♦**, is a rank mct|todift. 
Ske torments all the pariih* She wan^d me to 
turn away an old fbrvant, becaufe he had two 
bdUrds. I pity herhufband. A ma% occu-* 

pied 
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pied with India and China, to be plagued with a 
methodift wife! She wants' to convert ^ him. 
This China^ indeed, is a bad dofe. Hundreds 
of millions who have never heard of Chrift and 
Judea, nor of Mahomet and Arabia ! Even thfc 
• Salvator Mundi^ die to no purpofe ! To fave the 
hundredth part of the hundredth part of a frac- 
tion of mankind ! What an infult to the faith ! 
We ought to have a crufade againft thofe 
"Chiuefei and baptize them in their blood, by all 
means. The fhocking infidels i 

. Annjlron^i Works. ^ 

• • ■ — " * 

Dr* Armftrong*8 Poem^on Health is very well. 
I was induced t'other day to glance at his own 
colle(£iion of his works in twd fmall volumes. 
His pride is moft difgufting* If you believe 
Jiina, there was no judge of poetry in England- 
Except himfelf. An authonfhould either know, 
or fuppofe, that there are in this enKghtened 
country thoufand^ of readers, who might perhapis 
write as well as himfelf, on any topic; but who, 
at any rate, tnay be fuperior judges, though 
they DC too lazy to call their tafte into adive ex- 
ertion. His profe is quaint and uninterefting ; 
ofteii puerile. — ^I only remember his objcilipn 
to tht/phtd^Q fubjeB matter f which is juft. His 
tragedy has no incidents, and the language is 
all in a, flutter. His Wintery in imitation of 
Shakfpeare, defcrves to be better fcaown. 



Original 
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Ortgiftal Letieri ^n improvm^s ff tie, Ef^B/K 

Since I received ypur Vpok^ $ir^ I fpa^e 
cc^fed from reading till I had finifhed it» fo ad-» 
mirable I found it, md fp full of good fenie^ 
.brightly delivered. Nay, I am pl^ed wijth 
mrfelf tQO> for haying formed the fa];n.e opinioi;! 
with jou on reversal poiQts> iix which w^ 4^.Wt 
ajgrec with the gca^rality of tnten. Qn fonji? to^- 
pics I confefs ^s frankly I dp 1^6% concu^r ^ith. 
you ; confiderihg how many you have touched^ 
it would be wpaderful ij^ we agreed on all, for 
I ihould not Se fincere if I faid I did. There 
sac others ob which I h^ve formed np omuion, 
foir I Ihould give myfelf an. impcrtiijiej^jt air yi^ii^ 
no truth, if I p^et^ndied to hav;C aijiy l^p>^^cdgc 
of many fubjeft8,Vof ^Jhich, y9ung as ypu ^V^, 
j0uie^ to hav.emade yourfeli nciw.er.* indeed 
I have gone deeply ii?to nothing, and therefpii 
ifaall not difcufs tjhofe heads on. which w^ d^ffbr 
anoft, asprobaUy I ihould opt 4^fend my ppiiiipns 
well. There is l^ut one part of yo^r ^pr^ to 
which I will venture a;ny ply'eiJlion, thou]^ you 
j^avc conlidercd it nfu.ch> ai>d I little — yet;Y Ufxjf 
indeed witli regard, to^^ your piropoi^^l,^ which tp 
4ne is but two days old.. I Ttneaii; ypiix plap\Sfpr 
Ijhc improvement of ,pujr bpguage, ^hiph Wlp^jr 
ha^ iome defefisL, aiid which wants corre^tioa 
in Oeyeral patticul^jqs* The fpecinc amen^m^t 
which. you,^^ppole, an^f to which t opjecl^ js 
the addition of a^s and fs to our terminations. 
To diange s for a in the plural number of our 

- fub- 

■• The book allttded.tcy was written iq early youth, and ha* 
many -juvenile crude ideas, long fiRce abandoned by its 
author. 



fbiblU^^es and adjeftives^ wottld be fo violent 
an alteration^ that I believe neither the power of 
Power, nor the power of Geniusi would be able 
to tScQ. it In fnoft cafes I am convinced that 
▼ery ftrong innovations are more likely to make 
knpseffion than fm^i and almoft imperceptible 
di&iences, as in Religion, Medicine, l^olitics, 8cc. 
but I do ^noc think diat Language can be treated 
in the fame manner, efpecially in a refined age. 
When a nation firft emerges ffoni barbarifm, 
^RTOor diree mafterly writers may operate won- 
ders; and the fewer the number of writers, a^ 
the number is fmtfll at fuch a period, the ^ more 
abfolute is their authority. But when a country' 
has been poliihing itfelf for two or three centu* 
ries, and ^'hen coi^fequent>y authors are innu^ 
nserable, the moft fuperemirient genius (or who- 
evcir is efteemed fo^ though without foundation )> 
poffcffks very Irmittd empire, and is far fron^ 
meeting implicit obedience. Every petty writer 
will coQteft very novd inftitutions ; every inch 
of di^^e in any language Will be difpui^d : and 
the Ifinguage will t^emain as it was, longer than 
the tiibuncdt which (hould dtS^i^e very hetero^ 
§enebtt6 alterations. ' 

Witk regard to adding a or ^ to nafal confo-» 
naats^ confid^r, Sir, fhouid the ufage beadoptr 
ed, what havoc would k make ? All oiir poe-^ 
try would be defcflive in tilecre, or would be- 
come at once as obfelete as ChaUcer ; and could 
we promife ourfelvesj that we ihould acquire 
better harmony, aQd more rhimes, we ihould 
liav^ a new cn^ of poets to replace Milton> 
Dryden, Gray, and I am forry you will not ak- 
low me ito add. Pope* You might enjoin ouf 
profe to be reformed, as you have done by the 

F 2 Spec- 
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Spe£tator in your .****♦**, but trjr Dryden'^sr 
Ode by your new inftitution, ; 

I beg your pardon for thefe trivial obfervati-* 
ons. I aflure you I could write a letter ten 
times as long, if I were to fpecify all I like in 
your work. I more than like moft of it ; and I 
am charmed with your glorious love of liberty, 
and yo\lr other humane and noble fcnti- 
ments. ♦♦*'^* ******* 

It is as great as uncommon, and gives me as 
good an opinion of your heart. Sir, as your 
book iloes of your great fenfe. Bof^ afTure me 
that you will not take ill the liberty I have ufcd 
in exprefling my doubts on your plan for amend- 
ing our language, or for any I may ufe in dtf- 
feiiting from a few other fentiments in your 
work ; as I fhall in what I think your too loiw 
opinion of fome of the French writers, of your 
preferring Lady Mary Wortley to Madame Se- 
vigne 5 and of your efteeming Mr. Hume a man 
of a deeper and more folid underftahding than 
Mr. Gray. In the two laft articles it is impoiE- 
blc to think more differently than we do. In 
Lady Mary Vletters, which I never could read 
but once, I difcovered no merit of any fort; 
yet I have feen others by her (unpubliflicd) that 
have a ,good deal of wit ; and for Mr. Hume 
. ive me leaye to fay, that I think your opinion 
that be might have ruled a Jlate, ought to be qua- 
lified a little, as in the very next page you lay — 
his Hiftory is a mere apology f fir prerogative ^ and 
a very iveak one. If he could have ruled a ftate, 
one muft prefume at beft that he would have 
been an able tyrant — and yet I fliould fufpecl 
that a man who fitting coolly iA his chamber 

could 
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couM {&rgQ but a weak apology for prerogative, 
would riot have exercifed it. very wifely. I knew 
perfonally, and well, both Mr. Hume and- Mr! 
Gray ;> and thought there was no degree of comr 
parifon betweeil thrir undcrftafi dings — and, in 
fa£):, Mr. Hume's writings were fo fuperipr, to 
his converfation, that I frequently faid he under- 
ftood nothing till he had written upon it. What 
you fay, Sir, of the difcord in his hiftory from 
his lov« of prerogative, and hatred of church- 
men, flatters me much, as I have taken notice 
of that very unnatural difcord in a piece I print- 
ed fome years ago, but did not publifh, and 
which I will (hew to you when I have the plea- 
fure of feeing you here : a fatisfa£lion I fhall be 
glad to tafte whenever you will let me know you 
are at leifure after the beginning of next week, 
lam. Sir, with great refpeft and eftecm, your 
obedient, humble fervant,. 



HoR. Walpole, 



Strawberry -Hilly 7ir«e aa, 1785. 



Lord Cie/ler/ieicL 

The reafon why Lord Cheflerfield could not' 
fudceed at court was this. After he returned* 
from his embaiTy at the Hague, he chanced to. 
engage in play at court one night, and \roit 
i5ot>L Not choofing to carry fuch a fum home, 
at fo late an hour, he went to the apartment of 
the Countefs of SuiFolk, the royal miftrefs, and 
left the money with her. The Queen's apart- 
ments had a window which looked into the ft air- 
cafe leading to thofe of the C9untefs,.and (he 

F 3 . waa^ 



vru infonneci of the tnn&£tion, She rtidtmS 
all, and pofidvely obje&ed to ChefteriSueld ct^t 

being yarned. 

CoufOifs <f St^olh. 

This Counteft of Suflblk had married Mtv 
Howard ; and they weje fo poor, that they took 
a refolution of going to Hanover, bef(»re. th^ 
death of Queen Anne, in order to pay their 
court to the future royal family. Such was 
their poverty,- that, having invited fome friend^ 
to dinner, and being difap|)ointed of a finall re«^ 
mittance, fhe vras forced to fell her hair to fur-* 
pifli the entertainment. Long wigs Were thea 
in faihion ; and her hair, being fine, long, and 
fair, produced twenty pounds. 

Sir Robert Walpole never paid any court ta 
liady Suffolk ; a circumftance which gresMly re- 
commended him to Queen Caroline. UpoiL 
Mr. Howard's becomingtarl of Suffolk, by his 
brother's death, he wifhed to refcue his wife, but 
dared not attemj^t it in the verge of the court. 
Once he formed the plan to carry her off, as (he 
went to Hampton-court palace, but the Duke of 
-Argyle, and his brother. Lord Hay, carried her 
out in a pofb-chaife, at dght o'clock in the 
morning. 

The tory party wishing to try if Lady Suffolk 
bad any intereft, prevailed on ner to requeft that 
Lord Bathurft fhoiild be. made an earl. It wa& 
refufed, and the party loft all hopes. 

Mifi Balkn^n^ 

. The Prmce, afterwards Gectgc TI. was dei^ 
f»eiately in love with Mife Sallenden, who hated . 

him« 



aot fttccbedihg, the Prince wsi& fdrced to .con- 
tent himfelf with the ttiedldttix, tdio was- oot 
pretty, but tfet<y igrecdWc. 

Miib fi^llbiiden was est<}tiifiibly biaatifoi; and 
as gres^ an ornament to the couyt of €>«Drge L 
as her countrywoman, Mifs Stuart, had biea to:' 
tfiat of Charles II. She was the daughter of 
Lord BaUendeh, dnd m^ttied Cobttel Campbelij 
afterwards Duke of Argyie. 

After her marriage, hfer f6rm«r royai lover, 
piqued by her difdain, feldom failed to ftep up 
to her at court, aiid fay fuch cruel things that 
ihe would colour, and be mod lUiiafy. Uiigfe- 
nerousi eertaitily, aa he ought rather to faa^ 
ai^audM her yirtue. Hetirt IV: of France* 
you know, praifed the lady wno anfwered hinsi 
^diat At ofaly patii tb her^ <:httiirber lay tfaiDughr 
the oharch. 

Sir Robert Waip$k. 

On the death of George I.' my father killed 
two horfes, in carrying the tidings to his fuc- 
eeflbr : and, kneeling down> afked who fhould 
coinpbft his M^jefty's fpeech ? The King told 
him to ^d to Sir Spencer Gompton. That ^n- 
tlemftn, untifed to public bufinefs, was forced to: 
fend to Sir Rob^, to reqo^ff bis affiftance in 
the compofitlott. The Q^een, upon this> laiked* 
the Kitig if it wer^ not better to employ his fa- 
ther's minifter> who could manaj^e his bufifnefe* 
Witborit the help of aftothifer ? My fat&r was 
inftanftl^ rfeppoihted. 

S6fmd>ody had toM thfc l^rhfccfs,* afterwards 
QjKfeii Caroline, that Sir Robert Walpole had 

E 4 caUed. 



called, her' ar fat bitch. It ^was not true, Bitt . 
npon fettling her jointure by parliament, when : 
fhewas Princefs of Wales,., apd 50,000!. being * 
propofed. Sir Robert, moved and obtained 
ioo,oool. .' The Plincefs,. i^ great good-hu- . 
mour, fent him word that the fat bitch had for*-^ * 
given him* 

. Frederick Prince of Wales • ' 

It fecms fatal to the Houfe of Brunfwick 
to dijplay a conftant fucceffion of quarrels be-- 
tween father. and fon» George 11. had quar- 
relled with his father. Frederick, Prbce of 
Wales^ was a worthlefs fon. The cant of li- . 
berty, afTumed by his partifans, was truly lu- . 
dicrous, a&much fo as the Prince's pretended - 
tafteior poetry and the arts. I recoiled none • 
of his anceftors eminent in arms : . and that 
any of the family (hould have a real tafte for 
letters, or the artSi would be little fliort of a 
miracle. 

- * " . ,• . ' ' ' 

Corruption^ 

In my youth I thought of writing a fatire 
on mankind, but now in my age I think I 
ihould write an apology for them* Several wor- 
thy men, whom I know, fall into fuch unex- r 
p^ed fituations, that to me, who know thcfe: 
fituationB, their condu£t is matter of compaffion,.*. 
and not of blame. 

Sir Robert Walpolc ufed to' fay, that it 
was fortunate fo few men could be prime mi* 
nidersy as it' was beft that fqw ihould tho- 
roughly 



roughly know the fhocking wickednefs of man-- 
kind. 

I never heard him fay, that all men have their 
prices ; and I believe no fuch expreffiou ever- 
camecfrom his moutlw 

- Maxim of G&ijernmettU' 

Sir' Robert's grind maxim of government* 
waa ^ieta ne movet'e : a maxim quite oppoiite 
to thofe of our days.' 

Walpole atid Mnfon, 

I (hall tell you a great fecret, the caufe of 
my late difference with Mr. Mafon [i785]«- 
Lord H. Mafon, and I, ufed often to meet to- 
gether, as we cordially agreed in our fentimcnts 
of the public meafures purfued during this 
reign. But whlen the India bill of Fox came- 
to be agitated, Mafon took a decided part 
againftitj nay, wrote to me that, upon this- 
cccafibnj every one ought to afTift the King ; 
and warmly recommendedv it to me to ufe my 
influence in that caufe. 

You may imagine I was a little furprifed at 
this new ftyle of my old friend, and the imperti- 
nence of giving his- advice unafked^; I return-- 
cd a light, ironical anfwer* As Mafon had, in 
a fermon preached before the Archbiihop. of 
York, publicly declared that' he would not ac- 
cept of a bifliopric, if oifercd'to him, I jeeringly 
told him that I fuppofed his antipathy- to a bilh- 
opric had fubfidfed. He being alfo the firft pro- 
moter of the Yolrk aflbciationS (which I never 
approved) J I added -that I fuppofed he intended;,- 

F 5- to-* 
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to ufe tBat foolW*** as a tool of popubnty* 
For W*** 18 fo ftupid thai he cannot ew€» 
write Englifh'^ and the fixQi York afibciat^cxi^' 
paper, which is written by W***, is nei^ier 
fenfe nor grammar. . 

To return to LordH. He was fo ot>noxioa5> 
to the court that, when his mother lately dieck. 
the Queen did hot fend a mcfiage to- his Cbun- 
tefs, to iay that fhe would. call on her; likou^^ 
this be always done; in etiquette to a C0u»i:efs>. , 
and as.- conftantLy refufed. In confeq.u^nce- 
Lord and Lady H. nerer went near the court : 
But when Fox's India bill came t€)* the Houfeof 
Lords, Lord H.. probably by Malbn's fuggeftipns, 
reniained to the very l^ft of the qucftiou, and* 
much diftingiaifhed himfdf againS it. The coar- 
iequence was> that, a few days after^ Lord H,^ . 
called on me, to fay that the King had fej^ hiix^^ 
a meffage,. requefting his acceptance of the jem— ; 
baiiy to Spain : and he concluded wrtlibeggjngj^ 
my advice on the occafion* I told him at once. . 
that, (ince the King had fent fuch a mefiage^ F \ 
riibught it was in fa£l begging ^ardbnn " and^ 
my Lord, T think you- muft go to court, and »e— . 
turn thanks for the offer, as you 4p not accepi itJ^' 
But lo and behold'!' in a day or two Lad]^ HL 
was made lady of the bedchamber to the Queen ;f 
arid Lord H.^ was conftantiy dangUng^ in; the,- 
drawing-room.^ 

Soon after Mafon, in- another letter, afked^* 
me what I thought of Lord H.'s becoming, fuch» 
a courtier, &c. I was really ihocked to fee a , 
man^ who had profeiTsd fo much, treat fuch a ^ 
matter fo lightly ; and returned a pretty fcvere 
anfwer. Among other matters, T (aid ironical-, 
ly, that, fince Lord IL hadf^iven^ his cap-andi- 

" ' ' dagger 



Mggnrfibf f6 IMemaiter; he<Mrf(>«)if^]M» 
tmgst w6W(ity aAf my Icm^. fiSr my buff oi 
Caligula. For Lord H; ufed formferty aiwrays- to 

M& Alf^d)^ ^h6#^ h# wentf- ta court : but h^ 
^Xf^ ft^^ ISftte' loy Hl^jtew hi8^ (Atiijgft; And I, 
llM^h'a^MrfiriA MsnA ot rt]^himimfin^y havd 
rfWl«^b«ift o# @alig<fl2^ kv bvoalzey much ad- 
iH^ed'f or i# fi^e woWuilaihfliipv' 

The- cottfcq^«nter of thrcfe differehees has* 
bien/ diat wc oatt o^ each ddier^. btit ai^ ora^tjie 
0tkleftiteri^s« 

I OBght to httTO meniSoiied > that Mr; Maftm^'- 
111 his* latt^^ycpiftte to mb,. condoljcd w^th me onv 
Aft d6atfeKif my brothcri by?whidi;I*l6ft 1400^. 
*^ yeai'. fa' my ail fOi^r I toldihim thiere was no?' 
H^bm.^ fof'^candoleAce in tbeafiaif, ihjr brother 
having attained-the age of feventy-fevcn's atfd £ 
myfelf being :an old man*of fixty-cight^ fo that' 
h'^wras time for the^ old diHd t* 'give overbuy-" 
ing of baubks. I added> that Mr. Mafon well 
kftov that "the j^cc had beeil twice offered to ' 
itfefoir myownUfe,. burJhad'Fefuiedi and left: 
if cm ifccr old £ob^hg of m^ brotlier'sv 

Maibn tX)Ot has* turned^ a kittd of a courtier,^ 
dHMigfa he 'was former];^ fo notedythat, being: 
ofte of the King's diB}>iains5; and it being, hisr 
tSim* lib ^ preach' before the royal famHy, the- 
C^een onlered another to perform the office. ;' 
Bur ifididil thb fubftitute began tto read pravers, > 
Mafonaifo began the fame fervice. He diaiiot; 
fay iirfurtlicr he proceedW^ but thit I had ? ft'dhi^ 
fiiBOwa mouth ; and'Snit happjened- i» the cha-r 

pel4 

• JfutKWiirc Mr; Walpote*« pttfcifef w<tfd« in ty^sJi 
'fi0pkhf ftUaffturg et nof mutamitr in iUh^ 
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pd at St. James's, it is furprifing the town ^# 
not know it. Mafoo in CDivfeq^nce reCgtii^ ; 
Ae chai^nibip. ' , . >t.'i,:. •. . ^^^ 

. .Maibn has fix or eight hunted a year». arming 
from a living to which he. wa^^ pvefeoted by the 
Earl of Holdernefs^ and from his lrDrii:.prebend. 
In my laft letter to him, I aiked if fupeniume-^ 
vary church-pofiices: were not ^moiig the articlea 
of Mr. Pitt's reform ? I do think that Mafoa 
changed his fentiments from a (illy hope of fee- 
ing. lus favourite fcheme, of parliamentary re*,' 
form, profper in Mr. Pitt's hands, but which 
that giddy boy afterwards fo notorioully joggled.; 
I ncverthelefs muft regard the change a& flat apof* .- 
tafy, for Pitt was then a£):ing in formal oppo-- 
fition to the conftitution of his country, beings 
^e only miniller who ever with&ood the Houfes. 
of Commons. 

Fox^^s India BUL 

In my opinion Mr Fox^s India bill waa nofet 
only innocent, but falutary. In a converfation. 
with Fox, I obferved that all the arguments- 
brought againft that bill, of its forming a new 
power in the conftitution, &c. had been for— 
merly urged, as appears from fiurnet, againft > 
the conftituting of a b6ard of trade in William's j 
veign : a meafure which was, however, carried^ 
into efFed, and has not been attended with one-, 
bad confequence. 

The followii^ I heard with my own ears at r 
a^ nobleman's table: After dinner i happened ta 
outftay all the company, except two French 
gentlemen. One of them alked his lordfhip i£ 
he knew Mr« Fox I The nobleman anfwer^d — 

" A little^ 



^ A Httle> as peogle in the. world kxiow each 
Other.** The French gentleman theti (aid> that 
ke was juft fetting out for France fo had not 
time, to fee Mr. Fox s^ but he^ begged his lord- 
fiiip to tell him, that it was the univerial opinion 
in Fcance,. of the heft judges of the fubje^, 
that this bill prefented the only plan which could . 
iiecure India to England ^ and that its confe* 
^uences were (b apparentj,. that in France the; 
were, generally dreaded. 

The prefent views of the French [1785] are 
evidently to diveft us of India, as they have 
done of America. Our fleet 'muft of courfe 
decline ; and ki that cafe France hopes to dic-^ 
tate to ua- on all occafions^ though, the j^aloufy 
^f other powers may prevent its conqueil of thia. 
,^couqtry^ Nana! power is, , in. all events, the, ^ 
moil uncertaiQ and precarious of any^, as all. hi£- 
tory confpires to evidence*. Ireland, hy the in- ^ 
famous juggling, of the " PBopofitions," has 
k)(l all. confidence ia this country.. Were our 
ihipping and commerce to decline, all is loft,, 
lot Qur debts iwailow our x:even up. 
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Sray^ was a' deift, but a- violent enemy of,; 
atheifts, fuch as he took Voltaire and Hume to. 
be ; but, in my opinion, erroneoufly. 

The .quarrel between . Gray and me arofe- 
from his being: too fe^ic^fusa companion. Lhadv. 
juft brol^ Ipofe frowa the rqllraints of ^ the uni- 
verfity^ v with,; as .much money as > I could fpend, 
and. I. was. 'Willing to iiijdulg^ myfclf. Gray. 
was for^antiquities, &c., while I was for^ per^. 
petual balls and plays. The fault was mine. 

Gray 
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•ilte^ ^rdfeit * ♦^ dfe^ ridVlfefeb the jl^ifiof- 
J^nttiTV, t5io\igfc' tfie laft dirf. A ftfati'g^ cbtt^- 
tradi£?K)rt, when ail is cohfSfefcd. But his <m«- 
lyaiih feciti* to fee thaifbf op^ofitfeA* to- Mg^' 
grandfather, who • d^ — ^ his rtiotltet fcf a?t' 
)iiu^-4v> when he heard tha[t?fl\€ hadr theeviL- 

A' M'odertfJf^ig. . • 

tordB; a whig r His cclebratecThrc^er if^ 
ihdceda warm. one. But, hark in yout ekV,. ' 
Lord B* under the mafk<^of wMggefy, is the • 
King's correfpondcnt for Scotch apfeif s ! Dividf' \ 
et'mptra iff the favourite nfia:*ittv : all^faiiilf fttt^^- 
pjftty diflfittfltolisarecbnfounrfedi * 

Iiord^ B; is", hd^ew^erf a mere changefihg;* - 
I am plagu^xi witH hiV cbrrefpcWdaice, whidi' i^^* 
full of ftuff. J fay rtotftiwg of hfe* fe^i^ilteg^.* 
letter to- Pitt; alleging his friendftiip wfth his*- 
father^ and foliciting a- plaee. Heaven defend^ • 
us from- fueh whigs ! Yet he writes to t&e^as^^ • 

t • m* % 

. • « < - . . '^ . . « .-. ► 

rity <if our* cduftA*^^- Ifte rtMbaP hx^' otilf » 

to he\lt^ the* IhttS^ Bbaitol^ tfcfe puttlitr httppintftr' - 

w^hi i# wHoHy tiie v^rfe df t^eir anl^gottift^. - 

They ^fe abfui^S^ tb ifegret jSid liatlidnal free- - : 
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they fatten. Sic vm fhn if9Hi meUifitsth' aper .^^ 
Had the lories fiicceeded at the revolution, or 
acceiBbn, dtis fair gatlMvy' would Bav« been^ 
another Spain ; the defolate abode of nobler 
z»d priefts^ What hae- renJI^^ it the- wonder 
and >enyy of Europe ?. Freedom^ Okie wovild 
"wondes tha& any man^ flioitM' cotifpire agatnft 
the. general felscity-rbufe- thi& in(ati«ition arifcs^ 
£com the ^[frit du corpsi^. which can even prodtiee^ 
mental blindnefs — can inftigate its unhappy, 
devotee to deftroy the hen that, lays the gol«- 
den eggs». 

r Wiliiatn lUi 

•" 
William^ Qi. is^ now termed- a jEboundird^ b«e 

iRKas not- Jamcft II. a feol-? The ehara j^ of 
WiUiam is- generally conficfered^ on too* flisaii at 
faale.. To eftimate it; {)frop^y,< wt nndL. m- 
memb^' t^at Louie^ XIV».had> fbrmcd^ a< vaA£ 
fcheme of conqueft, which would have, oveo*- 
thrown the. liberties of all Europe, have fub- 
jefted even us to the^<Sapl<ce of Frenchipriefts- 
and French Harlots^ The extirpation of) the 
pfOteflft^ntvFdigio|)y t^ abolitif)ivo# ai^Qphriirpifi- 
vilege%. ijv^^ have b66ii- tBe iii6dUUo: cdnf<^-^* 
quence; I fpeak of this fcheme not as^^a ^sftii^ 
fan, but from the moft eictenfive reading and in<*' 
formation on the topity: I fa)^ tttat William IIJ.. 
was the firft,' if not fole caufe of the complete, 
ruin of this- gkin o£ t^annj^ The Sngfifn rb^ 
iFolutipH was but a fecendary ob^edly the tiirrtne'* 
a mere ftep towards the altar of^ Suoopean ISieiv-. 
ty. William had recourfe to all parties mcreljf 
to-'fcrve this gr^at end,, for which he often ex- 

Qofed' 
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Cfird^hit^ownlifein the fickl> and vas deromecP 
^ conftant cant ia thecabinen 

Though Jt admire republican principles itr" 
theory, yet I am afraid the ]Nra£ltce may be 
too perfed^ for human nature. We tried a 
republic ia& century, and it failed. Let our 
enemies try next* l hate political experi*- 
ments* 

Commentaries of Agrippina.' 

Tacitus mentions the Commentaries of Agrip* 
pina,. mother of Nero. I wifb we had more 
extra^s from a work by fo fingitlar an author. 
I (hould fuppofe^ it was decent, and attempted to ' 
palliate her crimes. Yet I (hould like tohave a . 
copy, bound up with Atian's life of Tilliborus- 
the .robber, quoted, if I remember right, by 
Lucian. . 

. Credit] 

I have no credit any where. How fliouM^^. 
I ? ..I Jiave never ftooped to the means of ac-^- 
quring itV .. 

. ' » . • 
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(Jowlfy'i*. catalogue of mtftreffes feems to^ 
be fpAi|idcd on a poem- in the Authologia I:a- 
lorum* .. [p. -104,] 1 . 



• • 



:fc/}- 






Jtft'BoohJty Tacitus* 

Tacitus is faid to have made a coUe£lion 
of jefts, I doubt not but they were acute 

©DCS. 

t . ' ■ ^ . *' 

Dijfenting Portraits*- 

What fpecial vanity can overwhelm us with 
ft) many portraits of diffenting teachers i I muft 
clofe my colle<3ion. I am fick of fuch trum- 
pery. They remind mc of a vifionary who 
flourilhed in the laft century. He was at the 
expence of having a plate engraved, in which 
he was reprefented kneeling before a crucifix, 
with a label from his mouth, •< Lord Jefus,' do 
you love me ?** ' From that of Jefus proceeded 
another label, « Yes, moft ilJuftrious, moft* ex- 
cellent, and mbft learned Sigeru^, clowned poet 
of his Imperial Majefty, and moft worthy rec- 
tor of the univcrfity of Wittenburg, yes, I love 

ContempQrary. Judgments* ^ 

Contemporaries ^re tolei;able judges of tem- 
porary merit, but often moft erroneous in their 
eftimale of lafting fame. Burriet, you know, 
fpeaks of ''^one Prior ;" and Whitlocke of ^^ one 
Milton, a blind man/* Burnet and Whitlocke 
were men of reputation themfelves. But w»hat 
fay you of Heath, the obfcure chronicler of the. ' 
civil wars ? He fays « one Milton, fincc ftrickea 
withblindnefs," wrote againft Salmafius; and 
compofed « an impudent and blafphemous book,,, 
called " Iconoclaftes/* 

Famitf 
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riibteri's account of ffie CBurtfenay feWajr 
» Ihhis Ufiiil mafferly ftjl^'. tobk imo Milton*** 
Travels for a curious epitaph on the laft I6rtl> 
who died at P^dua. I need . i^oj remind you^ 
that he was honoured in thtd aSeftions of Mary 
and Elizabeth. , 

Alalia ^tieth ginittilt- fuefkt^iib hiBitfi^a: t^aironuiitv 

t^oifioheiuh cellSit bis<^ coDtiiMif slt^aDucem, 
1 Credttft caufa neds Re^^t nffdastttt tupiHd; 

R cgfBs optitum tttne qtttxjiHS' toliflllbi«in. 
. C^ Tfipki IHrodereinoncorilirnfercy PiiUii>pir 

Reginam Rigi jwagisre po0e rftti. 
Europm unde fiiit ^nveni pera^fare neceife^ 

Bz fuo m<ir8 miieio contirit ante diem* 
Anglia ii plorat deAin^o Principe tanto, • 

Kilmirum, domino deficit ilk pi<i. 
Scd ]am Cortolicui cctlo fruliur^iue teatii, " 

Cunv doleant Anglr, cuih fine fine gemani. 
Cdrtbiibi proldiias igUur, prsftamia, homeh, 

Dum ftabit hoc tcmplum, vi^ida fempcrcrunf. 
Aagliaquc hinc etiani ftabit, ftabuntque Britaani, 

Canjugii oj^ttti iama^pcrdhnis trit^ 
Jraproba Naturas Icgig Libitina rcfcindcna, 

t 

* .Tbustfahflafed:.^<^Thi^^^ c1i€ft>fint^ils tRri^^i? 
«/ Coujrtenay, born in England, of vfrbJth couirtr)^ he had a- 
prbtoeA of becoming the matter* Tfie fuppofed caufe of hi* 
d^atKwa»hH amtykidritd feSse thetlirlfed, by niirrylngthe 
^poin; ^ the p«cr& wcmld neft cdnfcnt, prefewtog PliiKu/ 
- royal hufband* Hence it becamtf ncceffirjr for the youth 
tt tf af el ttirdugh £ucope ; ah^ in cdnfcquence Ke perifted 
by a'prelhaete^ dc«h. It isf riot ferf^ifin^ tK« Eti^witit* 
<Haukl lame^ thb late' of ftrch ^ princi, and droo^ a^ for 
the deatli of her ff^out lordf. Bat Courtenay now enjoys 
Ae h^py fddery df fidaVeW, ^'Kftethe Englilk lament atfcT 
groan without, end," &c. 

Epijih 



£pyHe to Chambers. 

The CompUcr having learned that the ce- 
lebrated eplftle to Sir William Chambers waa 
fuppofed to be written'by Ma&n, very inno- 
cently exprefled to Mr. Walpole his furprife 
that Mafon, the general charaderiftic of whofc 
poefy is feeble delicacy, but united with a plea?- 
fing neatnefs, (hould be capable of cbmpofing 
fo fpirited a /atirc. Mr.Walpole) with an 
arch and peculiar fmile, anfwered, that it 
would be indeed furprifing. An inftantaneoug 
and unaccountable imprewon arofe that he was 
hjmfelf the author — ^but delicacy ptevcntcd the 
dife£t queftion. The compiler nas fince heard a 
fufpicion to ^ fame efie^, exprefled by com^ 
petent judges. There is; at any rate, il'eafon 
to believe that Mr. Walpole had ar 0iaire in that 
compoCtion. 

Opium^ 

I am (urprifed at the averfion our medical 
men entertain againft opium. I have bad a 
fevere attack of the gout, and could not fleepi. 
I confulted my phyfician : he advifed me hot to 
ufe opium. As foon as he was gone I fent for 
feme* I took it % have flept well, and am 
almoft recovered. 

, Original Letter^ 

} • . 

S^rawUrry-Bill^ July %'J^ 17^$. 

Ton thank me much more than the gift de- 
ferved. Sir. My editions of fuch pieces as I 

. have 

* Five grains^ if memory mav be trtiftH< ' 
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have left, are wafte paper to me. I will not 
fell them at the ridiculoufly advanced prices that 
are given for them 5 indeed only fuch as were 
publiihed for fale, have I fbld at all; and 
therefore the duplicates that ternain with me, 
are' to me of no value, but when I can oblige 
a friend with them. Qf a few of my impref^ 
(ions I have no copy ^)Ut my own fet ; and as 
I could give you only an imperfe£l colleftion, 
the prefent was really only a parcel of frag- 
menta. My memory was in fault about the 
R and N. AutUors : I thought I had given theoi 
to you ; I recolle£l now that I only lent ytnx 
my own copy ; but I have others in town, and 
you (hall have them when I go -thither. For 
Vcrtuc's MS. I am in no manner of hafte. 

« . « « 4 # ' # 

My chief rcafon for calling on you twice thi»; 
week was to learn what you had heard ; and- 1 
fliall be much obliged to you for further infor- 
mation, as I do not care to be too inquifitive, 
left I fhould be ftifpedled of know^ing more, of 
the matter. 

There are many reafons. Sir, why I cannot 
come into your idea of printing Greek*. Ja 
the firft place, I have two or three engagements 
for my prefs y and my titjie of life does not al- 
low me but to look a little way fartKer. In 
the next, I cannot noW go into new expences of 
. purchafe. My fortune is very much reduced, 
both by my brother's death, and by the late 
plan of reformation. The laft realbn would 
weigh with me, had I none of the other. My 

admiration" 

'^ An edition of Anacrcoo had been recommended a& a. 
mere lhe:c*ry curiofit}% 



admiration of the Greeks was a little like that 
of the mob on other points, not from found 
knowledge. I never was . a good Greek fcho- 
lar ; have long forgotten what I knew of the 
- language ; and as I never difguife my ignorance 
of any thing, it would look like affeftation to 
priiit Greek '^authors. I could not bear to 
print theiii without owning that I do not un- 
defftand them ; • and fuch a corifeflSon would 
perhaps be as much bftentation as unfounded 
pretenCpns. I muft' therefore ftick to my fim- 
plicityj and not go out of "my line. It is diffi- 
cult to diveft one's felf of vanity, becaufe im- 
poffibk to diveft one's felf of felf-love. If one 
runs from one glaring vanity, one is catched by 
its oppofite. Modefty can be as vain-glorious 
©n the ground, as Pride . on a triumphal car. 
Modefty, -however, is preferable; for (bould 
fee contradiflk her profeffipns, fhe ftill keeps her 
own fecret, and does not hurt tjie pride of others. 
J^dieu^ Sir. . I am, very fincerely, 

Tour obedient, humble fcrvant, 

Hon. WlLPOtE. 

Gibbon. 

The firft volume of Gibbon's Hiftpry is fo 
highly (iniQied, that it refembles a rich piece ctf 
painting in enamel. The fecond and third vo- 
lumes are of inferior compofition. The three 
laft feeni to me in a medium, between the firft 
volume and the two next. 

Stupid 
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Stupid Stojcie^* 

A ftupid ftory, or ide^^ will fomotiff^e^ ma|f:e 
^^pe laugh more th^nwit. I y^ once rcoapT- 
^ from Bcrkeley*fquare tp Si^ra^f berry^hiU^ at|A 
^d Cent off all joc^ boqks,, ^heflk a j^jjfige i|^ 
expe£iedly arriyedf whu;h iii^ed a^i^, in tow^ i^o^ 
that afternoon. What to do ? I deii^ed xyif 
man to lummage f^r a bo9kj a^id 1>^ ^f^^Vsg!?!^ 
me an 0I4 Qrub^ftreet thj^ frpm .the garret. 
The author, i^ iVcer igw^afli^ce,* apt hu^oi^ 
difcQurfing of the difficulty pf foio^ purCi^k^ 
faid, that even if am^ bad, a3 i^^any lives \a3 a 
cat, nay, as many lives as one Plutarch is 4id( 
to have had, ^e could not accomplilh it. t'hif 
odd quid pro qup furprifed me into vehenxeiu; 
laughter. . 

Lady *** is^ fojjd of ftup^ Htpp^s. Sh^ 
repeals £sine of a Welch fculUoij we^cb, 
who, on heari^ ti^ feiys^^ts ;fpe.ak of z^ew 
moons, aiked gravely what became of all die 
old moons. 

Mife * ♦ ♦, with a fweet face, and innocent 
moudx, (itkgs Jl^/ongs. The contrail is ir- 
refiftiUe. 

Walpole no Author. 

. I, do i|Ot look upon myfdf as an author* f 
^ay fav, w:ithput jtbc vain affefit^ion of mo- 
4cfty, tbat I ^ave done nothing. My Catalogue 
of Royal, apd Noble Authors, aimofl. any book- 
(eller could have drawn up,^ My chief compi* 
lation, the Anecdotes of painting in England, 
U Mr. Vertue's work, not mine, 

Vcrtue's 
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Ycrtuc's i^ofc^pts were in great cotiFutgoa. 
X drcy( up an indexj and loft it. ' Another fuf- 
fipted the fame fate. I thought I was bew^^chr 
e4 >, and ev^n tremj^Ied for tiie third. 

• t 4 

Wh^ a msm Fp^x is ! After his Iojng.aix| cx- 
lu^uj^iy^ fpee<jh pi;^ Hafting's trial, he was fee^i 
i^d^g ladies into their coachesn with all ih^ 
g^^ty-ifid pintle Qf ;^n idle gallant* 

Never lyas the noble art of boQk-makiqg car- 
ried to fuch Isigh* ysrfc£l;ipn^ a^ at prefent. 
Thefe compters fccixi to tprgct tibat peppje have 
libraries, pne yamps.up a new boojk of travels, 
<:opi51^ijig mei^eljj p/ d^i^ifed ej^traflts ifrpm ifpr- 
^cr pufaJi^ation^. Another, fills, his pages with 

Greek and. J^P^. C^tiaA^ &pxp Ariftotle and 
Quintiliaii. A third, if poffible, niore infijpidj 
gives us long qupf^t^gj^ ^T^W^ our poets, while 
a reference was enough, die books being in the 
hands pf cy.ery bf^dy* Anoth<;r treats us with 
43a<J. Ir^nsh, 4^i iji^ipafqicradei an^, hy afijijr 
gular ifate„. derives advantage ffpm. bis very 
ilwiders, M^hicV m^kes'ih^ thingfs IjDok nei??. 
Pah ! Ij and af> amanuenlis, could fcr)l^)^le one 
.pfi. tJipfq bp9}t> in. tweijt^^^^ 

» 

Frenab Philtfopber^r 

I admire Voltaire and .Helyetius. Roufleau 
I. n^cr^ cpul^l.likc* l^ke much afFe^atipn, ,and 

41 Jittle fplge? of fr<^o?;y.i ^?).d .yoi* io^ipoifc hi^ 
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Jperfonal character. I found the French phllo 
fophers fo impudenti dogmatic, and intrufiv^, 
that I detefted their converfation. Of all kinds 
of vice I hate reafoning vice. Unprincipled 
themfelves, they afFeded to di£>ate morality 
and fentiment. The great, from vain glory and 
want of ideas, encouraged their prefence : .but 
they always reminded me of the fophifts, hired 
to afiift at Roman entertaihments. And what 
reafoning! Every Frenchman ought to be | 
taught logic and mathematics, that his mind ,\ 
may acquire fome folidity. Their chara£ter is . \ 
fo impetuous, that what with us is feniation, is 
with them paflion. The real philofophers of 
antiquity were diftinguiftied for their modera- 
tion, a radical mark of knowledge and wi£dom ; 
and they treated the popular religion with re- 
fpe£t. Our new fefl: are fanatics againft re- 
ligion: and furely of all human characters a 
fanatic philofopher is the mod incongruous^ 
and of courfe the moil truly ludicrous. 

Fact^Painting. 

* « 

Lady Coventry, the celebrated beauty, killed 
lerfelf with painting. . She bedaubed lierfelF 
with white. To as to ftop the perfpiration. Lady 
Mary Wortley Mbntague was niore prudent : 
flie went often into the hot bath, to fcrape off 
the paint, which was almoft as thick.as plalter 
on a walL 

Voltaire and Rolt. -^ , - 

Voltaire fometirnes fell into ft range miftake$p 
One Rolt, an obfcute author, having publifhed 

a hiftory 



'Sk hiftoTT of the war of 174 1, a fubje£k alfo 
treated ^r the French pfailofofiher, Voltaire 
wrote to him the moft fawning letters^ ftyliag 
him the firft hiftorian of the age ! 

Af ether of Vices. 

The Duke of Orleans, the Regent, had four , 
daughters, difbinguiihed bynhe names of the 
Four Cardinal Sins. A wag wrote on their 
mother's tomb, Cy g^t POi/lvite, << Here lies : 
Idlenefs," which, you know> is termed the mo- 
ther of alt the Tices.^ 

• « * 

Innocent J^L 

The Pope, to .whom James IL fent his em-- 

baffy, was pofie&d of much (hrewdnefs and 

prudence ; and juftly regarded the reftociition 

of the Catholic lyftem in England as an impot 

fibility* Caftleniain, the ambaflador, was in* • 

flated with his mailer's infatuation, and had 

long requefted a fpe<;ial audience, in order to 

propofe deciiive (leps. Difgufted with the Pon- 

, tiff's coolneis, he at laft demanded an audience 

I of leaver and being fpeedily admitted, he pro* 

! nounced a long harangue, rather reproaching 

I the Pope for his indifference in fo important a 

bufihefa. The Pope having, beard him with 

pe^tfangfroid^ at laft anfwered, <^ Sir, the air 

of Italy is rather dangerous to foreign conftitu- 

tions. I beg you will have a reverend care of 

your health, and I wUh you a good journey/' 

It was faid on this occafion that only two 
things were neccflary to fecure the tranquillity 

. -G of 



of 'Europe; that the King of England ihoidd 
turn Proteftant> and the Pope, Roman Ca- 
tholic. 

Patronage. 

Patronage of authors is an antiquated faihion, 
and at prefent means nothing. It is dill re- 
peated by rote among a few young or ignorant 
writers, as an echo dies away by degrees into 
an unmeaning found. The public favour is 
deemed a fufficient recompence : but after the 
cafes you h^ve mentioned I think differently. 
Nothing, for inflance, can be more unjuft than 
that an author, who has profeiTedly written foe 
the general tafte, and has in confequence de- 
rived great emoluments from his works, fhoiild 
have a pen (ion ; while another, who has con* 
fined his toil to mathematics, or other abftrufe 
purfuits, confefTedly ufeful and highly meritori- 
ous, but not adapted to much fale, goes wholly 
unrewarded. This cafe evinces that a jpenfion 
is a mere piece of vain-glory in the governmentj 
which defire^ to have it recorded that fuch and 
fuch an eminent irriier was penfioned. In 
France things are very /different. Voltaire has 
no penfion; but many a plodding ufeful man has. 
In our national literary focieties the members > 
pay an annual fum : in France they receive an 
annual fum. 

In all things we have the mercantile fpirit of 
monc|)oly. A few fa/hionable writers mono- 
polife the public favour : and merit is nothing if 
not introduced to notice by the fashionable cabal. 
Merit is ufeleft : it is intereft alone that can pufh 
a man forward. By dint jof intereft one of my 

' coach- 
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coach-borfes might become poet laureat, and the 
other, pbyfician to the houfehold. They migh; 
eafily appoint deputies, as was done in the re- 
gency bufinefs. 

Mathematics. 

The profound ftudy of mathematics fccms 
to injure the more general and ufeful mode of 
Teafoning, that by iqduftlon. Mathematical 
truths being, fo to fpeak, palpable^ the moral 
feelings become lefs fenfitive to in palpable 
truths. ^ As when one fenfe is carried to great 
perfe£iion> the others are ufually lefs acute ; fo 
mathematical reafoning feems, in fome degree, 
to injure the other modes of ratiocination. 
Napier (who was not a lord, as I am admonifhed, 
fince I publiflied my Catalogue of Royal and 
Noble Authors) wrote nonfenfe on the Revela- 
tions. So did Newton on the fame book, and 
the prophecies of Daniel. Now Dr. South, you 
know, ufed to fay, that the Revelations either 
found a man mad, or left him fo. I fay nothing 
of Newton's Chronology. He builds, I believe^ 
upon one Chiron, without proving that Chiron, 
or the Argonauts, ever exifted. Mythology is 
too profound for me. I know not if Chiron 
were man, or horfe, or both. I only know he 
is no acquaintance of mine. 

Sacerdos* 

Mr. Goftling, a clergyman of Canterbury^ 
wa3, I am told, the writer of an admirable pa- 
rody on the noted grammatical line, 

Bifrmsf aifue Ct^, Bos, Fur^ Sut^ atjut Saterd^f* 

G2 It 
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It runs thus : 

- Bifnn* ever when he preaches ; 
Cujios of what m his (each is . 
^os among his neighbour's wives ; 
Fur in gathering o£ his tithes. 
iStfj at every pariih-feafl; 
Od Sunday, Saeerdot^ a prieft. 



I 



Archite^ural Sokcifm. 



A folecifm may be committed even in arclri- 
tefture. The ruin in Eew Gardens is built 
with Aflt-of-Parliamcnt brick*. 

French CharaSer. 

I vifit Paris oftai, and have confiderably ftu- 
died the French chatadler. In individuals it is 
often excellent ; but taken in general it difgufts 
by its petulance and vanity. The French have 
always been difiblute in their amours ; and arc 
thus led to affail the chaftity of foreign women, 
the mod unj)ardon^le of all affronts to fathers, 
brothers, hufbahds, and. lovers. This, and 
their petulant overbearing condu£t, prevent 
their conquefts from teing lafting. Yes, I 
fwcar to you by the Sicilian vefpers, they can 
never be of much duration. • 

Ceilings Bell. 

Qnt of the pieces in my colle.£lion which I 
the moft highly value., is the fdver bell with 

which 

* An ad paiTed, forty, o^ fifty years agov to £x the prc- 
cife length, breadth, and thi(;knefs, oteach brick. The 
«ld Roman bricks, &c, &c. are of a very different form. 
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xrhich the Popes ufed to curfe the caterpillars ; 
a ceremony I believe now abandoned. Lahontan, 
ji> his trav^lSi nieptipps a like abfurd cuftom in 
Capada,' the. folemp ; excommunication, by thfe 
!BUhop»'of tlve t*Htler:dove8, which greatly in- 
j\)re(l the plantations. 

For this bell I elxphang^ with the Marquis 
of Rockinghani all iny Roman coins in large 
brafs. The relievos, reprefenting caterpillars, 
btttterfli^^, and other info^s, are wonderfully 
executed. 

. Cellini^ the attift, was one of the moft ex- 
traordinary men in an extraordinary age. His 
life, written by himfelf, is more amufing than 
any noyel I Igiow. 

JSnyy. . 

Envy, thpugh oiie of the worft and meapeft 
jof Qur paiEons, feems fpmehow natural to the 
human brca{l. This fentiment is well exprefl: 
by a French poet, in a drama on the baniibAienjt 
of Ariftides. 

Je ne le connois point ; Je 1' exile a regret ; 
Mais que ne jouit il de la gloire en feqret^ 

Sully s Memoirs* 

"Itishiftory, Madam: you know how the 
tale goes," faid Cardinal Mazarine to the Queen 
Dowager of France. But in no rcfpcft^ is 
hiftory more uncertain than in the defcription 
of battles. Sully obferves, that when, after 
the battle of Aumale, the officers were (land- 
ing around the bed of Henry IV. not two of 

G 3 all 
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all the number could agree in their account of 
the engagement. 

Though the original folio edition of Sully's 
Memoirs be very coofufed in the arrangement^ 
it is worth while to turn it over for many cu- 
rious particulars. The account of his embaflj 
to James I. is particularly interefting, and lays 
open the politics of that day with a niafterly 
hand. 

It appears from Sully's original work, that 
Henry IV. intended tnat all Europe flioii14 
be compofed into fifteen dominations, fo as to ^ 
form one vaft republic, peaceful in itfelf, and 
capable at all times of pacifying a:ll its conili- 
tuent ftatcs. This fcheme was to be adjufted 
in fuch a manner, that each ftate would find 
it moSL for its own intereft to fupport it on M 
occ^fions. 

I have marked ^ paflTage in the firft volume 
p. 31, full of terrific truth. Look at it. 
" lies plus grandes, magnifiques, et ferieufes 
afiaires d'Eftat tirerent leur origine^ et leurs 
plus violens mouvements, des niaiferies, ja- 
loufies, envies, et autres bizareries de la Cour ; 
et fe reglent plutoft fur icellcs, que fur les 
meditations et confultations bien digerees, ny 
fur les confiderations d'honneur, de gloire, ^y 
du foi." Tl)£ mofi grandy magnificent ^ and fe^ 
rious affairs of Jlate derive their origin^ and their 
tnoft violent movements, from the filUnefs, jea^ 
lotifiesy envies y and other .whims of the Court s 
and are rather regulated by thefe, than by- medifU", 
tionsy and nvell^ige/ted confultations y or by confix 
Mr^stkns of honoury gloryy or goodfaith^^ 
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S^epticifms and Curiofitj.' 

Chi non fa nientey n$n duhita di niente^ 
«< He who knows nothing, doubts of nothing,'^ 
iays an Italian proverb. Sccpticifm and curi^ 
oiity are the diief fprings of knowledge. 
Without the firft we might reft contented with 
prejudices, anU falfe information : without 
the fecund the mind would become indifiereiK 
and torpid. 

Sir John Germain. 

I /tail tell you a very foolifli but a true ftory* 
Sir J<>hn Germain,, anceftor of Lady Betty 
Germain^ was a Dutch adventurer, who came 
over here in the reign of Charles II. He had 
an intrigue with a countefs, who was divorced^ 
and married him* This man wias fo ignorant^ 
that being told that Sir Matthew Decker wrote 
St. MatthewV gofpel, he firmly believed it. 
I doubted this tale very much, till I afked a 
lady of quality,, his defcendant, about it,, who 
told me it was moft true. She added, that Sir 
John Germain was in confequence fo much 
perfuaded of Sir Matthew's piety,- that, by 
his will, he left two hundred pounds to Sir 
Matthew, to be by him diftributed among the 
Dutch paupers in London. 

"When Sir John Germain was on his death- 
bed, his lady defired him to receive the facra- 
xnent. Do you think," faid he, « that it will 
do me any good ?" — « Certainly," Ihe anfwer- 
ed. He- took it: and, after half an hour, faid 
to her, " My dear, what was that little thing 

G 4 ypu 



t6 .WilLPOLlANtf. 

you made me take ? Tou faid it would do me 
good J but I do not feel a bit better/* 

Virtuofi. 

Virtuofi have been long remarked td have 
little confcience in their favourite purfuits*. 
A man will ftcal a rarity, ' who would cut off his 
hand rather than take the money it is worth. 
Yet in h(k the crime is the fame. 

Mr.*** is a truly worthy clergyman, who 
colle£ts coins and books. A friend of mine 
mentioning to him that he had feveral of the 
Strawberry-hill editions, this flfcrgyman faid, 
•f Aye, but I can fliew you what it is not m 
Mr. Walpole's t)oweT to rive you.** He then 
produced a lift of the pi^ures in the Devon- 
fhire, and other two coUcftions in London, 
printed at my prefs. I was much furprifed. 
It jvas, I think, about the year 1 764, that, on 
reading the fix volumes of "London and- its 
Environs," I ordered my printer to throw off 
vrre copy for my own ufe. This printer was 
the very man who, after he had left my fcr- 
vTce, produced the noted copy of Wilke's Eflay 
on Woman. He had ftolen one copy of this 
lift ; and Imuft blame the reverend amateur for 
purchaiitig it of' him, as it was like receiving 
ftolen goods. 

Original Letter, 

StrtmherryhUly Sept. I7, 1765. 

You are too modeft. Sir, in afking my ad- 
vice on a pointy on which you could have no 
better guide than ygur own judgment. If I 

prefume 



pTjCCuW to give you my opinioiv» it is from 
Z^ for your honour. I think it would be be-» 
lowypu to make a regular anfwer to anony- 
niou8 fcribblers in a magazine. You had better 
^2Xt .to fee whether any formal reply is made to 
your bookt and whether by any avowed writer, 
to .whpmj if he writes fenfibly and decently, you 
joday condefcend to make an anfwer. 

OfUl, as you fay you have been mifquoted, I 
ihould not wifh you to be quite filent, though I 
ihQuld.like jbetter to hare you turn fuch enemies 
iato ridicule. A foe who mifquotes you ought 
Jx> be a wei^oixie antagonift. He is fo humble 
f as ^o confe(s> when he ceniures what you have 
<jtal idid^ that he cannot confute what you have 
, faid<— -and he is £6 kind as to furniih you with an 
: opportunity of proving him a liar, as you may 
- refer to vour book to deteft him. 

This 18 what I would do : I would fpecify in 
the fame magazine, in which he has attacked 
. you, your real words, and thofe he has imputed 
to you, and then appeal to the equity of the 
I reader. . You may gueis that the fhaft comes 
from^fomebody whom you have . cenfured, and 
. jthence you may draw a fs^r conclufion that you 
bad bee^ in .the right to laugh at one, who w;as 
* reduced to pi^tnisown words into your mouth, 
before he could find fault with them : and hav- 
ing fo.done, whatever indignation he excited in 
the reader mufl recoil on himfelf, as the ofFen- 
five parages will come out to have been hi»own, 
' not y^ur's. ,You might even begin with loudly 
xond^mning .the . wpjr4$» or thoughts, .imputed 
to you, as if, you r^|:a£)ted thjem — aud then, as 
if you tu:rned to ypuj^ tbopjk, and. fovtnd you had 
faid no fuch thing there, as what you was 

G 5 ready 
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ready to rctrafk, the ridicule would be doubIe<} 
on your adverfary. Something of this kind is 
the moil I would (loop to : but I would take the 
utmoft care riot to betray a grain of more anger 
than is implied in contempt and ridicule. Fools 
can on!y revenge themfeltes by provoking, • for 
then they bring you to a level with themfelves. 
The good fenfc of your Work will fiipport it, 
and there is fcarce a reafon for defending it, but 
by keeping up a controverfy, to make it more 
noticed : for the age is fo idle and indiSerent, 
that few obje&s ftrike, nnlcfe parties are formed 
for and againft them. I remember m^ny years 
ago advi^ng fome ' acquaintance of mine who 
were engaged in the direction of the Opera, to 
raife a competition between two of their fingers, 
and have papers written pro and con — ^for then 
numbers would go to clap and hifs the rivals re-^ 
fpediivdy, who wouidnot go- to be pleafed with 
the muCc. *^ 

Dr. Lortwas chaplain to the late archbiihop. 
Sir, but I believe is not fo to the prefent, nor da 
i know whether at all eopne&ed with him. I 
do not even know where Dr. Lort is, having feen 
him but once the whole fummer* I am ac- 
quainted with another perfon, who I believe has 
fome intereft with the prefent archbifliop; but I 
trondode diat leave muft be aiked to confult the 
particubr books, gs ^jprobably indiicriminate ac- 
cefs could not be granted. • 

I have not a fingle correfpondent left at Paris.. 
The Abbe Barthelemi, with whom I was very 
intimate, behaved moft unhandfomeiyto me a^ 
ter Madame du Deffand's death > when I had 
a£ted by him in a manner that called for a very 
different return* He could have been the mofl: 

proper 



j^eper perfon to apply to ; but I ca;inot aik a 
favour of onej to whom I had done one, and 
who has been very ungrateful. I might have an 
opportunity, perhaps, ere long^ of making the 
mquiry you deCre, though the perfon to whom 
I muft apply is rather too great to employ ^ but 
if I can bring it about, I will ^ for I {hould have 
great pleafure to afTift your purfuits^ though, 
from my long acquaintance with the world, I 
am very diffident of making promifes that are to 
be executed by others, however fincerely I am 
myfelf. 

Sir, your obedient, humble fervant, 

HoR. Walpole* 

Eotingbroke^s Gratitude* 

Bbllngbroke, fo (hew his gratitude to my fa- 
ther for permitting him to return to England,, 
endeavoured to fupplant the minifter by means 
of the royal miftrefles — but Georgt; 11. was ruled 
by his queen, and not by his miftrefles. Queen ^ 
Caroline^ indeed^ deferved the favour {he en- 
Joyed. So attentive was ihe to her hufband> 
diat he could not walk through the gardens,, 
without her calling for her cloke, and following* 
Km, even when Ihe had a cold> or was othcr-^ 
wife indifpofedr 

Swift wasi a good writer, but had a bad heart.. 
Even to the laft he was devoured by ambition, 
which he pretended to defpife. Would youi 

beliefc 
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believe that, after fiiicUng hi$ oppofition to this 
miniflry fruitlefs, and^ what gaUed hinr ftitl 
more, contemned, he fummoned up refolotion 
to wait on Sir Robert Walpole ? Sir Robert 
feeing Swift look pale and ill, inquired the ftate 
of his health, with his ufual old ' EngliQi good 
humour and urbanity. They were (landing by 
a window that looked into the court-yard, where 
was an ancient ivv dropping towards the ground. 
«« Sir," faid Swift, with an emphatic look, « I 
am like that ivy; I Want fupport.^ Sir Robert 
anfwered, « Why then, doctor, did you attach 
yourfelf to a falling wall ?" Swift took the hint ^ 
made his bow, and retired. 

Atterhury. 

Atterbury was nothing more nor lefs than a 
Jacobite prieft. His writings were extolled by 
that faction, but his letter on Clarendon's Hif* 
tory is truly excellent. 

George* /. 

On a journey to Hanover the coach of 
George L breaking down, he was obliged to 
take (belter in the next country-houfe, which 
belonged to a gentleman attached to the abdi- 
cated family. The King was of courfe (hewri 
into ^the bcft room 5 where, in the moft ho- 
nourable place, appeared — the per trait of the 
Pretender. The pofleflbr, in great confufion, 
was about to apologife by pleading obliga- 
tions, &c. when the King flopped him, by fay- 
ing, with a fmile of indifference, « Upon iny 
word it is very like the family." 

William 



V William Diie vf Cumberland* 

William, Duke of Cumberl^d, gave pro- 
miies oi talents that were :never accomplifhed* 
One day he had given fonie offence to his rojr^l 
mother, and was renrianded to the confinement 
of his diamber. After what the Queen thought 
a fufEcient duration of liis punifhment, . ihe fent 
for him. He returned in avery fullen humour. 
« What have you been doing ?" faid the Queen. 
« Reading.^—" What book?"—" The New 
Teftament."— « Very Well. What part ?''■— 
<« Where it is faid, Woman, ivhy troubleft thou 
tner 

Duchefs of Marlborough. 

I am told that the fecret letters between 
Queen Anne and the Duchefs of Marlborough, 
in the firft glow of their paflion, are flUl extant 
in a certain houfe in the Green Pafk. They 
ufed to correfpond under feigned and romantic 
names. When this intenfe friendfliip abated, 
the Duchefs was certainly more' in fault than 
the Queen. Such was the equality produced by 
their intimacy, that almoft the fole remaining 
idea of fuperiority remained with her who had 
the advanjts^e in perfonal charms — and in this 
there; was. unfortunately no cornparifon. The 
Duchefs beqame fo prefumptubus that flie would 
give the Queen her gloves to hold, and on taking 
them ^gain would afFe£t fuddenly to turn her 
li<^d away, as if her royal miftrefs had per- 
fpired fomc difagreeable effluvia ! . 

Lady 
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Lady Sundon. 

Lady Sundon \ra8 bribed with a pair of dia- 
mond ear-ringa, and procured the donor a good* 
place at court. Though the matter wa$ noto- 
rioufly known, flie was fo imprudent as to wear 
them conftaptly in public. This being blamed 
in a company, Lady Wortley Montague, Uke 
Mrsl Candour, undertook Lady S\xndon's defence. 
« And pray,** favs fhe, " where h the harm f 
I, for my part, tnink Lady Sundon a£ls wifely 
for does not Ac bu(h fhew wliere the wine is 
fold ?" 

Pope. 

Fope received a thoufand pounds from ihe 
Duchefs of Marlborough, on condition that he 
would fupprefs the character of Atofla — yet it 
is printed. 

BmrneU 

Biftiop Burnet*iB abfence of mind is well 
known« Dining with the Duchefs of Marlbo- 
rough, after her hufband's difgrace, he com- 
pared, this great general to Belifarius. ** But,** 
iaid the Duchefe, eagerly, " how came it that 
fiich a man was {o miferablcj and univerfally 
deferted ?** — *< Oh, madam (exeVaimed the difr 
trait prelate), he had fuch a IMmftone of a' 
wifcr 

Original 



Original Letter,* 

! am fony> dear Sir^ that I muft give you un^r 
anfwerable reafons^ why I cannot print the worjc 
you recommend. Thave been Co much foil- ~ 
cited iince I let up my prefs to employ it foe 
others^ that I was forced to make' it a rule to 
liften to no fuch applications. I refufed hoii 
Hardwicke to print a publication of his |, Lady 
Mary Forbes, to print letters of her anceftor 
Lord Eflex i and the Countefs of Aldborough^ 
to print her father's poems, though in a piece 
' as fmall as what you mention. Thefe I recoi- 
led at once,, beiide others whole recommenda- 
tions do not immediately occur to my memory ^ 
though I dare fay they do remember them,^ and 
wovid refent my breaking my rule* I will only 
b^ you not to treat me with ib much ceremony, 
nor ever ufe the word humbly ta me, who am 
no ways entitled to fuch refpe£l;. One private 
gentleman is not fuperbr to another, in eilea- 
tials i I fear the virtues of an untainted young 
heart, are preferable to thofe of an old man 
long converfant with the world ; and in found- 
iiefs of underilanding you have (hewn, and wUi 
(hew,, a depth which has not fallen to die lot of 

Your fincere humble fervant, 

• Ho&. Walpolev 

P. S. I will call on you in a few days, and 
fey more on the jparticulars of your letter. 

Heroifm 

» 

• AboBt a humired letters of compliment or civility will 
be omitted. Thofe only are feleded which contain liter wy 
fa^« or ttDcominoD thoughts* 
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Heroi/m ^f a Piofant. 

The foilowing generous adion has always 
ftruck me extremely \ there is fomewhat c^en 
of fublime in it. 

A great itiiindation having taken place in the 
north* of Italy, owing to art exoeffive fall of 
fnow in the Alps, followed by a fpeedytliaw^ 
tfie river Adige carried off a bridge near Ve- 
rona, except the middle part, on which was the 
houfe of the toll-gatherer, or porter, I forget 
which ; and who, with his whole family, thus 
. remained imprifoned by the waves, aiid in -mo- 
mentary danger of deftrndion. They wetc 
difcovcred from the banks, ftretching forth their 
hands, fcreaming, and imploring fuccotif> 
while fragments of this remaining arch were 
continually dropping into the water. "* 

In this extreme danger, a nobleman, who was 
prefent, a count of Pulverini, I think, 'held out 
a purfe of one hundred fequins, as a re^ward to 
any adventurer who would take a boat, and de- 
iliver this unhappy family. But the rifk was fo 
great of being borne down by the rapidity of the 
ftream, of being dafhed againil the fragment of 
the bridge, or of being crufhed by the falling 
ftones, that not one, in the vaft number- of 
fpe£lators, had courage enough to attempt fuch 
an exploit. 

A peafant, pafTmg along, was informed of 
the propofed reward. Immediately jumping 
into a boat, he, by ftrength of oars, gained the 
middle of the river, brought his boat under the 
pUe.;-and the 'whole family fafely defcended, by 
means of a rope.. « Courage !" cried he. 

"Now 
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-<! Nqw you aipe fafe." . By a ftill fnore ftr^nuous 
eflfbrt, and great. ftrepgth of arm,. he brought 
the boat and family to fliore, <* Brave fellow," 
exclaimed the Coupt, handing the purfe to him, 
•* here i$ the promifed recompence." — « I {hall 
jnevercxpofe my life for money," anfwered the 
peafant. " My labour is a fufficient livelihood 
for myfelf, my wife, and children. Give the 
purfe to this poor family, whiqh has loll all." 

Sentiment. ^ 

What is called fentimental writing, though 
it be underftood to appeal folely to the heart, 
may be the produdl of a bad one. One would 
imagine that Stetme had been a man of a very 
tender heart — yet I know, from indubitable au«- 
thority, that his mother, who kept a fchool, 
having! run in debt, On account of an extrava-* 
gant daughter, would have rohed in jail, if the 
parents of her fcholars had not rai^d aCub* 
fcription for her. Her fon had too much fenti- 
ment to have any feeling. A dead afs was more 
important |o him than a^ living mother* 

Fertot. ' 

In writing the Hiftory of the Knights of 
Malta, Vertot had fent to Italy for original 
materials, concerning the Siege of Rhodes : 
but,' impatient of the long delay, he completed 
his narrative from his own imagination. At 
length the packet arrived, when Vertot was fit-T 
fing with a friend : he opened it, and threw it 

contcmp-- 
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contemptuoufly on the fopha beUnd hiiHy fajy 
ingcooly, Mmfttgeeft fai^. 

Akenfide and Rolt* 

AkenHde's Pkafurfe3 of Imagination attraOr- 
"ed much notice on the firft appearance, frona 
the elegance of its languagej and the warm co- 
louring of the defcriptions. But the Platonic 
fanaticifra of the foundation injured the gene- 
ral beauty of the edifice. Plato is indeed the. 
philofopher of imagination— but is not this fay- 
ing that he is no philofopher at all ? I have been 
told that Holt) who afterwards wrote many 
booksy was in Dublin when that poem appeared, 
and aftually pafled a whole year there^ vety 
comfortably, by pafiing for the author. 

MQnUjquitu* 

Madame de Defiant faid of Montefquieu's 
celebrated work, that it was ePeJprit fur tes 
loificf, 

Jenhlms. 

Jenkins, who was ufed as a tool by the op- 
position to inflame the nation into the Spa* 
nilh war, by telling that the Spaniards had cut 
off his ears> was found poflefied of both when 
he died. 

* 

Cbevmiier 



• My fiegeis made.v f Wit upon lawt. 
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Chevalier Ramfay\ 



The.Travckpf Cyrus had their vogu^ though 
a feeble imitation of Telemaquc ; and nothing 
can be more infipid or foreign to fuch a book, 
than the diftillcd nonfenfe concerning the trmity. 
The author, Chevalier Ramfay, was the fon of 
a mah who had fought againft the royal forces 
at the battle of Bothwell-bridge, as I think it is 
called, and who was a violent enthufiaft. When 
a tutor was wanted for the young Pret ndcr, 
Ramfay was recommended by Fenelon. H« 
had afterwards a place given him by the French 
court worth 400I. a year: and was made a 
knight of St. Louis. 

Before the latter honour could be conferred. 
It was neceffary that he (hould produce proof? 
that his anceftors had been gentlemen. The 
beft way he thought .was, to claim a defcent 
from fome noble famUy in Scotland -, and he 
applied to one of his own name, but met with 
a ftern repulfe. Lord Mar called on him, while 
he was fitting much mortified, with the anfwcr 
to his letter in his hand -, and learning the caule 
of his vexation, increafed it by reproaching hmi 
for his meaniiefs, in applying to a houfe of 
fuch oppofite political fentiments. llie liarl 
then took a pen, and wrote, « I do hereby ac 
knowledge Mr. Ramfay to be defcended of my 
family. Mar.'' His vanity was the more gra- 
tified by this fudden tranfition from extreme 
mortification 5 and he was immediately admitted 
upoa this unexpefted certificate.. 

Marrbge 



Marriage Extraordinary. 

• . . .- 

• • ' 'I 

. It is lingular that the dcfcendants of Charr 
les I. and Crooiwell, intermarried^ in th^ 
fourth degree- 

Hur4. 

it 

t 

I look upon Bi(hop Hurd as one of thofe, 
fuperficial authors, wliofe works s^re wonder* 
fully adapted to the public Ufte. 

i; Paffengers in Land/cape. 

Once walking in his grounds, the good 
cfiedt of the paflcngers, on a foot path be- 
yond, was obferved, as figures in die land- 
Icape. ' Mr. Walpole anfwered. ' "True. I 
have no objeftion to paffcngers, provided 
theypafs.'^ ' 

Strange Tate. 

Lord * * * being out of town, his houfe 
was left in charge of a female fervant. The 
plate was lodged at his banker's. A letter came 
to fiay that his lordfhip would be in town on 
fuch a day, and defiring that the plate might be 
got ready the evening before. The fervant 
took the letter to my lord's brother, who faid 
there was no doubt of the hand-writing. The 
banker exprefled the fame certainty, and deli- 
vered the plate. 

The 



The fenrant being apprehenfive of thieves, 
fpoke to their butcheir, who Wnt her a ftout dog 
vrhich was fhut up in the room with the plate. 
Next looming a man was found dead in the 
roon^ his throat being torn out by the dog ; 
and upoa examinatioa it proved to be my lord^s 
bfodier. I^mT matter was carefully hafhed^ 
and a report fpread that he was gone aSjroad* 

r Pinnanf* 

. Mn Pennant is a moft ingenious and plea- 
fing writer. His Tours difplay a great variety 
of knowledge, expre&d in an jengaging way. 
In private life I am told he has fome peculi- 
arities! and even eccentricities. . Among the 
latter may be clalled his fingular antipathy to a 
"wig — which, however, he can fuppfefs, till 
reafon yield a little to wine. But when this 
is the cafe, off goes the wig next to him, and 
into the fire ! 

Dining once; at Chefter trith an officer who 
wore a wig, Mr. Pennant became half feas over ; 
and another friend that was in company care- 
fully placed hfmfelf between Pennant and wig, 
to prevent mifchief. After much patience, and 
vcattij a wiftful look, Pennant ftarted up, feized 
the wig, and threw it into the fire. It was. in 
flames in a moment, and fo was the officer, 
who ran to his fword. Down ftairs runs Pen- 
nant, and the officer after him, through all the 
fireets of Chefter. But Pennant efcaped, from 
faperior locaL knowledge. A wag called this 
w Pennant's Tour in Chefter.'* 

FreHcb 
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Frincb Natknalitj. 

The Abbe Riynal came, with <bme French-^ 
men of rank, to fee me at Strawberry-hill. 
They were ftanding at a window, looking at the 
profpe£l to the Thames, which they found flat^ 
and one of them faid in French, not thinking 
that I and Mr. Churchill over-heard them. 
<• Every thing in England only fervcs to recom- 
mend France to us the more." Mr. Churchill 
inftantly ftepped up, and faid, « Gentlemen, 
when the Cherokees were in this country they 
could eat nothing but train-oiU" 

Criticifm on Gray^ 
Gray ihould not have admitted 

''Ye towers of JuUuSi Loiidon*8 lafting ihame, 

into his beautiful ode. <' Towers of Cxfa?' 
would have been unexceptionable. He goes 
merelv on tradition it is true ; but we know 
chat tne Romans were not poilefied of London^ 
nor any part of this country,' in the time of 
Julius C^far. Under Claudius they were. 
Tradition can never be alleged for an abiblute 
impoffibility^ 

Brucis TrMVfls. 

» 

Bruce's book is both dull and dear. We join 
in clubs of five, each pays a guinea, draw lots 
who (hall have it firft, and the laft to keep it for 
his patience. 

Bruce's 



Brace's overbearing manner has raifed enmity 
and prejudices ; and he did wrong in retailing 
the moft wonderful parts of his book in com- 
panies. A ftory may be credible when attended 
vdth drciimftancesi which feems falfe if de- 
tached. 

I was prefent in a large company at dinnerj 
when Btuce was talking away« Some one'aiked 
him what mufical inftruments are ufed in 
Abyflinia. Bruce h^iitated> not being prepared 
for the queftion ; and at laft faid, <« I think I 
faw one Jyre* there/* . George Selwyn whif- 
pered his next man, *< Yes » and there is one 
lefe fince he left the country;" 

Colifeunu 

. When I was at Rome the firft time I went 
into the Colifeum ; it was ftill fo ftup*endous, 
that though a company of ftrollers were act- 
ing, on a temporary ftage, and their audience . 
were fitting on benches, the whole fpe£tacle was . 
fo very inconfiderable, that it feemed remote, 
and not to be noticed in that vaft area, of which 
it occupied a moft trifling fpace. Yet as ancient 
Romans were not taller than modem, it ftruck 
xpe that the gladiators an4 a&ors muft have ap- 

Sar^ ftill more diminutive to the origiqal 
sdators from the elevated arches. They muft 
have been like tboufands of flies, gazing at 
xoites from an immenfe height. 

Emphatic 
* Same pronuocxation as lyar. 
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Emphatic Oath. 

Some time after the maffacre of St. B«r- 
tholomevt^j the deputies of the refprmed were 
treating with the king, the queen-mother, aiuL 
fome of the council, for a peace. The articles 
were mutually agreed on; the queftion was' 
upon the fecurity for performfance. After fome 
particulars propounded and tejdfted, the queien* 
mother faid, « Is not the word of a king fufl^ 
cient fecurity ?" One' of the deputies anfwer— 
cd, "No, by St. Bartholomew, Madam." 

Ridicule. 

We have juftly abandoned the maxim that 
ridicule is a teft of truth. It is rather the 
ihoft powerful weapon of vice, which has 
fcarccly any other mean of attacking virtue, 
except ridicule and flander,. well knowing the 
confequenoe. Contemptu fama contetHni vir» 
tutcs* 

The Jirji Step. 

II tfy a que le premier pax qui coute: « The 
firft ftep is the only difficulty." This proverb 
viras oddly applied by a lady, who, "hearing % 
canon in the company fay thaf St. Piat, after 
his head was cut off,' walked two entiis:e leag\ie$ 
with it in his hand. «« Yes, Madam, two en- 
tire leagues" — « I firmly believe it," anfwer- 
ed the lady ; " on fuch an occafion the firft 
Jiep is the only difficulty^* 

Spani/b 
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Spani/h Etiquette. 

The etiljuette of the Spanifli court was the 
jnoft fevere in Europe. One of their kings even 
fell a yi£kim to it. Philip IIL being newly re- 
covered from a dangerous malady, was fitting 
ne^r a chimney, in which was fo large a fire of 
•wood, that he was almoft ftifled. Etiquette 
did not permit him to rife, nor a common do^- 
meftic to enter. At lengtli the Marquis de Po- 
bar, chamberlain, came in, but etiquette forbad 
his interference, and the Duke of Uflcda, maf- 
tcr of the houfehold, was fent for. He was 
gone out; and the flame increafed, while the 
king bore it patiently, rather than violate his 
dignity. But his blood was fo heated, that next 
morning an eryCpelas of the head appeared, 
^nd a relapfe of the fever foon carried him 
off. 

Etrurian Ware. 

Concerning the Etrurian earthen ware fet 
Plutarch's life of Publicola, where there is a 
long and curious paflage mentioning a chariot , 
made of earthen tirare; a point of perfedlion * 
to which it has not yet arrived among us. 

Langud^s Letters* 

1 have read Lord HaiWs edition of Languet's 
epiftles. There are fome curious things, par- 
ticularly his remarks on the Englifli pronuncisK- 
tion €)f the Latin language* 

H Eriulition ■ 
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Erudition, 



Erudition Is etcellent when managed by good 
fcnfe. But how often doea it only increafe a 
man's natural fund of nonfenfe i What do you 
fay to the fcholaftic queftion, Si Deus fcit qu^ 
yton Jciuntur ? Hobbes faid, that if he had read 
as much as the eruditij he ihould h^ive been as 
ignorant as-they. 

Memoires it GrammonU 

I find Aat, in the notes to the Strawberry- 
hill edition of the Memoires de Gxamraontt 
republifhed by Dodfley, and of which I gave 
you a copy, I have fallen into fome miftakes 
ior want of a proper genealogy of the Aber- 
com family. 

[The following little memoir, remitted to 
the editor by an ingenious correfpondent in 
Ireland, will fierve to Te£iify thofe miftakes, 
and will at the fame time prove interefting to 
th^ admirers of the Memoires de ij^rammonty 
f>erhaps die moft witty and amufing of literaT|f 
produAions* Mr. Walpoie's chief errors occur 
p. 75 and 273, in which he fuppoles George 
to be the eldeft fon \ and thus perplexes feveral 
jof the anecdotes.] 

** James, fecond Lord Hamilton, married 
Mary, daughter of James III. and by her had 
James, third Lord Hamilton, firft Earl of Ar- 
ran. His fon James was fecond Earl of Arraa 
and Duke -of Chatelheraut, whofe eldeft fon 
James became infane. John, the fecond foi^ 
yas created Marquis of Hamilton in is^^^ 

«The 
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« The third fon, Claud, was, in 1585, 
created Lord Paiflcy, and his eldeft fon, Jameg, 
was made Earl of Abercorn in 1606. By Ma- 
riana, daughter of Lord Boyd, he had five fons 
aiid three daughters. 

« The three eldeft fons falling of iflue, the 
title of Abercorn afterwards fell to the defcen- 
dantsof Sir George, the fourth fon. (Alexan- 
der, the fifth fon, became a count of the em- 
pire, and fettled in Germany, where* his pofte- 
rity ftill remain.) 

" Sir George Hamilton, fourth fon of James> 
firft Earl of Abercorn, maiiried Mary*, third 
lifter to Jan^s^ firft Duke of Ormond {(he died 
in 1680), and by her he had, 

H 2 " I. James, 

♦ «* Her nieces, daughters of James, Duke of Ormond, 
Lady Mary, wife of the £arl<of DeVonfhfre, and Lady £Ii« 
feabetb, fccond wife of the Earl of Cheftertield, were the 
Ntguitig beauties «f the age. There are piilufeB of bdth in 
the pre&nt Earl of Ormond's eaille at Kilkenny. . X<ady. 
Cholerfield was of a delicate form and low ftsrtare j her 
Sauj^er married John, Earl of Strathmore. 

«The fcandalous chronicles of thofe times charge^ her 
^{b|ui'4, the Eariof Chefterfield, with having c^ufed fa^r to 
take the facrament upon her innocence, refpedUng ahy inti- 
macy with the Duke of York, and having then bfibed hfs 
^plain tty p«it po3bn intathe&cramefttal cu^, of which (he 
died. His &n. Lord Stanhope, by his third wife (father 6f 
Lord Chefterfield the author, married Gertrude Saville', 
datighterbf the Marquis of Halifax. *rhe marquh and carl 
^^tt'elled, and the latter ma^e his fon bring his wife to 
Litchfield, breakiug off all intefcourfe between the families. 
Lady Stanhope had always on her toilette her father's " Ad- 
vice to a Daughtrr :'* her father-in-law took it up one day, 
and wrote in the title-page, '* Labour in vain." On her fide, 
the lady made her fervant out of livery carry in his pocket a 
bottle of wine, another of water, and a cup ; and whenever 
Ihe dined or fupped in company with her father-in -law, ei- 
ther at his own houfe or abroad, the never would drink but 
6f thofe liquors, from her fervant'? hand, as a hint to the 
Earl, and fociety prefent, of what his lordfhip was fufpedl- 
<d of having cffeAedby a facred^bcverage." 
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<« I. James, groom .of the bedchamber to 
Charles II. and colonel of a regiment. Being 
on board the fleet with the Duke of York, a 
cannon-ball carried off his lee, and he died the 
6th of June, 1673. From him fprings the prfi- 
fe'nt Earl of Abercora. 

•« 2. George, Count Hamilton, a marechal 
de camp in the French Service. He married 
prances Jennings, fifter to the Duchefs of Mail- 
boroughs and left three daughters^ Elizabeth, 
wedded to Vifcount Rofs ; Frances, to Vifcount 
Dillon ; Mary, vto Vifcount ICingfland. 

" (By which laft marriage the piftures I 
faw at Tarvcyj Lord Kingfland's houfe, came 
to him. I particularly recoiled! the portraits 
pf Count Hamilton and his brother Antony ; 
and two of Madame Grammont, one taken 
in her youth, the other in an advanced age.) 

« 3. The third fon of Sir George was Antony, 
who followed King James into France, where 
he died a lieutenant-general. 

<< 4. Thomas, a captain in the fea-fervice, 
died in New-England. 

« 5. Richard, died a lieutenant-general in 
France. 

.«« 6. John, a colonel, flain at the l)attk of 
. Aghrim. 

" As Sir George Hamilton was governor 
of the caftle of Ninagh in 1649, from that, 
and his affinity to the Duke of Ormond, it 
has been concluded that his children were all 
born in Ireland*. 

♦ He afterwards went abroad, and did not return till the- 
reftoration. when ^c was created a baronet. Dougl. Peer.' 
Sir GeoFgc himfelf was probably born in Scotland. Any of 
hischiidren, born between j64^and i65o, may claim a fo- 
reign birth. £djf. 
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.^ He had alfo three daughters. 

« J. Elizabeth, wedded to Philihert, Count 
de Gnunmont, by whom ihe had a . daughter, 
who became the .wife of Henry, Earl of Staf- 
ford. Tradition reports that Grammont, hav- 
ing attached, if not engaged, himfelf to Mifs 
Hamilton, went oiF abruptly for France ; that 
Count [George] Hamilton purfued and overtook 
him at Dover, when he thus addreffed him r 
" My dear friend, I believe you have forgot a 
circumftance that fhoirid take place before your 
return to France.^ To which Grammont an- 
fwered, <« True, my dear friend ^ what a me- 
mory I have ! I quite forgot that I was to mar- 
ry your filler ; but I will inftantly accompany 
you back to London, and reftify that forgetful- 
liefs." It is hardly * requifite to add, that the 
witty Count de Grammont is not recorded ta 
have been a man of perfonal courage. \ 

** 2. Lucy,, married to Sir Donogh 0*Brien, 
of Lemineagh. 

" 3. Margaret, to Matthew Forde, Efq. of 
Coolgraney, Wexfordw 

" (With his defcendant at Seaford, county 
Down, I faw the pifture of Count [George] 
Hamilton, drefled in the French uniform ; the 
painting not near fo good as that in the Kingf- 
land family.) 

" Frances Jennings, widow of Count Ha- 
milton, was fecondly married to Richard Talbot, 
Duke of Tyrconnel. She died at his houfe in 
Patadife-row, Dublin, I think in the year i'j^6. 
Her death was occafioned by her. falling out of 
her bed upon the •floor, in a winter's night ; 
and being too feeble to rife or to call, wa» 
found in the morning fo periflied with cold, 

H 3 that 
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that (he died In a few hours* She was of very 
low ftature^ and extremely thin ; and had not 
the leaft trace in her features of having ever 
been a beauty/' 

i 

fuff Dreji. 

An old general ufed to drefs in a f^ntaftic 
manner, by way of puff*. It is true people 
would fay, <« Who is that old fool ?'* but it 
is as true that the anfwer was,'^^ That is the 
famous general * ^ % who toc^ fuch a 
place." 

Triik agmi^ Lowk 

A Jew and a Chriftian, both Italians^ united 
their endeavours in a fnuff-fbop- On Saturday^ 
the fabbath, the Jew did not appear,; but on 
Sunday he fupplied the place of the Chriftian, 
Some fcruples were darted to the Jew, but he 
only anfwered, Trovata la legge^ trovaU Pin^ 
gantioy " When law$ were invented, , trlckS; 
were invented." 

- Fahie of Juftice^ 

Ah attorney in France having bought a charge 
of hail^ for This fon, advifed him never to work 
in vain, but to raife contributions on thofe who 
wanted his affiftanee. " What ! father," faid 
the fon in furprife, «< would you have me fell 
juftice ?" — « Why not ?" anfwered the father : 
<,« Is fo fcarce an article to be given for no- 
thing r 



The example of SuUjr (hews that the ftudjr 
of hiftory is pra£lically ufeful to a ftatefman, 
for ie tells us, in his^ Mexnoird, that he was 
much given toit| and he picQved the £ir(l of 
ap miiufters. 

OddMedaL 

Vertue, in hi^ manufcrigUj mentions a 
fmall filver medal of Lucyi Ducheft of Portf- 
mouih> revi^rfe. Cupid qa a wo^lp»ck. I have 
not feen it* 

Furniture. 

I like our old walnut-tree fumttufe as weft 
as mahogany, ^ But ebony was a luxury of our 
anceilors. My ebony chairs ia the Holbein 
room cod me a handfome fum, though not 
the moft ekgant of the kind. 

Authors. 

Fletcher, in his Locultae, has an odd line 

on authors : 

i 

The gpofe lends tl^m a fpear, and every rag a ilueld. 

Premature, 

A man married a girl.who brought him a. v i 
child in fix* weeks. Hifi fdends rallying him,. 
smd (ayit»g. the. child had CQme.too {bon,^ << Tou 

H 4 aiie 
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arc miftakcn,'* anfwcred he ^ « it was the cer€^ 
monjr which was too late.'* 

' Femak ^uarreU, 

The Jj^reta injuria forma is the grcateft with 
a woman. A man of rank, hearing that two 
of his female relations had quarrelled, afked, 
« Did they call each other ugly ?'W« No*"— . 

« Well, well 5 I ihaU foon reconcile them." 

t 

/ 

Clerical Sarcafm. 

In feme parifli-churchcs it was the cuftom 
to feparate the men from the women. A cler- 
gyman, being interrupted by loud talking, flop- 
ped fhort, when a woman, eager for the honour 
of the fex,. arofe'and faid, «vYour reverence, 
it is not among us."—" So much the better," 
anfwcred the prieft 5 " it will be over the 
foonen" 

Modeft Death. 

' I am fond of Fontenellc, and of every anec- 
dote relating to him. He Was told that an ac- 
trefs had died of the fmall-pox. «< Very mo*, 
deft !" exclaimed he. 

Smart Epiftte. 

» 

The French civil wars often difplay wit ; 
ours are dull. The anfwer of the captain^ of 
Hume Caftle to Colonel Fenwicke, who fum* 
moned it in the name of Cromwell, is, how- 
ever. 



erer, 'whimfical. I think I can tum^ to it. 
Here it is. 

«* kICHT HOlJOURABLB,, 

« I have received: a trumpeter of yours, as 
he tells me, without your fzis (h had forgot 
it, it feemSf and left it behind him upon the table J^ 
to render Hume Caftle to the Lord General' 
Cromwell. Pleafe you, I never faw your gene- 
ral, nor know your general* As for Hume 
Caftle, it ftands upon a rock. 

" Given at Hume Caftle, ' this day tefore 
fevcn o'clock. So refteth, withput prejudice, 
of his native country, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

John Cockbuhn." 

Maxim of Writing. 

• ' • • • • • ■ . , 

We muft fpeak to the eyes, if we wifh to 
affc£l the mind. 

Hieroglyphic, 

A farmer of the gabelle on fait had built a 
villa like a palace. Difplaying it- to his friends, 
it was obferved, that a ftatue was wanting for a 
^ large niche in the veftibule. " I mean to put 
there," faid the farmer, " fome allegorical ftatue 
iclating to my bufinefe;" — <* You may then put 
Lot's wife, who was changed to a ftatue of 
fidt,'' anfwered one of his friends. . 

H 5 Foch^ 
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Fools by Profeffion*, 

Our court-fooh ceafed with the rcign of 
Charles I. L'Angcly was the laft in France* 
He was prcfentcd by the Ptince of Conti ta 
liouis XiV. Bdng afked why he never at* 
tended fermony he anfwered, •* Becaufc* I* 
bate noi&j, and do not underftand i^^aiiQaung."' 

£legani Complimefit: 

A French officer bein^ juft arrived at the 
court of Vienna, and- the emprefs hearing that 
he bad the day before been in company with ^ 
great lady, aflced him if it were true that fhe 
was the moft handfome princefs of her time ? 
The officer anfwered, with great gallaQtry,, 
w iMadana^ I thought fo yefterday/' 

^Igarottu 

Atgarotti is a lively and pleafint wrilcr, andl 
Ibmetimes conveys Ins thoughts in elegant me- 
taphor ; for example : « ho ftile di Bacone, 
uomo di altiffima dottrina, abbonda di viviffimL 
pen£eri. Nella mage^or profondita d'acqua, 
fi trovano le perie piu groffeJ' « The ftyle 
^ Bacon) a man of the moft profound leam-^ 
ing, abounds, in moft* llrely thoughts. In, the 
greater depth of water the larger pearls* ai» 
*nuid." 

Romance Tbngue,. 

1 find that it was about !he ninth eenturjfi 
Atat barbarous Latia began to give place to the 

modem 



modem languages of France, Spain and Italy. 
The council of Xour^ in the year 8139 order- 
ed the priefts to preach in romance^ that they 
might be underftood by the people. We have 
an odd idea that the clergy* did not preach be- 
fore the ittfortnittionv Ttie Roman Catholic 
dergy aliways preacbe^f . apd , do preach,^ in the 
^ralgar.tongue.^ 

The Fircnch delight to try thce/prit of chil- 
dicen by a kind of riddl^a.. For, example: As 
man has a little bQa|> in which* he mufl: carry, 
-from one fide of a liver to the oth^r, a wol^ 
a goatf and a cabbage j and niufl. not carry 
more th^n one of thefe at once. Which (hall 
hetake^firft^ without the rifk that, during one 
4>f his navigations, the wolf may devour the 
goat, or the goat the cabbag.e ? Suppofe, he 
carry the wolf,, the. cabbage is loft — if the cab- 
bage^ the . goat i& devoured — if the goat, the 
emfa^rrafiinent i» ei|uaU' for he muft riik. his 
. goat,, or his cabbage,.: on< the other fide of the 

The.tanfwer. is,; be muft take the goatfirft, 
Ae wolf, will n9t touch ; the cabbage ; in the 
iecond parage he oa^ri^s the cabbage, apd brings ' 
back the goat; in the third he tranfports the 
wrolf„ whieh mayii^gain be fafely left with thp 
«eabbage*. He.couclijtd^s with returning, for tixe 
.gpat^ ...... » 
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Original Letter • 

I AM mucK obliged to you for the many cw 
vil and kind exprefSon^ in your ^ letter, and 
for the friendly information you give^me. Pap- 
tiality, I fear, diSated the former ; but the 
laft I can only afcribe to the goodne& of your 
hpart. 

I hare publifhed nothing of any fize' but the 
pieces you mention, and one or twe fmsBl 
trafts, now out oiF Jnri-nt and forgotten* The 
reft have been prefaces to fome of my /Strati- 
berry editions, and to a few other publications,^ 
and feme fugitive pieces, which I reprinted 
fome years ago in a fmall volume, aiid whidi 
fliall be at your fervice, with the Catalogue io£ ' 
Noble Authors* 

"Witl^ regard to the bookfeller who has takcft 
the pams of colle£ling my wri^ngs fpr am 
edition (amongft which 1 do not doubt but he 
will gcneroufly beftow on ine many that I did 
«o/ write, according to the liberal praftice of 
fuch compilers), and who alfo intends to writhe 
my Hfe, to which as I never did any thing^ 
worthy of the notice of the public^ hemuft 
Hkewiie be a volHnt|«r contributor) it would 
be vain for nie to endeavour to prevent fuch^ 
defigil. Whofoever has b^i^n fo unadvifed as 
to throw himfelf on the ptiblic, muft pay fdcji 
a tax in a -pamphlet or magazine when he dies i 
but happily the infeds that prey on carrion arc 
ftlll more fhort-lived than the carcafies were 
from which they draw their nutriment. Thofe 

piomen- 



niomentaary abonions live 1>ut a day» aadase 
thruft afide by like emlMryos. Literary charac-*- 
ter$» when not illuftrious^ are known only ta% 
few literary men; and amidft the world of 
books, few readers can come to my (hare. 
Printing) that fecures exiftenoe (in libraries} 
to indifferent authors of any bulk, is like thofc 
cafes) of Egyptian' mummies which, in cata- 
combs, prefer ves bodies of one knows not' 
whom, and which are icribbled over with cba« 
ra£^ers that nobody attempts to read, till nobody 
linderfliands the language in which they were 
written. 

I beiiere, therefore, it will be mod wife ta- 
fvim for a moment on the palTing current, fe- 
cure that it will foon hurry me into the oceso^.^ 
where all things are forgotten. To appoint a 
biographer is* to befpeak a panegyric^ ^nd I 
doi3)t whether they who colie£b their workft for' 
the' public, and» IMce me, .are confcious of no 
intrinfie worth, do but beg mankind to accept - 
of talents (whatever they were) in lieu of vir^ 
toes. To anttcipale fpuriou» publications by a- 
comprchenfive and authentic one, i$ akooft. ad^' 
great an ev3^ it is giving a body to fcatt^red 
atoms y and fuch an a£t in one's old age is de* - 
elaring a fondnefefor the indi&retioniS of youtb^^ 
ov fbs the trifles of an age, which, dlougk- 
more niature,. is only thp lefa excufeable. ^It* 
b moil true, Sir, that fo far from being pxe- ' 
judiced in favour of my own writings, I am ' 
perfttiaGted, that had I thought early as I think 
now, I fliould never have . appeared as an auf^^* 
tfa6r» Age, frequent illnefs, and pain>; have* 
given me aa many hours of refled^ion in the in- 
tervals of the two latter> a$ thf^ two latter ha^e.> 

drawn' 



ihr»wi^ frorii releflion ^ ' mij befides^ thftiir 
fliewing me die inutility of sUl our littiie view^ 
Aey have fuggefted ai» obfenrfttioo that I loroi 
toencoutage in myfelf ft cm the ra^oaality of 
it. I hvft fetenb'and have pra£lifed .th^ fau>^ 
miliating tftft of c<»nparihg myfel£ with greats 
audiors: and .that comparifoa has annihilafeedb 
all the fiattery that felf-Ibve could fuggeflu I. 
know how trifling my awn writings, .arcj and^ 
' how far below the ftandard that conftitutes^ex- 
ceilence ; for the fhade^ that diftinguilh medw 
ocrity^ they are not worth difirimipation ;' end: 
he muft be very modefty or eafily fatisfied^ who* 
can be content to glimmer for an inftant a little 
more than his brethren glow-worms. Mine 
therefore^ you- find, Sir, is not humility, but- 
pride \ When young I wifhe^ for fame,, notr 
ekaminin^ whether I Was Citable- of attaining: 
it> nor conddering in what lighta^ fame wa8» 
defirable^ There are two pans of hoQe&fame;. 
that attendant on riie truly great ^ and that bec-^x 
ter fort> that^ iS' due- to the good. I fear I did^ 
not aim at- t}\d lattsr^ nor dircovered^ tilLtoaf 
tafe,- that I' could- not compafs^ the former*. 
Having neglaSJted tb^ beft- road, and havings in-; 
flead'of the other, ftrolled into- a- narrow pathi 
that'led to no goal worth feekiiig, I fee the: idle*- 
Mfaof my jout'ney, and^ hold it more gracefuL , 
t6 abandon, my wanderings to chance ot^oUivionti 
Aan^to-mark Iblicitudt fortriflea) which L thuiliu : 
fl> myfclfc 

V beg your pardon f^dr-talkmg fo .much ofj[ 
myfelf'5 but an anfwer was^ due tO'die>uni¥iev»*x 
itied attention' whi(A you' have paid to my wiii*. 
ings. I turn with more pkafure to fpeakoi^ 
jitorok Fergivo^ me if LIhall blame yo% whe<^« 

ther 



ther jQU-tVhef' almfidoft ydtir intention, ofave 
too impfttient to execvte it. A mere recapitu«« 
lation of* authenticsted fa£ls wOuli be dry. A 
moTis enlarged plan would demand much ac<» 
quaintance witlf the chara£lers of * the a£bors^ 
and with the probable fources of meaftires. The 
prefent time is accuftomed to details and anec- 
dotes ; and thie age immedi)ately preceding one's 
own is lefs known to any man than the hiftor]p 
^f dinj other period^ 
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Tour obliged and obedient 

humble fervant^ 

HOR. Walpolit^ 

jDS? CaUtirer. 

The bocli of De CaUieres> De la /Hence dh 
m»ndey is very well written. It was the fo«n» 
dation, I believe, of the pamphlet called Th& 
Pdke Fhilofbphei. 

Dante^ 

DaQl^^ is a dll&cult autbon I wii(h we 4iadl » 
complete tranflation in profe^ with the original 
on the oppofite^page^ Uketiie Erench one of the- 
lafecnoj printed at Paris ia 1776^. 

« 

■ « 

Rcnaudot,. aphyficran, firft puHiflied afPa- 
nsy iar 163 1^ a Gazette^ fo called from Gazetto,. 
a.coitt.of Vejttce paid for the seading;of nnanu^- 

IJcript 
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icript newB. In more earif timetf our chief 
nobility had correfpondents abroad on puiv.* 
pofe to wntfi what were called « Letters of: 
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Ratroui 



' Rotrou's Venceflas isthe bed of the French 
tt's^ediesy anterior to, CorneiUe. It ought 
to be reprinted, as it is only to be found in> 
the £i::arce ancient edition^ or ia large coL- 
k£tions« 

. jy Hancarvillei. 

That book of D'Hancarville is very fboliifh*- 
He is puzzled why all barbarous nations have 
fimilar idols and coftoms ; aiid yet is not pu^:- 
zled at their all having^^two eyes and a nofe. 
The human mind aiid the humait^ fdrm'jtre 
every where fimilar. All nations find mi% 
very ufefuJ ; yet d'Hancarville is deplorably 
wife on the (miverfal veneration paid to buUt 
and cows. A little good-fenfe is worth all tliei 
erudition in the world,, 

Aad^ though' no (cience, fairly worth the feveni 

. French Rojal Autharsv 

> ' . . . *- " 

A 

Louis XIV.. tranflated from Caefar,. with tfie 
affiftance of his governor, " La Guerre des 
Swifles,*' Paris 1 65 1, folio, from the royal prefs 
of the Louvre. . - 

. By his fucceflbr we haVe; " Cours des princi- 
paux Fleuves et Rivieres de I'Eurc^e : .ouvrage 

com pofe 
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compofs tt imprime par S. M. trefr Cretienne- 
Ijouis XV; Roi de France et de Navarre. Pa- 
risj de rimprimerie du Cabinet de fa Majefte^ 
1718, 8vo."— "The Courfe of the chief Ri- 
vers in Europe^ comgofed and printed by his 
moft Chriftian Majefty Louis XV. &c. Paris, 
from the King's cabinet prefs." 
• Philip of France, only brother of Louis XIV. 
tranilated Florus, Paris 1670, ismo. It was 
publifhed by La Mothe le Vayer. 

It is furprifing that Louis XI. (hould appear 
among the royal authors of France. He wrote 
for the inilru£lion of his fon, « Le Roller des 
Guerres ;'* a work divided into two parts, the 
firft moral, the laft hiftorical. The iirft is in 
, the form of maxims ; for example : 

*' If a king wifli to raife pure hands to hea- 
ven, ler'him be contented with his own domain, 
and the ancient fubfidies : the greateft necefli- 
ty of the public weal can alone authorife the 
iinpofition of new taxes." 

*« When men formed communities, and 
built towns, and appointed mafters over them, 
it was only in order to obtain juftice, and help 
agamft injuries : hence it is the prime duty of 
a king to prevent oppreffiouj and diftribute 
jufticc.'* 

Original Letter. 

Strawberry-hill^ 0^. l8, 178^. 

I AM much obliged to you, dear Sir, for the 
notice, and your kind intentions. I have vari- 
ous copies of King Charles's colle£tion; but 
the one^you mention is probably more curious 
and what I ihould be very glad to have ; and 
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if I can afford it will give whatever (hall her 
thought reafonable ; for I would by no means 
take advantage of the poor man's ignorance or 
neceflity *, and therefore fhould wiih to have it 
cftimated by fome connoiffeur ; and though the 
notes may be foolifh, they would not prejudice 
the information I Ihould like to get. I mult 
go to town on Friday, and will call on you ; 
and if you cannot be at hoine> be fo good as 
lo leave the MS. and I will bring it back to 
you the next day, or Sunday, as 1 rttum hU 
mer. 

Youra iinsesely, 

Poijardes* 

The bamngensi or fi&<-womett at P^ri^ 
form a fort of body- corporate. In the ticoie 
of Louis XIV. the Dauphin havipg; recovered 
from a long illnefs, the fiOx-women deputed' 
four of their troop to offer their congratuia-^ 
tions. After fome diiBculties, the ladies were 
admitted by the King's fpecial command, and 
conduced to the Dauphin's apartment. One 
of them began a fort of harangue, "What 
would have become of u^ if our dear Dauphin 
had died ? We (hould have loft our all." The 
King meanwhile had entered behind, and be« 
ing extremely jealous^ of his power and ^ory^ 
firov^ed at this ill-jadgpd cpmgliment;, whisw. 
anotther q£ the deputation,, with] 4 ready wit^ 
regained hi^^ gpod grace3, l^. adding, « Trueii 
we fhouJid have loft oi^: ^-^ft^r , our good 

King 
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King could never have furvivcd his fon, and 
would doubtlefshavc. died of grief." The 
naif policy of this unexp^ded turn was much 
admired. 

Henry nil. 

Your argument that Henry VIII. might have 
retained the church-lands, and thus have fecured 
VL great revenue, is well enough in theory; But, 
in fa£i:, he could not have kept them y it was 
neceflary to diftributc them, in otder to intcreft 
othera in the fupport of his innovations* I be* 
lieve he-forgot tne northern peers | and this led 
to rebellions in the north. 

U/efefi Reading. 

Dr. Bentley's fon reading a novel, thcDoftor 
faid, <« Why read a book which you cannot 
quote ?" 

Charles L 

The beft and moft undoubted fpecimen of the 
mental powers of Charles I. is his conference 
with Henderfon. 

Hypercriticifm. 

Every thing has its place. Lord Hailes, who 
is veiy accurate himfelf, obfervcd to me, that 
the chronology of the Memoitcs deGrammont 
18 not cxaia. What has that book » do with 
chronology. ? 

• 

Jochej/bip. 
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Louis XI. when he was ^t youth, ufed te 
vifit a peafant) whofe garden produced excel- 
lent ffuit. Soon after he afcended the throne, 
this peafant waited on him, and brought his 
little prefent, a turnip, from his garden, of an. 
extraordinary fizc. The king fmiled, remem- 
bered his pad pleafures, and ordered a thoufand 
crowns to the peafant. 

The lord of his village hearing of this libera- 
ality, argued with himfdf thus : <* If this pea- 
fant have a thoufand crowns for a turnip, I have 
only to prefent a fine horfe . to- this munificent 
monarch, and my fortune is made." As others 
might entertain the fame idea, he lorfes no time,, 
but mounts one horfe, and leads in bis hand a 
beautiful Barb, the pride of his ftable. He 
;arrives at court, and requefts the King's accep*- 
tance of his little prefent. Louis highly prais- 
ed the fteed 5 and the donor's expedations were 
raifed to the utmoft, when the King exclaimed, 
"Bring me. my turnip" — and added, in pre- 
senting it to the y^/g'Wfwr, "Hold; this coft me 
a thoufand crown$, and I give it you for your 
horfe." 

^ Original Letter. 

As foon. Sir, as I can fee the lady my frieiidi , 
who 13 much acquainted with the Archbiftopi 
I will try if {he will afk his leave for you to fee 
the books you mention in his library,, of which 
I will give her the lift. I did aft Mr. Cambridge 
' where 



where Dr. Lort is ; he told mc, with the Bi- 
fhop of Chefter, and on an intended tour to 
the Lakes. I do not poflefs^ nor ever looked 
into, one of the books you fpecify; nor Ma-' 
billon's Afta San6t:orum, nor 0*Flaherty'» 
Ogygia. My reading has been very idle, and 
trifling, and defultory ; not that, perhaps, it 
haj not been employed on authors as refpedla-' 
ble as thofe you want to confult, nor that I had 
not rather read the Deeds of Sinners than Afta 
Sanftorum. I have no reverence but for fen- 
Jible beoks, and confequently not for a great 
number ; and had rather have read fewer than 
I have, than more. The reft may be ufeful on 
-certain points, as' they happen now to be to' 
you, who I am fure would not read them for 
general ufe and pleafure^ aiKl are a very different 
iind of authdt. I (hall like, \ dare fay, any 
■thing you do write ; but I aiii not overjoyed at 
your -wading into the hiftory of dark ages, 
unlefs you ufe it as a canvas to be embroidered 
with your own opinions, and epifodes, and 
comparifons with more recent times. That \& 
a moft entertaining kind of writing. In gene- 
ral, I have feldom wafted dme on the origin of 
nations, unlefs for an opportunity of fmiling at 
the gravity of the author, or at the abfurdity of 
the manners of thofe ages; for abfurdity and 
bravery compofe almoft all the anecdotes we 
have of them ; except the accounts of what 
they never did, nor thought of doing. 

I have a real affeftion for Bifliop Hoadley. 
He ftands with me in lieu of what are called ^hi 
Fathers \ and I am much obliged t<K you for 
^fiering to lend me a book of his* 5 but as my 

faith 

* A colledlion of his fmall tra^s and iiJigle Sheets, prr- 
feotcd by bimrelf to fpeaker Onflow. 
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faith in him and his dofhrines has longbaen fet-. 
ded, I {hall not return to fuch grave ftudies* 
when I have fo little time left, and defire only 
to pafs it' tranijuilly, and without thinking oF 
what I can neither propagate nor correS. Whea 
youth made me fanguine, I hoped mankind 
might be fet right. Now that I am very old, t 
fit down with this lazy ihaxim, that unlefs one 
could cure men of bdng fools, it is to no pur- 
pufe to cure them of any folly, as it is only 
making room for fome other. Self-intereft is 
thought to govern every man ; yet is it poffiblc 
to be Icfs governed by feif-intereft than men arc. 
in the aggregate i Do not thoufands facrifice 
even their lives for fingle men ? Is not it an efta- 
bliihed rule in France that every perfon (hould 
love every king they have in his turn ; What 
government is formed for general happinefs i 
Where is not it thought herefy by the majority 
to infinuate that the felicity of one man ought 
not to be preferred to that of millibns ? Had 
not I better at fiicty-eight leave men to thefe 
prepofterous notions, than return to Biihop, 
Hoadly, andfighf. 

Not but I have a heart-felt fatisfaftion when 
I hear that a mind as liberal as his, and who has, 
dared to utter facred truths, meets with approba- 
tion and purchafers of his work. You muft not, 
however, flatter yourfelf. Sir, that all your pur- 
chafers are admirers. Some will buy your book^ 
becaufe they have heard of opinions in it that 
offend them, and becaufe they want to find 
matter in it for abufing you. Let them j the 
more it is difcufled, the more ftrorfgly will your 
fame be eftabliflied, I commend you for fcorn- 

ing 



ifig any artifice to pufF your book j but you muft 
alk)w me to hope it will be attacked. 

I have another fatisfa£tion in the f<ile of your 
book 'y it will occafion a fecond editioti. What 
if, as you do not approve of confuting mifquoters, 
you ifmply printed a lift of their falfe quotations, 
referring to the identic fentences, at th^ end of 
your fecond edition. That will be preferving 
their infamy, which elfe would perilh where it 
^wras 'bom : and perhaps would deter others from 
fimilar forgeries. If any rational opponent 
ftaggers you on any opinion of yours, I would 
retraft ft ; and that would be a fecond triumph* 
I am, perhaps, too impertinent and forward 
with advice : it is at leaft a proof of zeal ; and 
you are under no obligation to follow my coun- 
lel. It is the weaknefs of old age to be apt to 
give advice 5 but I will fairly arm you againft 
myfelf, by confeffing, that when I was young, I 
mras not apt to take any. 

¥9drs «i^ <fincert{y) 



Proverbs' not only prcfeat " te bpn gros fans 
%ui court les rues," but fometimes are expreffed 
in elegant metaphor. I was ftruck with an 
oriental one of this fort, which I met with in 
fome book of travels.: " With time and pati- 
ence the leaf of the mulberry-tree become^ 
fattin.'* 

Odd 
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Odd Obligation. 

The Duke of Roqwelaure was one ©f tho(b 
who, as Madame Sevigne fays, « abufe the pri- 
vilege that the men Iwve to be ugly." Acci- 
dentally finding at court a very ugly country 
gentleflian, who had a fuit to offer, the Duke 
prefented him to the King, and urged his requeft, 
faying he was under the higheft obligations to 
the gentleman. The King granted the requefti 
then aiked Roquelaure what were thofe great ob- 
ligations. « Ah ! Sir, if it were not for him, 
I fliould be the very uglieft man in your domi- 
nions.'* This fally excited the roysil fmile, 
while the gentleman, with .plain good-fenfc^ 
affected not to hear it. 

Pearls* 

« 

We read more of pearls than of diamonds, in 
ancient authors. The ancients had not &ili 
enough to jnake Ithe moft of diamonds \ and 
.the arf of engraving on them is not older than 
the fixteenth century. The moft remarkable of 
modem pearls is that in the Spaniih treafury, 
called The Pilgrim. It was in the poileflion of 
a merchant, who had paid Tor it 100,000 ^ 
crowns. When he went to offer it for fale to 
Philip IV. the King faid, *« How could you ven- 
ture to give fo much for a pearl ?" The mer- 
chant replied, *< I knew there was a king of 
Spain in the world/' Philip, pleafcd with the 
flattery, ordered him hjs own price, 

Self^ 



Selfjbnefs. 

The reafon why I admit no children with the 
companies that come to fee my houfe, iS) that 
I have had fome trinkets damaged, nay, loSk. I 
thought of the Archbiihop of Narbonne, who 
opened his fine gardens to the citizens, but 
ftuck up notice that no flowers were to be pulled, 
as they were for the delight of all, and not of 
any individual. One day, however, being at 
his window, he perceived a lady, who was de- 
ftroying a whole parterre to make her dear felf 
a nofegay. Calling a fervant, he ordered hina 
to give the lady a crown, to enable her to buy 
flowers. The damfel threw down her theft, 
and marched off in a rage, which was not alle- 
viated by another meflage from the Archbifliop, 
^< That his garden was o^ly open for thofe qui 
favohnt vivre.'* 

Legacy Foreftalled* 

A French peer, .a man of wit, was making 
his teftament : he had remembered all his do- 
mcfticsj except his fteward ; " I fliall leave him 
nothing," faid he, << beeaufe he has ferved mQ 
2iefe twenty years.*' 

MtflahenPktj. 

Some paflengers were chatting idle nonfen(e 
to a parrot, hung out at a window, when a de- 
vout old lady came up.: *^ O wickednefs !" ex- 
claimed (be : << why do you not teach him his 
creed ?** 

I Novel. 
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I hxwt read fomewlwre tliart LaComteft de 
Mortaiie, « tiovel in two Toluroes^ by MiEtdanie 
DurJMR^^ fo wMth the pitraial, 

Kffowie*s Hiftory of the TimtIcs is fttH of long 
nations, tianflated from the Latin of Leanclnvkm^ 
Coniidered as a hiftory, it is a mafs of fdUcs \ in 
poinK of language, it is the dulleft book in ike 
t¥0rldj with fecWe periods of a page long, 
. \ ' ■ 

Am9r9us Smnt,, 

I $an 4«Ad that the irfe of S|t. Os^herme of 
Sienna contafn6 <much ^urknis and equivoced 
matter. 

[The title is Legenda della feraphica QatheriM 
di Sienna, Vinegic, 1556, fko.] 

Hardeum. 

Hardottin was' a diverting jnadman. 4Ie 
tfiot^ht mofft of the. €laflic$ were forged by 
monks. So wrong^b^ded he wa^ i^ yon 
may be (ure that what he aflerts is falfe, and 
what he attacks is true* When he was incul- 
catling his new do<Jlrines of literary forgery to <| 
yottt£^ his difciple, the latter ^ed hrm what 
was to be thpught of the fcmptares, the eanon% 
the father;S ? After a long filence^ Hardouin 
anrfwered,' « Only I and Go^ know the force of 
your objeftio^." 

Sucking 
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Sucking Fathirs* 

Bdtthbttlrs has Written a iktle w<*fc caUed It^ 
geniou* Thoughte of the Fathers. Thelt ih 
haftJly dtie worth repeating. Thofe fathers rea- 
fon iikc compete fools. I am convittccd Aat 
fci fll^ir time the human mind had become ex* 
hftu(kd and deb^fed. The Platonic philofophers 
of tiiat period aire ho better reafbners. Chrif^ 
datiit]f Was certainly of all the fyfttois then of- 
fered the moft rational. Perhaps the phlldfophte 
idea of the unity of God could nevetr haVe met 
with accejjtianee amiaftg the ^ople, except by 
Ae meaft of Ohiiftianity. 

Original Letter* 

Some time agd y<)U fald you would b^ fo kind 
as to tti^e me a lift of tiie Wf itlftgd of Lord 

Itibatif . I kmt a mind «> ijompiete my ac-* 

count «|f royal and noble authbt^, for which t 
have imaSfed t great number of additions) b^th 
irf works and oittkted writers. I ffiaH thefo- 
^Uttht much obliged to you, if, Withdut in* 
tmupth^ yout own much moi* VAluabte writ*^ 
ings, you tin fjtvour me Wkh that Hft. 
• Ali 1 know of litjtd Elibdrtk'd JJtLWieatlonS 
ilfe the following : . 

1. Inquiry into the Origin and C6nfeqi«Jil<Hr 
of thfe publw Uebt^. 

2. Thoughts on Money, Circulation, and 
Papei; Currency. Edinb. 1758. 

I 2 3. A pam* 
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3. A pamphlet on the Scottifli peerage, 1771. 
I do not know the title. 

I have a very imperfedl memoratidum, made 
long ago, and which being only written with a 
pencil is almoft efFaced ', fo that all that remains 
legible are thefe words, " Lord Lyttleton's cor- 
refpondents. Lord Elibank's anfwer to"— — 

1 recoiled that it alluded to fome\emarkabl.e 
anecdote; but my memory grows fuperaimuated^ ' 
and I cannot recover it. Have you any idea ? 

I do not even know Lord Elibank'jS Chriftiain 
name ; was it Patrick ? 

In 1778 I cut out of a newfpaper almoft a 
whole column, containing an "account of the 
death and character of Patrick, Lord Elibank ^ 
and as he is there deferibed as a very aged man^ 
I conclude it was the Lord I remember, who 
married the widow of I^ord North and Grey-ji 
and was brother of Mr. Alexander Murray, im- 
prifoned by the Houfe of Commons. 

When I have the pleafure of feeing you here 
(which I hope will be in about a fortnight, when 
I fliall t>e free fro;n all engagements), I will, if 
yoM csore to fee i^, trouble you with a (ight of 
ipy intended fupplement, to which, p^rhaps^ 
you can colitribute fome additions, as I think 
you told me. I am in no hafte, for I only in- 
tend to leave it behind aie, and have a^lually 
put all the materials in order, except the article 
of Lord Elibanki I do not pretend to fhew you 
any thing worthy of your curiofity, for nothing 
is m(»e trifling than my writings ; but I am glad 
to lay you under a fort of debt of communica- 
tion, in which I am fure of being greatly over- 
paid. 

Jean 



I can tell you what is truly curious ; I have 
a lift (over and above thofe whom I fhall 
mention, being dead) of at leaft thirty living 
ftuthors and authorefles. Would not one think 
this a literary age f As perhaps you was not ' 
aware of what a mafs of genius the Houfe of 
j Lords is pofleiTed — I ought rather to fay, the 
I peerage of the three kingdoms, and of all, ex- 
cept of two of the ladies (who are five;, the 
works arc in print, I will mow you the cata- 
logue \ nay, you (hall have a copy, if you pleafe, 
left fo many illuftrious names Ihould be loft, 
when I, their painful chronicler, am not alive 
to. record them. Nor is there an atom of 
vanity in that expreffion. Books of peerage 
are like the precious fpices that embalm corpfes^ 
and preferve the dead for ages. — Adieu, dear 
Sir. - 

Yours moft fincerely, 

Hon. Walpole. 

Prejudices'. 

Our paflions and prejudices ever mifiead u^; 
There is a French ben trovato on this topic. 
.A curate and his wife had heard that the moon 
was inhabited 5 a tekfcope was borrowed, and 
the lady had the firft peep. " I fee,*' faid fhe, 
« I fee two fhades inclining towards each 
other; they are, beyond doubt, happy lovers." 
— <« Poh !" faid the curate, looking in his 
turn ; « thefe two fhades are the two fteeples of 
a cathedral." 

I } Emphatie 
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I have heard ctf a general ofioefi i^he^ ttia^ 
bB clafied with the Avehbifhop of Graifada* 
When he was about ninety yeats of age lie 
was difturbed with ^ noife ol fome yiD^un^ 
officefS) diverting themfehres with feme'girld. 
f« Is thisi g^tlemenj tho exan>p}e that I giro 
you ?'* 

A father wiihed to difloade his daugbtef from 
afiy thoughts of matriflsony. << She who mzf^ 
ries does well,'' faid he ; «« but fhe who does 
not marry dbcs better*—*^ My fiithcr,"' flic zii^ 
fwered meekly, «« I am content with doki^ 
well i let h?r do better vrho ^an.** 

^mrant Naivete* 

An old officer had loft axi eye in the wars^ 
and fupplied it with a glafs* one, which he al- 
ivays'took out when he went to bed. Betng 
at ^ iojA he took qu1» bid ^ye, a<id gare-il: to 
t]|^ i^mple wench who attended^ deuriag her 
to lay It on {^ ts^ble. The maid afterwards 
ilill watting ^t^ fta^»^ ^ What doft Wait 
for ?"* biA the officer- *« Only far the other 
eye* Six.'* 

AmupnhmU ^ JFan 

When Louis XIV. befieged LiJIe, the Count 
de Sxouai) governor of the plabcj was to po« 

iitc 



Kte as to fend 9 fupply of ice every morning 
for the King's defiest.^ Louis faid one day ^o 
the gentleman who brought it, << I am much 
ofaUlged to M. de Bronsn iot koi i^ faotlSvifh 
he ywaid fend • it ia lar^ fotitomJ^ The 
Spomard amfwered, widout ise6«alio% << Stre^ 
Be tfaniks the (iege wiil be loag^ and he is afraid 
the 106- may be cxkaufted,'' Whea the mc&ni- 
ger was going, the Duke de Charroit, cspfiaiiv 
of the guards, called out, " Tell Brouai not to 
follow the example of die g^vaurnor of Douai, 
who yielded like a rafcal ." The King turned 
woani bsg^ow, aod fakL ^* Clanrofty. are you 
mod IV*" How^ Sirr anfwered he^ '' fiiouot 
istof coitfim'^ 

m die Menioire» de Gc^unanoDt you wfU find 
Cinilar examples ot the amufimmts of war. 
Tou tcmanber t\aA wJieo Philip of Macedon 
vanquifhed the Athenians, in a pitched battle, 
they fent next morning to demand their bag- 
gage ; the King laugbed, and ordered it to be 
returned, faying, « I do believe the Athenians 
thin]c we did not fight fai eameft." 

• - - « 

UnexcepfisfkMe T^ammtit 

Sainfrai, a notary^ of Pafis, Was. fent for ta 

write the teflament of a rich man, who defir- 

cd him £d to word it that no* room might} be left 

for conteftatien among his heirs. ^Hoxoomr 

for cootdlaeiohj^ impoflibleP^ anfweted Sain«* 

frai. "Jefus Chrift, the wifeft of men, the 

bn, of Ciiod, dxew up a reftament,. which has 

teeHi contefted for thefe feventeeii^ hundred 

ycaars> and will ever be^ contefted. Can i hope 

to go beyond him ?" So fayiJagy be took his 

hat^ and withdrew, 

I 4 Equity 
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Equity* 

I have read fomewhcre, I believe in Thu^ 
anuSj that the inhabitants of a city ftipulated. 
with their fovercign, that their judges fhould 
not decide caufes by equity. They deemed 
e^iuity a mere pretext for abandoning the letter 
of the laWf 

A Commandment, 

The evening before a battle, an officer came 
to aik Mar0ial Toiras for permiilion to go and 
fee his father, who [was at the point of death. 
<* Go," faid the general, -who faw through the 
pretext ; " thou fhalt honour thy farfier and 
thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the 
^arth," 

Fq/bUns. 

It was about the year 17 14 that two Eng- 
lifh ladies, vifiting Vcrfailles, fet an example 
of low head*dreiles to the French Ladie$, who 
at that time wore them fo high, arranged like 
organ-pipes, that/their heads feemed in the 
middle of their bodies. The king loudly ex- 
prefTed his approbation of the fuperior tafte and 
elegance of the Englifh fafliion ; and the ladies 
of the court were of courfe eager to adopt the 
new form. 

The fame ladies are faid to have introduced 
the faihion of large hoops in France ; an abfurd 
cuftom, which the delicfite raillery of Addifon 
could not extirpate. 

Metonymy* 
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Metonymy. 

Scarlet and purple are terms foihetimes ap« 
plied, by old French and Englifli poets, to ^ne 
cloth of any colour, becaufe thofe fuperb colours 
had been originally confined to that fort of cloth. 
Thus we read of white fcarle^ and of green 
purple. . 

Dr. Rolertfin. 

Dr. Robertfon's reading is not extenfive r he 
only reads what may conduce to the purpofe 
in hand ; but he ufes admirably what he doe» 
read. His Introduftion to the Hiflory of 
Charles V. s^ounds with grofs miftakes. hh 
mentiomng the little iatercourfe among nations^ 
in the middle ages, he fays a prior of Cluny 
exprefles his apprehenfions of a journey ta 
St. Maur. He fuppofes the prior's fimplicity 
a ftandard of the mode of thinking at that 
tune ! In many other inftance^ he has mifta* 
ken exceptions for rules. Exceptions are re- ^ 
corded, becaufe they are Angular ; what is ge- 
nerally done efcapes record. A receipt may 
be given for an extravagantly dear book, even 
now ; but that does not imply that tiooks are 

now very uncommon. 

■» 

Value (f an Oath* 

A Norman was telling another a great ab] 
furdity asr a matter of fa<a. " You are jelU 
ing," faid tlie hearer. <* Not I^ on the faith 
of a Chriftian."— " Will you wager ?"— « No» 

I 5 ^ I won't 
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I won't wager; but I ant ready to fwear 
toit," < 

» 
Strafif^e Errors 

A txzSt of l^atbeir F^ul has been. rec^tJy: 

Kep^ Venezianoj Londra, 178^, 8vo.), "mti^ ^ 
pompous preface^ faying that this invali\able 
work is now prin|(ied from ^, undoubted MS« 
This thing was printed a century and a half 
ago ! 

Here is Jm antiquarian book for you \ f have 
been dipping into it to my foirow. Mbft of 
them arc riarc<?tic, but thi* is ipritafing i 
for who cart bear inf6lcnce, mix<;d* ^i^ fahfe 
reafoning on falfe foundations ? t tooktiown 
Lucretius tb look at a quotation^ and art ap-^ 
pHcablc paffage ^anght my ey^. J have marK- 
edit; , . ' 



•Wi 



-m fobric^ fl fi^lAt eft regula prima. 



NoriQaqne ft falhx notis regionibus extty 
£t lilbelia aliqnW fi ^x parte claudicat hilum, 
Oratiia mendofe fieri, atque oMli|)a nece^tti Alt; 
Prava, cubaotia, prona, fupina, atque abfona tc^fca^ 
Jam ruei'c tit quawiam Tidean^ur. vdle, mammae 
Frodita j^^diciiiifaUacibtts onmia priiiui» 



(k^gin^ 



Original LHtir. 

The new regul^tLoa of the poft proves? rcry 
inconvenient to this little diftri(^. It arrives 
and departs again in half an hour \ fo that 
having a vifit when I received your letter yefter- 
day, I could not poffibly 'anfwer it then 5 nor 
can I write now expeditioufly, as for thefe, 
thirteen days I have had^a third nt of the gout ia 
my left arm and hand^' and can barely hold 
the paper. 

Your intelligence of the Jubilees to be ce- 
lebrated in Scotland ^ ia honour of the- revo- 
lution was welcome indeed. ' It. la a favourable 
fymptom'of an ag^ when its fedivals are found- 
ed on good fenfe and liberality of fentiment, 
and not to perpetuate fuperftition and flavery* 
Your countrymen. Sir, liave proved their good- 
fcnfe too. in their choice of a poet, i our 
writings breathe the noble, generous fpirit con- 
genial to the infiitotion. Give me leave to fay^^ 
2iat. it is very flattering to me to have the Ode 
communicated to me.^— Iwill not ivfm to be 
confulted,, for of that diftin£kion I am not wor- 
th)! 9 I-amnot.a poet^ and am fure cannot im- 
prove your ideas, which you have expreiled 
^ith pr^riety aiid cleamefs, the nacefiary in- 
gredients of an addrefs ta a populous meetings 
ibft I doubt our numerous . audiences are not 
afftived at Olympic tafte enough to ifeize with 

enthi^ 

• At Gla%ow, it iliottld have been. 
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enthufiafm the eccentric flights of Pindar. You 
have taken a more rational road to infprratiom 
by adhering to the genuine topics of the occa* 
iion : and you fpeak in fo manly a -ftyle^ that I 
do not believe a more competent judge could 
amend your poetry. I approve of it fo much, 
that if you commanded me to alter it, I virould 
alter but one word, and would infert but one 
more. In the fecond itanza, for 

Here ever gUcund the patriot fword, 

I would rather read, ' 

Here ever /«/&V, 

as I think gleamed not forcible enough fdr the 
thought, nor expreffive . enough of the vigo- 
rous ardour of your heroes. In the third 
ftanza, I think, there wants a fyllable, not li- 
terally, but to the car 5 . - 

And Jlavery^ tvith arts unbleft. 

Slavery, if. pronounced as three fyllablesf does 
hot fatisfy the fulnefs of harmony, and befides 
obliges the tongue to dwell too ftrongly on ivith^ 
which ought not to occupy much accent. An 
epithet to arts would make the whole line 
fonorous. 

- Thefe are trifling criticifms of a trifling critic^ 
but they mark both my attention and fatisfa£li- 
on with your ode. I muft addj how beauti* 
fully is introduced, innocent .of blood! How 
"ought that circumftance to be dwelt upon at the 
Jubilee of the Revolution ! 

I wiU 
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I Will tell you how more than occafionallir 
the mention of Pindar flipped into my pen. I 
have frequently, and even yefterday, wifhed 
that fome attempt were made to ennoble our 
horfe<*races, particularly at Newmarket, by af- 
fociadng better arts witn the coudqs, as by con- 
tributions for odes, the beft of^ which fhould 
be rewarded by medals. Our nobility would 
find their vanity gratified, for as the pedigrees 
of their fteeds would foon grow tirefome^ 
their own genealogies would replace them ; and 
in the mean time poetry and medals would be 
improved. Their lordfhips would have judg- 
ment enough to know if their horfe (which 
ihould be the imprefs on one fide) were not well 
executed j and as I hold there is no being more 
difficult to draw well than a horfe, no bad artift 
could be employed. Such a beginning would 
lead further, and the cups or plate for tne prize 
might rife into beautiful verfes. But this is a 
vifion y and I may as well go to bed and dream 
of any thing clfe. I do not return the ode, 
which I flatter myfelf you meant I {hould keep. 

Your much obliged, humble fervant, 

HoR. Walpole. 

* 

P. S. I muft not forget how diflicult it 
is to write to a given tune, efpecially with 
fo much "eafe as you have done 5 and nothing 
is more happy than making November DniU as 
Mety. 

FoqU 



14^- , vrttwtiinA. 

. A preacher in ItaJjr was^ proaouncing *e po^ 
negyric of his favourite femt, the fetmder ojF 
his order. He compared him with alt ike- ce^- 
leftiial hierarchy/ tnd cotdd find no place ho^ 
nOurablc enough for hior, whSe his lottg^'paTa?- 
graphs were ever ctofed witfr th« estclatnation^ 
«*' where (hall we place this great patriarch ?*^ 
Ah auditor, whofc patience way exftauftedi rofe 
up, and. faid, *^ Since you are fo puzzted, he 
mwf have my pluce, ftjr f am going.*' ' • 

I do not know if it were t;he famr ptisacher 
who faid St, Ft^ncis Xavicr converted, by one 
fermon^ ten thoufend pcrfbns in ft defcrt' 

ifland. . '^^ 

Pere Serajvhin, a noted capuchin rf ptous* 
fimplicity, \vas preaching before i^ouis^ XFF. 
at Verfailles, when he. perceived the Abbfr E6- 
neloh aflecp. Stopping in the midft of his diC- 
«»'tirfe, he faid, « W^tetha^t abbe whorsaflcep^ 
arid who perhaps only attends, here vot pay hiir 
court to the King.*' Louis fmilcd, and pardon- 
ed the difrefp^(Sl, in confidfimtLon of the father's 
fimplicity of chara£):er» 

Embaffadors. 

" You remember Sir Henry Wotton'S definition 
of' an enxbaflador, " A man fen^ to tell lies for 
the good of his country."' He fhould of courlfe 
have a firm countcnfticc. Eouis XIV. delighted 
JLn exciting awe and confufion of face in thofe 
who apjjroached him, but could not fucceed 
with Baron Pcntrider, envoy from the emf)eror. 

When 



witiK»t,itiM« r4r 

'When he ws» making his firft 'j^>cech touis waji^ 
piqued at his coolnefk, and* (ought to emharrad 
him by catling out, «< Speal^ louder, Mr. Em- 
baflador.'* Pentrider ©nly anfwcred, « Louder ?'* 
r^ifed his voi^e, apd proceeded*. 

Lord -Herbert of cherbury» in the curious 
account of hi$ owi^ life which 1 printed, tells 
a g6od flx)ry of a Spanifti epibaffador, who had 
abandtHie4 a co^gtefi becaufi^ he could not ob« 
tain .precedence oyer the French deputy. On 
Ibs return to court he waited on the King, and 
explained the reafon of his condu^. «* What,* 
fatd the monarch, <^cpul4 you think of aban- 
doning fuch an^ important biifinefi' for the fake 
€i{ a ceremony ?" The egibaflador, piqued at 
dte refle6)rion, anfwered with great fpirit, « A 
cijremony !" What i^ your majefty yourfelf bjJit 
a.qcttmony?'*-; 

UJ^ of Misfiq^erief. 

\ 

An ^nyoy ftoin Cairo to liOrenzo de .Medici . 
aiced-that wife prince hpw it came to pal^ that 
thcr.e were fo few mad men at Horence,. while 
the capital of Egypt prefented great nujnberjs* 
Lorenzo, pointing to a monaffiery^ iaid^i. ""Viif©, 
Ihut them up iii thofe houfibs.*' 

' . ' Reproof. 

^Cardinal Dubois offered an abbey to a bjihop^ 
-who refufedit, becaufe he faid he could not re- 
concile to his confcience the ^poffeflion' of two 
benefices. The Cardinal, in gre^t furprife, 
faid, ^« You fbould be canonifed/'— ," I wifh^ 
my lordi" anfwered die Bifhop, " that I deferv- 
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ed it ; and that jon had the power^ A dcU*. 
cate reproach of his ambition* 

Frienil/bip. 

In our cold climate friend{hip feldom ripens 
much. A friend is a name for a more conftant 
acquaintance. .Yet I have heard of a gentle- 
man who laid down his equipage, and retrench* 
ed his expencesi in order to lay by^ a fum to af- 
fill two <:hildren of a deceafed friend, who had 
left them in poverty. 

Gothic Archite^ure. , 

Mr. Gibbon mentions that the palace? of 
Theodofius, reprefented on one of his coinsj is 
the oldeft fpecimen of Gothic archite<9:ure. -l, 
doubt the coin and the palace. Perhaps the old 
fhrines for reliques were the real prototypes of 
this fine fpecies df archite£lure. Some, as old\. 
as Alfred's time, have pointed arches in minia- 
ture. It was a mod natural tranfitioia for piety 
to render a whole church, as it were, one flirine. 
Th6 Gothic ftyle feems to befpeak an amplifica^ 
tkn of the minute y not z diminutiott of the great* 
Warburton's groves are nonfenfe ; it was not a 
paflage from barbarifm to art, but from one' 
Ipecies of art to another. The ftyle was at firft 
peculiar to ihrines, and then became peculiar to 
churches. 

Concubinage, 

Concubinage was lawful, and allowed by 
the canons of ^ the church, till the 1 2th cen- ' 
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tury. Our extreme rigour has, as ufual, pro- 
pagated vice. Nothing can ht more unjuft 
than the want of any medium between the ap- 
pellation of wife, and the mofl; degrading con- 
tempt. Infamy and vice reciprocally produce 
each oth^r. 

Prince Eugenia 

Prince Eugene was at one time fo great a fa- 
vourite in England, that an old maid bequeathed 
to him 2500A \ nay, a gardener left him loo/. 
by his will. 

Retort. 

The French like us better abroad than here. 
A French ambaffador faid to Lord * * *, "The 
Englifh are excellent when out of their ifland.*' 
The peer anfwered, with great readinefs and 
fpirit, « They have then at lead the merit of be- 
ing excellent (bmewhere.^ 

New proof of Frienijhip. 

Sir * * * * * * was a great amateur, nay, 
praftifer, of boxing and wreftling ; and willing- 
ly imparted his^ knowledge to thofe who con- 
fulted him. A lord in his neighbourhood call- 
ing on him one day, they walked into the gar- 
den, and the baronet ftarted his favourite topic 
The peer's politenefs leading him to fay that he 
foould wifli to fee a fpecimen of the baronet's 
boafted fkill, Sir * * ♦ fuddenly feized him from 
behind, and Arew him over his head. Up Harts 
my lord in a rage, when tfcc baronet addtcfled 

' him 



him >inftb great gva^it^^ ^ Vij Umiy this in % 
jMooi of my great kitaaUkip for yoa. This 
m^fter-ftroke I hare tbcwn ta m ether peiiea 

Incredible FaB. , 

The Abbe Regtuer^ ieevetar^ of the French 
Academy, was colle£l;ing in his hat from each 
member a c^itributton fot a certam pnvpofe. 
The prcfidcnt Roles, «ne of tlbe forty, wa^ a. 
gM»c mifinr, but had ps^ hli ^ota f which cbc 
Abbe not perceiving, he prefented the hat a 
fecond time. Rofes, as was to be expe£ledf 
faid he had akeady panL << I belieVe it," an- 
fwered Regnier, « though I did not fee it." — 
<« And V addwd Fom^ielk,^ who wa« beiide 
him, ^ I faw itf but I da noC b^ve it*'' 

Legal FmzA^ 

A prefident of the parKament of Park zBatd 
Langlois, the advocate, why he fo often burden- 
ed himfelf with bad caufes. « My lord," an- 
fwered the advocate, " I have loft fo many 
good coies, that I ampvazi&ed which to tak&" 

Saly wrkongi^^ mrt eafy leadKnf . Aa authar 
tipasi prsRife^y in^ the ptefefi^ce' of a igood pdgi^ 
for th» facility wkh whkhihe coxnp^ed v ani st 
Ura^ addedy that he was not i^ kfs modeft tarn 
Aat account. "No,** anfwercd the critie« 
«that b not enough? he Ibovid be ths aaore 
hwHfcte #n that acc^MinK.'* 



< "Wkm Msukme de Steal watn writing her 
Memoirs^' a ftmate friend afked her how flie 
woiikhmaiia»re vrlien the came to charaAerifc 
herfelf, her fenfiWlitfv *«<* gattairtrics-* •♦ Ofe !* 
anfweMd MadaMie» <^ t ihaO gm on!jr a bidt of 
myfelf. 

In our novel») memoirsi &c. &c. we are great 
dealers in bufts* The French, on the contrary^ 
.delight perhaps too much in whole lengths : but 
ijwy have ihi merit ef anttomifing the whole of 
bE»aii natvrei whik mp h^poci^iiSes mutilate 
thefigure^ and deftroy all its truth. 

« 

A French general, ef a jealous and' intidious 
ektraSler, tsMt to the Deke D'Anguien, who 
had ji^ft gained the celebrafted battle, of Rocroi 
in 1643, " What can thofe who envy your glo- 
ry fay now ?*'— ^* I do not know,** anfwctcd the 
prince i " I wife to aft yo^.'* 

Forged charters were common in the middle 
ages. I remember to have read that a monk of 
Soifibns, m the twelfth century, being on his 
dieath4^ eenfeflM th^t he had forged many 
ckaiters for di0iivent monafterics. 

PfttFW \» 2tft itigeniotts atfthori but trbp tran^ 
chm^. There are good things in his Rccherches 

fur 



fur les Grics ; and his idea that Sparta was st 
jnerc den of thieves^ is certainly juft. Their 
condu£l: to the Helots (hews that they were not 
only thieves, but aflaflins \ as their dcfcendants 
are to this day. I cannot make out what he 
means when he fpeaks of Varro's coUe&ion of 
portraits, as having been engraved by that great 
man, and coloured by a lady called LaUu He^ 
quotes Pliny as his authority. 

Truth. 

In all fciences the errors precede the 
truths; and it is better they Qiould go firft 
than laft. 

It was Raoul Chatelain de Coucy, and not a 
lord of Coucy, who was the famous lover and 
poe$. The lady was Gabrielle de Levergies i 
the-hufband Albert, Lord of Faiel. See the 
Poems of *dc Coucy, with the. old mufic, print- 
ed at Paris, 1781. The truth of this horrible 
t^le feems certain : the date A. D. 1191. The 
poetry is very good for that period. 

Farcn. 

About the middle of the laft century a hun-* 
dred crowns wa$ paid in Paris to the author of 
a fuccefsful play. Till the year 1722 farces 
were not given after plays in France, till the 
eighth or ninth reprefentation. This leading 
to the opinio^, that a farce was a fymptom that 
the main piec^ was on die decline, La Mothe 

defired 
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dcfircd a farce might be given after the firft re- 
prefeutation of his Romulus. The example be« 
came uuiverfal. ^ 

Semiramis. 

The Semiramis of Voltaire is a grand tragc- 
dyi and the ghoft is a bold effort for the French 
iiage. At firft it was coldly received ; ^nd Vol- 
taire^ feeing Piron in the tiring room, afked 
him what he thought of it. " I think/' faid 
Piron, <« that you wifli it were mine/ * 
<< I lave you juft enough to wifli fo," replied 
Voltaire* 

jfrtful ^eftion. 

Dominico» the harlequin, going to fee Louis 
XIV. at fupper, fixed his ieye on a di(h of par- 
tridges. The King, who was fond of his a^- 
ing, faid, « Give that difh to Dominico." — 
<« And die partridges too, Sire ?" Louis, pc- 
aetratiog his art, replied, f < And the partridges 
loo.'* The difli w^s gold^ 

A 

I believe rhime was not known in Europe 

' till about the year Boo. We feem' to have 

had it from the Saracens, who were dicn pof- 

fefled of Spain 5 and of Sicily then or foon 

after. 

Naivete, 
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Ntttveti. 

The Roman de la Rofc has fdltt^ ftaSF paF*, 
fages. Look at this: 

£t ^ncore ne fais je peche« ' 

Si jc nomme kl aAbM <^f«^ 
Par plcSn itaP» iatit mbtue gMTi^ 
Que mon Pcre de Par^dit 
Fit de fes proprtt viainc jadis* 

Iwlfli Froiflart's poems were printed. Be 16 
the only French poet of that century (the four- 
teenth>. t find Chriftine de Fife, fny acquaint^ 
ance, nad a fon a chronicler and poet. He ^^A 
called Caftel. 

t>ikA sin, 

' I am tAther forry to hea* th^ you a«« gbift^ 
to be the editor of andtti/s WOtk, who ate fb 
Infinitely better employed when compofing your* 
felf. However, as it wUl be on a branch of 
virtu that I love, I comfort myfelf, from yout 
tafte and accuracy, that it will be better executed 
than by any one eUe. 

1 will execute youf commifiions^ but you 
muft give me a little lime. The goutha^ lamed 
my fingers, and*I cannot ufe them much at a 
time ; and I doubt it has made me a little indo- 
lent too. Age, you maybe fure, has not im- 
proved my fight 5 and Vertue's MSS. are not 
only a heap of immethodic confufion, but are 

writ- 



written in fo very diminutive a hand, that hiany 
years ago, when I CoUeCted ftiy Anecdotes from 
them, and had very ftrong eyes, I was oftea 
forced to ufe a magnifying^ glafs. Should you 
be impatient^ will you come and fearch thofe 
MSS. yourfelf ? nextj will you come next Sun- 
day iimety and pafs diie whole day, if you pleafCf 
In the cpcamination -? I do not recoUef): tkr^ 
medals of my fatkei^ One I think was ftruck 
by Natter, who was much patronifed by my 
brother Sir Edward^ and who alfo engraved twd 
or three feals of Sir Robert's head. The cc^n- 
fular iiguxe on the reverie of the medal I xixeani 
waft intended for Cicero, hut I believe was co- 
pied from a ftatue belonging to the late Barl of 
Leiceiler at Holkham ; and which, if 1 do not 
miftake at this diftance of time, is called Lucius ^ 
Antonius. I do not know thut any medal of 
tny father was (Iruck on any particular occafion. 
That I mentbn, and Daffier'^s, nr^e honorary, 
as of a confidesable^evfon ; arKi his being prime 
Ifiinifter might liave a little ihate in the con^^ 
«ent* Of 'EMfier I tsnonr no jntwe than I have 
fmd in ijht AftieodotesoF Painting. I 'am»i||pM>* 
rant wiio bag the 'medal of the IDiMhefe of Piortf« 
meuths perhaps you n^ght karnof Mr« *'^% 
who lives in SoeMirfeti>boa&* He 4»d agteat 
coUeftion of modern medals, but fold them. 
Perhaps the puke of Djpvonfliire has the medal 
in queftion ; you might learn of Dr. Lort, or I 
can alk him. Are there no modem medals in 
Dr. Hunter's coUedion i Thefe are all the an- 
fwers I ^m ready to give to your queries U 

prefent 

Ypiirs moil fincerely, 

JIoR. Walfoleu 
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The Devil. 



In the time of Louis XIV . fevcral ladies of 
rank were accufed of magical pradliccs. A 
duchefs among them was examined by a magif-. 
,trate of celebrated uglinefs. She confeffed that 
(he had converfed with the devil. «« Under 
- what refemblance was he ?*' faid the magiftratc 
gravely. " In his own perfon — and he refcm- 
btd you as much as one drop of water does ano- 
ther." Then turning to the clerk flie defircd 
him to write down her anfwer. The magiftrate» 
apprehenfive of the ridicule, took care to flop 
and fttpprcfs the examination. 

Divine Favour. 

4 — * 

In Italy, when they make proccffions to pro- 
cure rain, and a tempeft and deluge follow, 
they fay that when Dominidio is good he is too 
good. A Venetian, trying to mount a horfe, 
prayed to our Lady to affift him. He then made 
a vigorous fpring, and fell on t'other fide* 
Getting up and wiping his clothes, he faidjr 
5< Our Liady has allifted me too much/' 

. Old Fane. 

The mod ancient of the French farces, Vttet 
Patelin, written about 1450, is full of naivete 
and laughter. 



Folfy 
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fMy of Ertsditwfh 

A German has written an elaborate difierta- 
tion to prove that Caefar never was in Gaul f 
Was it he> or hts brother, who attempted to 
prove that Tacitus did not underftand Latin 7 

• 

Cornaro. 

Comaro on heahh was once a popular book. 
The original edition was printed at Venice 
J561, 8vo. 



liichtieu. 
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The Hiftory of the Mother and the Son is 
certainly written by Cardinal ilichlieii, thotigh 
erroneouily afBgned to Mezeray. In fpite of 
all Voltaire has written to the contrary, good 

J'udges in France ftill think the Teilament 
'olitique of Richlieu genuine* . 

Brutal AffeSions. 

The attachment of fome French ladle? to 
their lap-dogs amounts, in fome inftances, to 
infatuation. I have heard of a lap-dog biting a 
piece out of a male vifitor's leg : his miftrefs 
thus . exprefied her compafftom « Poor little 
dear creature ! I hope it will not make hiiji 
fickr 

Another lady kept a malicious ape, which bit 
one of her women fo cruelly in the arm, that 
her life was in danger. The lady chid her ape, 
and told him not to bite fo deep in future. The 

K maid 



maid loft her arm; and the marchionefs d^- 
mifled her with a ^ague promilb of a prpyifioii* 
The marquis blaming this inhumanity, the lady 
ailfwered Witt igreoc ^rooln^fs, *« What would 
you have me do with the girl ? . Stc has loft ai» 



arm/' 



Naivete. 

Children fometimes light on odd turns of cx- 
*preffion^ One hearing mat his 'mother had loft 
ft long laW'^it) ran home and iaid| ^ D^$t 
mamma, I am fo glad you have loft dbat aaftf 
procefs that ufed to plaj^ue you fo.** 

Antient Diary, 

. The diary of Philip iW. of Fs'ance was piinted 
at Florence in 1746. It<:oRtain8 litlilebut his 
expences on a jouifiey to Flanders in 1301 i 
l>ut is primed Irom his own hacd-twriung m 
tablets of ^ech-^ood^ 4<Na!e cn^ wJithra^a^U . i 

The Casfs^ion .of St. Real is vmik$ed&Si^ 

Di Sfifres. » 

fohn .de Serres, ^ hiftori^ of TSw^imty^M^ 
'die fame Serr^hus who publifhed PlatQ. 
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Antient French Poetry. 

■' •. ■ •• ■ "-' * 

When I mentioned lately thafr Ffoif&rt was * j 

the only ficnch poe;t of the fottftecmh century, 1 

I was ^ 



walpoliaka; {53 

I was imftaken. Philip de Vitry, Bifhop of 
Meaux, about 1350, wrote the poem on the 
advantages of a country life : the companion is 
b? Pierre D'AUly, Biihop oi Cambray. Vitry 
died in 1361, lyAHly in '1425. 

[Thefe poems having great merit, and being 
very difficult "to: 'Andy aiie repriiiled in the' ap* 
pendix.] 

Windmills were introduced here after the 
crufades. Before that time hand-mills were 
ufed- 
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Turni|)8 and carrots are thought Indigenal 
roots of France. Our cauliflowers came from 
Cyprus i our artichokes from Sicily; lettice 
from Cos, a name corrupted, into gau/e, Shal- 
iots, or efchallot^i from Aicalon. 

I have4)een reading* ein the iiibjciSJ:, and was 
ftmck with the numerous ideas on commerce 
and civiHfetion,)which>maiy aipife from a dinner, 
Waiyoo have a delfert' fr«tt mtifi^ryf • The 
4:herry and- filbert' are* from Fontus, the citron 
Irom Mediae the chefnut from Oafftanain'Afia 
Minor, the peach and -the iiralnut from Periia, 
%he -plum fronv -Sytia* the pomcg«ina«e from 
(Cyprus; the quince froto Cydon, the olive atid 
fig from*Gfecce, as are the bed apples and 
pears, though alfe found wild in 'France, and 
€veR«herei -The apricot is from Armenia* • * 
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Fruit Walls, 



M. D'Andillyi of Port-Royai> in 16529 pub* 
lifhed under the name of Le G«ndre, La Maniers 
de bien cultiver les arhres frtutterts. In this book 
he iirft propofed the ufe of hot walls, as now 
pra£lifed. 

The Eleilor Palatine, about the middle of 
' the fixteenth century, was the firft who con« 
ilrudted grcen-houfes* 

Another French Rosci Author, 

Tliat afTafTm Charles IX. of France wrote a 
treatife on hunting, in which he gives dire&ions 
for curing the mange, and other difeafes of 
\ dog8>. Better to be his dog than his fubje^ ! 

Fontenelkm 

Wit, or even what the French ternt ^ffrk^ 
. feenis little compatible with feeling. Fontenelle 
was a ^reat egotift, and thought of nothing but 
himfel^ One of his old acquaintances went 
one day to fee him at hts country^houfe, and 
faid he had come to eat a bit of dinner; « What 
ihall we have? Do you lik^ 'fparagus?'* faid 
Fontenelle. « If you pleafe ; but with oil." — 
** Oil ! I prefer them with fauce." — " But fauce 
disagrees with rae,^' replied the guefl. <« WdV 
we.ll, we jOiall have them with oil." FontepeUf 
then went out to give his orders ; but on bi9 
return found his poor acquaintance dead of a^ 
apoplexy. Running to the head of the ftairs 
he called out, « Cook ! drefs the Tparagus with 

Carpets 
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Carpeti. 

C9xptXi are mentioned in the twelfth century; 
but they would not do for our old vaft apart- 
mentSj and draw was neceflary for warmth. 

Brantome. 

Brantome is a lingular and amudng writer. 
What a compoiition the firft volume of his 
Dames Galantes ! 

In his account of the Vidame of Chartres be - 
fays, that when that lord pafled to London, as 
one of the hoftages for the performance of the 
treaty between England and France, he rendered 
himfelf fo agreeable to King Edward (III?) 
that he took him with him " jufqu' au fin fonds. 
de fauvages d'Efcofle" (to the furtheft part of; 
the highlands of Scotland). There was held a 
grand hunt of deer ; after which the Scots preC- 
ang with clubs the game killed, in order to 
fqueeze out the blood, ate ' the raw flefh with 
bread, and thought it delicious. 

I wonder this ftory has efcaped Mr. Pennant. 

Sylphs. 

From Sonneiat's Voyages it appears that the 
grandouers of the Eaft Indian mythology are 
serial beings of great beauty, correfponding with 
Pope's fyJphs. There is nothing new under 
the fun. 
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Knowledge tf tbt worlds 

Wc ncYier tbixkx nor fay> that knowledge of 
the world makes a mMK loore Wrtiions ; k ron- 
ders him more prudenti but generallj at. the cx-r 
pence of his virtue. Knowledge of the world 
implies fkill in difcernttig dbarafters, with the 
arts of intrigue, low cunning, felf-intereft, and 
other mean . motives' that x^ueate* what are 
called pen of the worlds 'MeA of genius are 
commonly of a fimple chara£tef : their thoughts 
are oceupied in;;ebjei9sa»ryoremotc from the 
little 9xt9 of men of thd \^orld% 






Pour Jiumtm' Nature^ 

In the year I2i2> as we learn from an Italfan 
antiquary, a general belief prevailed in Ger« 
«aaay that the Mediterranean fea was to be dried 
up, that believers might pafs to Jerofalem on 
foot. Italy was crowded with moufands of 
German pilgrims. 

'- 'I 
Bluminaiionf* 

Heretics were firft burned in England in the 
reign of Henry IV. the ufurper, in order to 
pleafe the bifliopsy* wlio afiifted him in depofing 
Richard IL 

Brifi/b Cattle and Blood^unds^ 

At Earl Ferraris, Chardey, StafFordfliii-e, the 
indigenal Britifh cattle are itill extant In form 
they refemble a deer i and -are white, except the- 

ears 



esurs ^ni tail, whidi ^tt black ; a bkck lift ^o 
runs along the back. ... 

- In Neidwood fbreft, in tbe fanae county, 
blood-hounds are ftill reared.; about the ilze 
of a maftiff, blackifh back, belly reddilh brown^. 

* • r' Original LeUer. . 

Strawbirr^'iUl, Aug. 14, IJ^^, 

I muft certainly have Ocprefled myfclf very 
awkwardffi deaf Sir^ if *you conctived that I^ 
meant the flightisft cehfure on your book ; much 
lefs on your manner of treating it, which is 
able, -ana dear, and * diemonftracive as poffible. 
No : it was myfelf^ my ag:e, my want of appre-^ 
henfioli and memovy, and my total ignorance 
of .tbe fobje£fc, which I intended to blaoie, I 
never did' tafte or ftudy the very ancient hiftories 
of ifatioiisv I lievct had a ' goad memory for 
names of perfons^ regions, places, which na 
(pedfic ^ireumftahcdi concurred to make me re- 
membet: ind now at feventy-two, .when, as is 
coihmdn, I forget numbers of names moft fami- 
liar to* me, 'is it poifible I fliouM read with plea- 
fare 4ay work that tonfifts of a vocabulary to-^ 
tally new to n>e ?* Many years ago, when my 
faookies Were much lefs impaired, : I w^s forced 
to t^uit Ddw's Hiftory of Jwdoftan,' becaufe th^. 
Indian names made fb- little imprefhon on me^ 
that I went backward iiiA^ad of forward ; 'and; 
wag every miiHito revetting to the foTm^rr page, 
to ioi^ aboiit whom I Was reading. 

Tour book was a ftill more laborious ta& to 
me, for it contains fuch a feries of argumenta- 
tion, that it demanded a double eflbrt from a 
weak, old head \ and when I had made myfelf 
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mafter of a dedti£lion, I forgot it the nett day^ 
and had my pains to renew. 

Thefe defedls have for fome time been fo ob- 
vious to me, that I never read now but the moft ' 
trifling books, having often faid that, at ihc^i 
▼cry end of life, it is very ufelefs to be improv- 
ing one's (lock of knowledge, great or finallj^ 
for the next world. 

Thus, Sir, all I have faid in my laft letter, or 
ip this, is an encomium on your work, not a 
ccnfure or criticifm. It would be hard on you ^ 
indeed, if my incapacity detra^ed from your 
merit. 

Your arguments in defence of works of 
fcience, axid deep difquifition, are moft juft ; 
and I am fure I have neither power nor difpo*- 
fition to anfwer them. You have treated your 
matter as it ought to be treated. Profound 
men, or converfant in the fubjefl, like Mr. * * % 
will be pleafed with-it, for the very reafons that 
made it difficult to me. If Sir Ifaac Newton 
had written a fairytale, I fhould have fwallowed 
it eagerly ; but do you imagine. Sir, that, idle 
as I am, I am idiot enough to think that Sir 
l£^c had better have amufed me, for half an 
hour, than enlightened mankind, and all ages ? 

I was fo fair as to confefs to you, that your 
work was above me, and did not divert me. 
You was too candid to take that ill ; and muft 
have been content with (ilently thinking me very 
filly ; and I am too candid to condemn any man. 
for thinking of me as I deferve. I am only 
forry when I do deferve a difadvants^eous cha- 
rafter. 

Nay, Sir^ you condefcend, after all, to a(k 
my opinion of the beft way' of treating antiqui-' 

ties } 



ties;-andby the content I fu|)pofe you mean 
liow to make them entertaining, I cannot an-» 
fwcr you in one word, becaufe there are two • 
ways, as there are two forts of readers* I' 
ihould therefore fay; to pleafe antiquaries of 
judgment, as you have treated them, with ar- 
guments and proofs ; but if you would adapt 
antiquities to the tafte of thofe who read only to 
be diverted, not to be inftrufted, the noftrum 
is very ealy and ihort. You mvft divert them, 
in the true fenfe of the word divertoi you muit. 
turn them out of the way ; you muft treat ttern. 
with digreffions, nothing, or very little, to the 
purpofe. Yet,^ eafy as I call this recipe, you, I. 
beheve, would find it more difficult to exeeuta 
than the indefatigable induftry you have em* 
ployed to penetrate chaos and extraft truth.. 
There have been prof effors who have engaged to 
adapt all kinds of knowledge to the meaneft ca- 
pacities. I doubt their fuccefs ; at leaft on me. 
However, you need not defpair ; all readers are 
not fo dull and fuperarinu^ed as, dear Sir^ 

Your very humble fervant, 

and fincere admirer^ 

HoR. Walpolb* 

Myfuit of armour,, that belonged to Francis L 
muft haye been only ufed in tilting \ it is not 
ftrong enough for battle You fee that little 
inen may be great men : [fmiling, as he was 
himfelf ftiort in ftature.] 
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' Grofe I hvre read, ((m ancieiit dxflt&w). l- 
fee from it that -bw inodem pakters know mo^ 
thing of eoftume^ Tht^cksimy or ring, armour 
was that ufed In the middle ages. Our artiftd. 
always ekp on plate-arAoiurlong befose it -wm^ 
inveated« 



trinet^ 
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Out mountiitf-ipHffte: conies froth' tfie Aottn^' 
tkiti^ atottod Mal^a; ^^ent WTtHft^^ tingcftJ of^ 
rerfwine. Sheti^ftomiS^res (theSpariiftX fi? 
pronounced Sh ot Ch)'i in the fouth d£ Spalti,. 
where the great battle ^wa^ fought bctwceh tft^Sr 
Chriftians and Saracens, that e;nde;d in the ctfd!^ 

^ueft of Sp^ift hy the fetter. . ''- - • 

Malnifey was front Malvafia in Pelop6n!nefii&. 
Tttiis rich wine was afterwards propagated >t 
AUcaai). th^ Cariariesjt and Madeira^ 

\ 
What is ealted riSn/i-erigraving iis. done in Jitv 

tic holeSf with a neec^e — feckiftgy the chic£ 

manner of Nanteuil^ £s a fhort ttjokt with the: 

graver, digging up a little: hit of the copf eC|^ 

wl»£h iis.ruU)ed off: 

JLattiih. 

tti ottt old wjilters Latiifi U tift :: ft iis a ^Sere 
Iialiakli 1ir«ffd kiku. 
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Painting.' 

Mr«^ •Gibbon has given ^l$ u)me curious anec^ 
dotes of jrauitingy in . the middle ages. He 
mcaf^ions that Conftantine VIIL Emperor, of 
Coni);»itino|^ (A. D. 9i^9)> was an artift \ and^. 
what is ftill more extraordinary, that a caflle in 
Germany was adorned with hiftorical paintings 
of a viftory, 

[See Vol. X. p. 21$, 8vo» The caftle of 
Merfeburg, about the year 950 ; and the note, 
whence it appears that painting was never loft 
in Italy.3 

. . ' , Naivete^ 

^ • 

t heard} while in France, a riiSble inftanccof 
naivete and ignorance.^ -Three young ladies,- 
muc^ of an age, were boarded in a cdnvent,, 
where they contra^^ed a moft fond friendf&lp 
for each other, and made up their little reiolu— 
tions never to part as long as -they lived. But 
how contrive this, when in a few years, their 
{fs^nciits would take them, ^etit of the nun^ry|. 
to marry them toi<iifFerent hufbands ? Afteir re- 
peated deliberations, k was difcovered that tlie 
only way of remaining -ki c'pnftant union was,, 
that all t|ie three {houlA wead one and the fame 
nufband. tjpon further inquiry and difcUffion 
this was obferved to be contrary to law i, and at 
length the wifeft head of the three obferved that- 
they might all marry the Great Turk, A Icttqcr 
Was compofed in great form, the refult of the 
choiceft eloquence of all the three, e3cplai|i- 
khg the tender friendihip which united them, andl 

the 
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the chmce they had made of him for Aai 
band. They added, that as foon at they bad 
received their firft communion, they would fet 
out for Conftantinople ; and begged that all 
might be prepared for their reception. 

Delighted with this expedient, the three 
friends fent off their letter to the poft-office, with 
this dire&ion, To Mr^ Great Turk, at his S^ 
ragHc, Conftantinople. By Lyons. The oddity 
of the direction was the occafion of the letter 
beiiig opened, and of the difcovery of this great 
plot. 

Size of Books. 

I prefer the quarto fize to the odavo ; a 
quarto lies free and open before one. It is fur- 
prifing how long the world was peftcred with 
unwieldly folios. A Frenchman was afked if 
he hked books in foUo^^ «« No," |ays he, <« I 
like books in fru8u \^ 

Thames and Ifis* 

We talk of the Thames and the IGs. There 
is no fuch river as the Ifis, either in our old geo- 
graphy, or in modem tradition, I mean, un- 
educated tradition. This ICs is a mere invention 
of pedantry, from the name of the Ott/f> 
a ftream that runs into the Thames* 

Singular Title. 

One of the moll fingutar titks I know is the 
French houfe D'O. This family has produced 

feve- 

* In the leaf. f ^ the firait. 



VALPOUAKA. 163' 

fereral great charaAersi and I believe ftill exifts. 
In die time of Henry IV. a M. D'O diftinguifli- 
C9i himfelf . *' 

^enCbriftina. 

» 

That drawing is of Chriftina3 Qneen of Swe- 
de n^ in her travelling drefs. You know it a 
good deal refembled that, of a man, which made 
her fay^ when the court ladies of France crowd- 
ed to kifs her on her arrival, « I do believe they 
take me for a gentleman." 

What an infamous murder was that commit- 
ted by her orders in the gallery of Fontainbleau ! 
Had I been Louis XIV, I (hould have ordered 
her to be feized, tried, brought to the block 
— *— then pardonedj and difmifled from the 
kingdom, 

Foltair/i Letters. 

The letters between the Emprefc of Ruflia 
and Voltaire are the beft in the large coUedion • 
of his correfpondence. I prefer thofc of the 
Emprefs to thofe of Voltaire. 

£crazez finfame was a kind of party watch- 
word among the encydopedifts. It* means 
ecrazez Tinfame fuperftitton ,- that is, what the 
Roman Catholics call Chriftianity, and we fenfe- • 
lefs mummery. It might have been ufed by 
Luther. I fee no harm in it. Corruptio optimi 
pejfttna^. 

Original"' . 
* The comiptivD of the befi tbiogt is always the worft. 
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Original Leitir^ 

MuriOi^'ifyitMre^ Dec. TSyrfi% 
DEAR SIR9 

Tou will proUbly have Been fitfprifed at rtot 
bearing from me fo long^ Indeed, I hapt yoii^ 
will tiave been fo, for as it has been ocouioned 
by no voluntary ncgleft, I had rather you; 
ibould have reproached me m your own 'mind„ 
(han have been thoughtlefs o£ me and indifib-^ 
rent. 

The truth is, that between great misfottun^ 
accidents^ and illneis, I have pa&d fix melan«- 
eholy momhs^ I have loft two .of my nciareft. 
and moft beloved relationsy Lady Dyiart m.^^ 
Lord Waldegrave^ Her iilnefs terminated but * 
in September ;. his, befides the grievous lofs of 
him, left me iathe greated ^U^ety for his wi- 
dow, who thought herfblf at the end of her 
pregnapcy^ but was not delivered tiU above iwo* 
months after hiadeath,. a ^tnight ago* ' 

Li the midiipl thefe diftrei£s,I had t^vp ve- 
ry bad falls in June and.S^p<iember>. by whi.ch^ 
I %fti^d ,m¥fel£ ?j^c»cdiagjy,,.amd ^he laft o£~ 
w^di^brougnt p^- a fit oMhe gout... In ludi^ 
fitus^tionsl was very incapable cf entertaining, 
anjr body, pr even of being entertkined, and 
faw few^but^pf my own unhappy family ; or ti 
fliould l^ave >fi^d. the favour of your compan]> 
at Strawberry-hill.. -.^ 

I am now pretty well, and came tp town butr 
fa day, when I take the firft moment of telling; 
jou \0y. that,, wiienever you come to London,. 

Lmay 



I may hare a chance of having the pleafure of 
jleeing you. I ain» with fiocere regard and eit 
teenii dear Sir^ 

Your moft obedient^ ham^le fervanty 

HoR. Walpolb» 

' Fj/h inFa/bibn. 

Whte feflrions ar6 ivorn out at Paris, the 
militnei's fesid the ami^nated atticles to the 
KOHTH) tfiat is, to Sweden or B.«ilta» A veflet 
deeply kdcn with fuch nverqhandife ivas rui^ 
down ill liie channel of *St<i Feteriburgh. Next 
day a iahnon was caught ii» the Neva, drefled 
ki i^ white iatin petticoat ; and in the fame net 
were found two latge 4odi with mufiin haiid* 
kcn^efs aroUnd their necks. The fliarks and 
porptrifes wdte'dbffertedriiT/gowna of the lateft 
tafte ; alid hardly was there a fiih that did not 
difplay fome of ^ the . ireiheft (Parsflaft faffaioiie^ 
ihsut had. ever vifited the Nortlu 



^ Church Patfonagt^ . ' 

Every liteiacf «A^>^dr1ltuati6fi5' in EngMdr 
is in the hands of the church. The clergy 
ftcn contrive ttr get .k»tdO®c«8.^1>rfgin ally- de- 
igned for kymen. This vaft patronage is iht 
lealridck* s^Mnfb>wfatch neith'ef Adtn^s -nor textt^ 
pefts fhatt prevail. Our Qlergy afe by far the 
moft learned in Europe ; and many of them of 
the moft rcfpeftabfe chara^er. That they 
would rather make martyrs, than be martyrs, 
k what muft be etpefted fr^m htlnrah nature. 

Pubm 
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PMic^Firtui. 

Hie hiftory of public virtue in this country 
is to be found mprotefts. 

Revenge. 

B. the painter, has attempted to ridicule my 
tafte in his book. I will tell you why. He» 
fome years ago» exhibited at the Academy a 
Venus, with hair about as long as from here to: 
Windfor. I went to fee the piduVes before the- 
exhibition was opened ; and by fome previous 
information B. was in the room, following tny 
fteps, and eager, as' I afterwards learned, to 
hear my expreffions of admiration at his wonder'- 
ful performance. Unluckily, when I came up 
to this miracle of genius^ I cned but,* << Good 
God ! what have we got here I"- then burft out 
into a loud laugh, and paifed on to the next* 
This, you know, was unpardonable. But Mr. 
B. fhould have told me that he was the masiy 
and then I (hould have faid nothing, and have 
endeavoured to look as fad as he could wifli. 

L^te ^eem af Denmark. 

- ' ■ 
The poor Queen of Denmark was certainly 
very impi:udent» I kam that fhe would even 
appear in full court in breeches ; and tfaofenor<* 
thern.coumries are rigid in the lienjeame. 

! ■ ^ - 

t ... 

, Lounging Books. 

, ■ . .. . _ v- 

I ^fometimes wiih for a catalogue of loung- 
ing books — books that one takes up in tlie gout, 

lo-sv 



low fpirits, ennui, or when one is waiting fot 
company. Some novels, g^y poetry, odd 
whimflcal authors, as Rabelais, &c. &c. A 
catahgue rcdfonriee of fuch might be itfelf a 
good lounging book. I cannot read mere cata* 
logues oif Dooks ; they give me no ideas. 

Court Promtfes, 

I have fent the Strawberry-hill books to the 
Prince of Denmark, as I wa^ requeued, except, 
the Anecdotes of Fainting \ which I was forced 
to buy at a high price, to prefent to the King of 
Poland. I have no anfwer from Denmark^ 
which I much wonder at. 

« 

Low Cunning, 

' It 18 a fpecial trick of low cunning to fquecze 
out knowledge from a modeft man, who is 
eminent in any fcience ; and then to ufe it ast 
legally acquired, and pafs the fource in total 
Clence. 



Original Litter* 

Berieley-fjuarf, May Xg, X794. 
DEAR SIR, 

. My houfe is fo full of pifturcs, that I could 
not place a new one without difplacing fomc 
other 5 nor is that my chief objefkion j I am 
really much too old now to be hunting for what 
I may have few moments to poffefs \ and as the. 
poiTeffor of the pi^ure you mention values it 

highly, 
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Kghly, i am not tempted to vifit what would 
probably be very dear. Tht lady reprefeirteA 
does not ftrikc my memory as a pcrfon about- 
whom I have any knowledge, or curiofity ; and 
1 own I have been fo often drawn to go after pit- 
tures that were merely ancient, that f^v^§ when- 
I am fo old, and very infirm, and go out very- 
little, you will cxcufe me if I do not wait on 
you, tnough much obliged to you for your pro- 
fofal. I cannot go up and dbxjm ftaars With- 
out being led by a fervant. ' It id tcmpus abire 
|or me : lufi/atis. 

Tours moft finccrely, 

Orford. 

ChoifeuL 

The Duk€^de Choifeul w^ difmilTed from the 
miniftry by the intrigues of Madame Banry, 
who accufed him of an improper correfpon-. 
dence with Spain. 

Symbolic FeflivaL 

... ■, % 

An old Dutch merchant retiring from bufi- 
nefs, with ^n opulent fortune, invited his city 
friends to dinner. They were fliewn into a 
fplendid room, and expe£ted ii correfponding 
banquet, when a couple of old feamen brought 
in the firft courie, confiding of herrings^ frOTi^ 
pickled^ and dried, ferved up on wooden plates, 
pttt on a blue canvas cloth. The guefts ftartd, 
^nd did little honour to the rcpaft \ when a ft-^ 
iJond cotirfc came in of fait beef and greens* 

This 



This being taken away, a fplendid f eftival ap- 
peared, brought in by powdered lacquies, ferved 
t>n damaik table-clothes, and a fideboard of ge- 
nerous wines. T^e old merchant then fiud, 
«< Such, geritlemen, has been* the progrefs of 
oUr' republic. We began with ftrift frugality^ 
which begot wealth ; and we end with luxury 
and profufion, which wilF beget poverty. It is 
better to be contented with the beef, that we 
may not be forced to return to our herrings.** 
The guefts fwallowed the maxim with the ban- 
quet i but it is not faid thi^t they profited by it. 

Modern Manners. 

Mr. Creech has fern mt his accouht of the 
cfaalnges that have taken place 'm Edinburgh 
within thefe twenty years. It i^ an amufing 
a»d inftru^tiye-pi^iire of the progrefs of fo* 
«iety. 

9 

Murder of M&untfdrt. 

Mr. Shorter, my mother's father, was walk- 
ing down Norfolk-flreet in the Strand, to his 

' hpufc there, juft before poor., Mountforfc the 
player was killed in that ftreet, by affafiins hired 
by Lord Mouhon. This nobleman, lying in 
w^t for his pey, came up and embraced Mr. 
Shorter by raiftake, faying, « Dear Mountfort !'* 
it was fortunate that he was inftantly undeceived^ 

,. for Mr. Shorter had hardly reached his houCs 
before the murder took place. 

^ H0arji 
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Hiftory. 



There arc three kinds of hiftory all good ; the 
original writers ; full and ample memoirs, com- 
piled from them, and from manufcripts, Mnxh 
'"great exadlnefs ; and hiftories elegantly written 
and arranged. The fecond ftep is indifpenfably 
necefTary for the third ; and I ~am more plekfed 
with it than with the third. It has more o£ 
truth, which is the cffence of hiftory. 

Daughters of Orleans* 

The Duke of Orleans, regent of France, 
was too familiar with both his daughters, after- 
wards ducheffes of Modena and Berry. In coni- 
fcnting to the marriage of the latter, he is faid 
to have bargained for a day or two. of her com-i 
pany every week. When I was in Italy, jn my 
youth, I went to a ball at Reggio, and was 
placed next the Duchefs of Modena. This cir- 
cumftancc, and my being known as the fon of 
the Engliih minifter, engaged me to fay fome- 
thing polite, as I thought, to the Duchefs. I 
aiked her the reafon why fhe did not dance. 
She anfwered, that her mother always faid (he 
danced ill, and would not allow her to join in 
that divcrfion. " I fuppofe," replied I in com- 
plete innocence, "that your mother was jealous 
of you.*' Her face was all fcarlet in an inftantji 
and (he feemed ready to fink into the ground. I 
very haftily, withdrew, and took my politeneft 
along with me. 



New mode of Drowning. 

Talking of an acquaintanccy who was going 
to Ireland} in very rainy weather^ Mr. Walpole 
obferved, that he ran a riik of being drowned 
from ahve. 

Wheekr InfeB. 

. The wheekr infeft is a curious microfcopical 
-objeft. Take a little duft of rotten timber^ anii( 
a drop of water ; by and by (he infe& appear^, 
two horns arife on its head, and then a wheel, 
the velocity of which is furpriiing. It fails 
among the duft, as if amid ft iilands* The 
vtrheel feems intended by fudiion to draw iii 
xuunbers of fmaller infeds^ its food. 

^^ffre Nationai. 

, After the French revolution Lord Orford was 
particularly delighted with the ftory of the Ty- 
gre National. A man who ihewed wild beafts 
at Paris had a tyger from Bengal, of the. largeit 
4>ecies, commonly jcalled The Royal Tyger. 
But when royalty, and every thing royal, was 
aboliflied, he was afraid of a charge of inci- 
vifm ; and, inftead of Tygre Royal^ put on his 
£gn-board Tygre National, 

The fymbol wsi^ excellent as depifting thofe 
atrocities which have difgraced the caufe of 
freedom, as much as the maiTacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew did that of religion. Mob of Paris, 
what.a debt thou oweft to humanity, ! 

Madame 
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Madame ElizcAith. 

Madame Elizabeth, fifter of liouis XVL is 
almoft a faint. . Oothe 20th June, 1792, whets 
the mob burft into the palace, flie ran kito die 
King's apartment ; and when they called fcr the. 
Queen, by the name of the Auftrian ftrumpet» 
and were about to feize Elizabeth by miftake» 
an attendant exclaiming, << This is not *the 
Queen;" flie turned round, and faid, i< For the 
love of God do not undeceive them/' 

The fame liady, when it' was faid that the 
foyal family ihould be recommended to ^,Dieu 
FengeuTf sinfwered^ << No i but to a Dieu Prom 

An JEqual Marriage. 

The marriage of a lady of my acquaintance 
was fettled by two nobk lords ; one for her, one 
for her hufhandl When the fortune, jointure^ 
&c. was adjufted, onfe peer ipigenuouily faid^ 
« It-ought to be mentioned th^t there Is a little 
fpice of madncis upon our fide/'-^<< There ia 
alfo fdme on burs, anfwered.the other.'\ Botft 
families had produoed mllancesof infanity. . 1 

* » • . • 

. OHginal Letter. 

■ JB<iriHey^fyuar9t Aifirif II, 1794. 

PEAR SIR, 

I HAVE carefully gone through your MS3. 
with great delight : and, with the few tiiflipg 
corre^ions that I have found occafion to make, 
I Ihall be ready to reftore them to you whenever 

it 
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5t ihall he conyenlent to you to call for them ; 
for I. own I finii them too valuable to be trufted 
to any other hand. 

As I hope I am novriable to be^n to take the 
sur, I beg you not to call between eleven and 
two, when you would not be likely <o fi^d me 

at home. 

• / 

Your much cUiged> liumble forant, 

Orforo. 
BntrM&s from an um^mmon Book. 

I return you your book with dianks. I did 
txot before know^pf , its exiftence. The Princefe 
of Conti, by whom it was written, muft, I fup- 
pofci be Louifa of Lorrain^ daughter of Henri 
le Balafre, Duke of Guife, iliaf ried to 4e Prince 
<)f*Conti in 1605. She died in 1631. Somp 
few interefting paflages I have marked. 
. fJThe jiaffages that interefted Mr.Walpofc 
may alfo pleafe the reader, and tranflations di 
them follow. The tide of the fcarce little book 
Eluded to, isjL Hifloire des Am(mrs it Henry IV. 
fiyec diverfes Lettres fcrites a fes Matftrejfesy k 
4mtres Pieces curieufes. 'Leyde, 1663, I2m6. 
Du Frefnoy, De PUfage des Romania afcribes it 
to Louifa of Lorraine, Princefs of Conti. If 
icu ihe praifes herfelf, ?• 30, as "beautiifuf, 
and one of the moft amiable young ladies of 
that time." She was left a widow in 161 4 4 
^nd may have written thus of . her youthful 
years. 

Speak- 
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Speaking of Henry's amour with Mademot^ 
felle d'Eftree, the fair Gabrielle^ the princefs 
mentions ^ that the lady preferred the Duke of 
Bellegarde, who woujid have married her ; and 
could not at firft endure the Sang. To avoid 
him (he withdrew from Mantes^ and Iretired to 
the houfe of her father*. 

" The king, whom his foes had, never daunt* 
cd| was fo aftoniflied at the anger of his mif- 
trefs, that he did not know what courfe to fol- 
low. He thought that in waiting on her next 
day, he might at leaft mitigate her refentment i 
but company . would not have been proper on 
fuch a journey, and if performed alone, it was 
highly dangerous, as the war raged through the 
•province, and two garrifons of enemies lay on. 
each fide of the road, which was through a fo<; 
reft. His paflion furmounted all thefe difficult 
.ties : the diftance being feven leagues, he per- 
formed the firft four on horfeback, accompanied 
by five of his moft confidential fervants. He 
then difguifed himfelf as a peafant, carrying a 
jack pf ftraw, and walked three leagues to her 
refidence. 

<< He had found means to fend her previous 
notice of his coming, and be found her in a 

SUery with her fifter, who was married to the 
arquis de Villars. But ihe was fo much 
furprifed at feeing this great monarch in fuch 
an equipage, and fo dij9atisfied with his difguife, 
which feemed to her ridiculous, that flie re- 
ceived* him very ill, and rather according to 
his prefeut drefs than his real c:hara£ler.. She 
would not ftay but. a moment, and even this 
was only to tell him that his drefs was fo nau- 

feous 



feotts that (he could not bear to look at hinik 
Her Cfter» more civil, made excufes for her 
coldneis ', and wanted to perfuade him that fear 
of her father had alone forced Gabrielle to this 
^bruptnefs." 

^< Gabrieik continued to love . Bellegarde^ 
and the ki^ng had fome fufpicioos of it; but 
the fmalleft carefs mtide him condemn his 
thoughts as criminal. A little accident had 
Nearly taught him more. Being at one of his 
houfes, on account of Ibme warlike enterprife 
in that quarter, which engaged him to travel 
three or four . leagues one morning, Gabrielle 
remained in bed, faying (he was ill, while 
fiellegarde bad pretended to go to Mantes^ 
^ which was hot far diftant. As foon as the 
king was gone, Arphure, the moft confiden- 
tial of Gabrielle^s^ women, introduced Belle* 
garde to a fmall cabinet, of which ihe alone 
had a key ; and after her miftrefs had difmifled 
every creature from her chamber^ the lover 
was received. Frelently the King, diftpppint* 
ed in ^fome reftarch, returned much . fopner 
than, he was expefledi and was very near 
finding what he did not Ceek. All that could 
be done was to hurry Bellegarde into Arphure's 
cabinet, which opened at t^fide pf Gabrielle's 
bed, and which had a window looking into the 
garden. . 

" As foon as the king came in, be called for 
Arphure to-^ring him fome comiits^ which 
were kept in that very qabinet. Gabriellp faid 
fhe was not at home, having afked leave to ga 
and fee fooie relations. " That pnay be,*' 

h faid 



176 WALPOLIANA. 

faid 'Penry, "but I am not to want my coa>-. 
fits on that account. If Arphurs be gone, 
the lock may be picked^ pr the door burft 
open." With this he began to kick at the door, 
to the infinite alarm of the lovers. Gabrielle 
complained 6f a violent head-ache^ and faid the 
iioife killed her y but the king ;was tteaf to Ijier 
complain tS) and. continued his attempts to burip^ ^ 
©pen the door. 

' « BcUegarde /feeing there .was no. other .3r^ 
medy, tlwrew liimiielf from the window, ^nd 
was fortunate enough to efcape with little hurt^ 
though it was at a great diftance from the 
ground. Inftantly after Arphure, who -had 
only hid herfelf to avoid opening the door, er^ 
tered, all in a heat, . excufmg . herfelf that fhe did. 
not fcnow-flie would.be wanted." 

The death of the iair ^Qabrielle, created by, 
her royal lover Duchefs of Beaufort, and de^. 
fined for his wife^ is. thus related.by the Fris^* 
ccfs of -Conti. ' - 

« She came to Paris to 4)erform the devout 
^ercifes of iEafter in public, in order to e^^ 
vince herfelf a. found .Catholic to the people^ 
who di$l not believe Jier eameft in .thatvfaitlu 
For this purpofe-fhe lodged in the cloifter ogf 
St. Germain FAuxerrois, and .went to. a. church 
to hear vefpers, which .were there .performed 
^ith grand mufic. She was carried in a littei;9, 
Vfidlc all the princeffes were in coaches ; anil. 
a captain of .the guards rode by the -fide of the 
littci^ A chapel had been referved f^r he^. 
that flie might not .be Itoo much expbfi^d to the 
prefl'ure or eyes t)f the crowd. JMgdemoifeUe 
ideGuife* was with her 5 a^d during the .whole 

fcrvice 

•|^ Afterwards Princefi of Coiiti, the authorcfi. The 
»^ abounds wiih paffagc* concerning herfelf. 
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fetvice the Duchefs of Beaufort did nothing 
but fhew her letters from Rome, which afiur* 
cd her that what (he defired would be foon ac* 
complifliedf. She alfo ihewed two letters^ 
which ihe had that very day received from the 
king) fo aifeflionate, and. fo full of impatience 
to fee her his queen, that he told her he would 
dii^atch Du Frefne, one of his fecretaries of 
ilate, and wholly devoted to her, as having 
married one of her relations, to prefs his Ho- 
llnefsi to p^mit him to perforin what he was» 
in all events, determined to do. 

<< In fuch prayers pailed all the time of de- 
votion. When fervice was iinifhed, (he told 
MademoifeUe de Guife that (he was going to 
bed, and begged her to come and chat with her. 
Thereupon (he mounted her litter, and Ma- 
demoifeUe de Guife her ^coach, which (topped 
at the duchefs^s lodgingSj She was undreffing^ 
and dotnplaining of a violent head-ache ; and 
was foon feized with convuKions, from which 
(he was delivered by the force of medicine* 
^he wanted to Wtite to the king^i but ik^^ 
convulfions returned; and a letter arriving 
from him (he tried to read it, but was prevent- 
ed by hdr diforder, which continued augment- 
ingtill her death.** 

The love-letters of Henry IV. are doubtlcfs 
genuine : they were found in the caflcet of 
Madembifelle Defloges after her death. They 
are numerous, but only two fhort ones (hall be 
tranflated as a fpecimen. 

La **Thi 

r 

r 

f Henry*s divorce from Margaret dc ValoU, and max'] 
riag^ with her* 
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' « The Duchefs of Beaufort to Henry IV. 

* *< I AM dying with fear : confole me by let- 
ting me know how the braved of men is : I fear 
fie is very ill, for nothing elfe could deprive me 
of his prefencc. Write to me, my knight, for 
you know that the fmalleft of your mifchances 
IS death to me. Though I have twice heard 
tidings of you to-day, I cannot lleep without 
fending you a thdufand good nights v for I am 
not endued with an unfeeling conftancy ; I am 
a feeling and conllant princels for all that con- 
cerns you, and'infenfible to every thing elfc ia 
the ^vorld, good or ill.'* 

Anfwer of the King to the Duchefs of Beaufort. 

<^ My heart, I this morning, on my waking, 
had tidings of you, which will render this n 
Happy day. I have heard nothing from another 
cjaarter fince I left you. .' I will not fail twice 
a" day to remember the good graces of my'deiar 
Ibfre, for the love of whom I fake nipre care of 
xnyfelf than I was accuftomed to do. To-mor- 
row vou will fee Caefar (their fon), a pleafure 
which I envy you. Love always your dear 
fubje6^, who will be yours till death. With 
this truth I end, kifling you, as tenderly as ycf- 
terday morning, a miUion of times. JPerone^ 
26 May. * 

* At thd end* are fome anecdotes of Hen- 
ry IV. 

^ He was of fo generous a nature, that he. 
ordered Vitry, captain of his body-guards, to 
receive into his company the man who woimd- 

ed 
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cd feim at the battle of Aumale. The Marif- 
chal d'Eftrees being one day k^ the king's coach» 
while the foldier was riding by the fide of it, 
ht pointed to himv anrf faid, *< Th6xie is the 
ibklier ^ho woun Aid ^m^ at tbi birttU of 
Aumafc." 



#^' 



^ *« The Duke of Savoy vifiting' his court^ 

he was advifed to detain hini) till he had re- 
ftored the mar^uifatc of Saluces, which the 
duke ha,d perfidioufly fcized, But he anfwer- 
«d, " The duke, indeed, violated his word, 
but his example (hall never induce me to aa* 
a£t of perfidity. On the contrary, hid per- 
fidy (hall render my good faith tKe moire con- 
fpicuous.'* 

» # » # « # 

•* Some troops, which he fent to Germany, 
. having committed diforders in Champagne, 
and pillaged fome houfes of the peafants, he 
faid to fome of their officcfs ftill in Paris, 
« Depart with all diligence, and fet things to 
rights, elfe you (hall ^ifwer to m^. What ! 
if my people be ruined, who. is to nouriiH md, 
who is to pay the expences of the ftate.^ who) 
pray, gentlemen^ is to pay you yoiir arrears i Ta 
injure my people is to injure tftyfelf/' 
' <f A nobleman, who had t long hefitated irt 
the time of the league which party to adopt, 
coming in as Henry was playing at rrimero, he 
called out, << Come along, mf lord. If we win 
you will be on our fide/* 

r 

i 
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Meagre StyU^ 

Tbe imitation of Tacitusi 0r even of Mon* 
tefquieu, the attempt^ in fliort, to exprefs 
every thing in as few words aspoffiUe» may 
lead a. young writer to a great faulty namely, 
the meagre and bald ftyle, which is not> in-^ 
AttAy fo bad as the feeble and prolix> but is 
iieverthelefs an unpleafing mode of compofi* 
tion. To borrow a metaphor from painting, 
fuch a ftyle may have a corre£t outlmes but 
it wants that variety, and juft harmony of co- 
fouring, which delight in a compofition truly 
valuable^ Some words, may be fuperfluous, may 
^e introduced merely to pleafe the ear \ as ict 
painting fome tints' are of no ufe except to fet 
off others, 

Caftk of Ofrantv^ 

Lady Craven has^ juft brought me from Ita- 
ly a mofV acceptable pre(ent> a drawing of the 
caftleof Otranto. Here it is. It is odd. that 
that back*windpw correfponds witli the de£*^ 
cription in my romance.. When I wrote it, I 
did not even know that there was a caftle at 
Otranto. I wanted a name of Ibme place in. 
tbe fouth of Italy} and Otranto ftruck me ia 
lh,e map^ 

Verbal Crtitcu 

The correflibns, or rathei^ depravations, of 
the claffics by tbe lafli Lipiii, Scaligeri, &c«. 
I(c% cannot be too ferecely reprobated.. We 

now 
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fft>W highly value tti^ firft' editions,^ becauf&they 
are lefs polluted by wanton conje6lures. I 
hope there aire but few of them in the Straw- 
benrf-hill Lncan; 

I was told an odid- inftance of fuch correc-' 
tions the* other day. Ceefaf, as publlflied^by 
Scaliger^ fajf^ the druids of Gaul ufed Greek 
chara£i;er8f tlie fame great- writer in another 
place fays Ke wrote to one of his officers in 
Greek chara^liersy. that, if his letter fell into 
the enemy's hands, they might not be able to 
arail^ tbemfelves of the intelligence. All this 
anrifcs from one correftion of Scaliger, who for 
Uteris crqffisf ufed by the druids in the firft edi- 
tionSj^ pMt Uteris Gratis. 

Mr. Thjfine, 

Hifc lies Tom Tkynne of Longlcat hall. 

Who never wuuldliaYc siifcarried. 
Had he married thfe woman he lay withall, 
. Ol* lain with the* Woman he married. 

Twft^anetdotes are ajttached tb thefe lines. 

Mifs Trevor, one of the maids of honour to- 
Catherine of Portugal, wife of Charles II. hav- 
ing difcovered the Duke of Monmoifth in bed 
with a lady, the duke excited Mr. Thynne to 
feduce Mifs Trevor^ She was the woman he 
lay withall. 

The wonvin he married' was a great heirefs, 
to whom he war affianced, wheil he was killed 
by Count Koning{berg in Pall-mall. 
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' Bojfuet. ' 

The eloquence of Bpfluet^s Difcoorfi di 
Univerfal Hiftory, fo highly vaunted in Traifce, 
I never could tafte. The wotk, by^ht bye; \t 
fo wholly occupied wi^ Jewifli s^hfl tocleCk'fti- 
cal affairs, that it (hould have bden efttided, A 
Difcourfe on Ecclefiaftic Hiftory; It is noti 
indeed, like Montaigne's chapter oil boots; 
in which there is not a word about' bobts, but 
fecular matters are fo briefly handled, that die 
title is completely erroneous. 

At the fame time I confefs that BpffuetV ct)n- 
du£t to the meek and inofienfi^e Fenclon wiis fd 
infamous, that I do. not wifh to be pleafed with 
his writings. 

Majftllon. 

I am more ftruck with the eloquence of 
Maflillon than of Boffuet, or Bourdalpue. 
Read this fpecimen from a fermon which 
MaffiUon preached before Louis XV. in his 
youth. What a fatire on the ambition of 
Louis XIV. ! 

^« Sire, if the poifon of ambition reach and 
infefl: the heart of the prince % if the fove- 
reign, forgetting that he is the prote&of of the 
public tranquillity, prefer his oWn glory to the 
love and to the fafety of his people; if he 
would rather fubdue provinces, than reign in 
their hearts ; if it appear to him more glori- 
ous to be the deftroyer of his neighbours, than 
the father of his people ; if the voice of grief 
and defolation be the only found that attends 

hia 



his viddries ; if he ufe that powier which is 
only given him for the bappi^fs of thofe ~ he 
govemS) to promote his own paffions and in-* 
tereft; in a word, if he be a king folely to 
fpread mifery, and, like the -monarch of Baby* 
Ion, eredl the idol of his greatnefs on the 
wreck of nations ; great God f what a"f<bourge 
for the earth ! what a prefent doft thou fend to 
men> in thy wrath, by giving them fucl> a maf« 
ter ! His glory> Sire, will ever be ftceped int 
blood. Some infane panegyrifts may chaune 
his vi£lorieS) but the provinces, the townS) the 
villages, will weep. Superb monuments may 
be erected to eternife his^ conquefts : but die 
afhes yet fmoking of fo many cities formerly 
flourifhing'; bot the defolation of countries 
defpoiled of their beauty ; but the ruins of fo 
many edifices, under which peaceable citizens 
have perifhed \ but the lading calamities that 
will furvive him ; will be mournful monuments 
that will immortalife his folly and his vanity : 
he will have pailed like a' torrent that deCbroys j. 
not like a ^ majedic river, fpreading joy and 
abundance ; hisn^ne will be inscribed in -the 
annals of pofterity among conquerors, but ne* 
ver among good kings : the hiftory of his reigrt 
will be recolle£fced> only to revive the memo-^ 
ry of the evil he has done to mankind/* 

Oppofitions^ 

Our oppofition-partie^ feldom form a rego* 
iar battalion. Even the leaders have often de- 
tached views. To form a firm array, even the 
common foldiers fhould be valued by the chiefs, 
and have their encouragements and. rewards^ 

L 5 The 
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The fc^floMsng i^ negk^ied after the houfe w 
built i Uit thp neckft of the buiiders^ nmy ba 1 

luzarded by negleftiog it before*. 

The nuuHsavies of book&lUng ar& now equaft 
in number to the; ftratagems of. wax* PubUlb- ^ 

ers open and ihuc^the fluicea o£ reputation a» 
their various interefts- lead, them y and k is be^ 
come more and mpre difficult to judge of the 
merit or &UBe.of cecent publications*. 

Politics^ 

! « 

In England political £a£l:ibn taintSi every* \ 

thing; it even extends to literature, ^d the 
arts- We do not inquire if the prddu£lion 
have merit, but whether the author be whig 
or tory.. Height of abfurdity !. If a work ^ in-^ 
terell me I care not for the author's politics^ 
any more than I care about the colour of his 
clothes. 

We have alfo a» kind of eourt faihion, even 
in literature i. and,tbis was never canied to fuch 
a height as^now^ The mofl: poiibnous Handera 
are propagated,, the moft crooked arts employ 
ed, to injure the credit of thofe who. JFbllow the 
obnoxious tenets of our Miltonsj^. Lockes, and 
Addilbns ! 

Pdldiinatf- 

Louis Xiy. after the death of Colbert, could 
not endure tliat his minifters Ihould be men of 

^ talents 



tAtntSi He wifbed to have all the fame of his^ 
government. 

Hie affair of the dcftruSion of the Pala^ 
dnate ociginated with LouTois. When the king. 
Deceived the. firit. incelUgence> that his orders 
had been executed,, he was with Madame 
Maintenoa. He fent for Louvois^ and was 
fo enragediat his prefumptian in fending, orders ^ 
(b ruinous to his< royal chara£ber>. that he. feized: 
the poker, and was only prevented by Madame: 
Maintenonfrom proceeding to the utmoft yio«- 
knee.. 

Singular Cbara3er: 

That curious whole-length of Frances, DucK-^ 
efs- of Richmond and- Lennox,, came fronrt 
Eafton-Nefton, , the feat of the Earl of Pomfret. 
We (hall fit down here before her, and read the 
eqpally^ curious portrait of her by Wilfon, in- 
his reign of James T. One feature he does not t 
mention-^ — that her eyes, . as. ypu^ foe, bear fomc 
refemblance to thofeof a cat 

*< That morning, the parliament* was^ t6 be* 
gin [12 Feb. idaj], the king, miffed the Duke* 
of Richmond's attendance, who being a con-- 
ftant obferver of him at all tinles, the king,, 
as it were, wanted. one of his limbs, to fupport 
the grandeur of majefty at the firft folemm 
meeting, of a parliament ; and calling for him« 
with earneftnefs,. a meffengpr was difpatched: 
to his lodgings in hade, when the king'i com-- 
mands, and the meffengcr's importunity, made* 
the duchefs his wife, fomewhat unwillingly*' 
go to the duke's bed-fide to awake him ; who* 
drawing, the curtains found him dead in his bed- 

Tie: 
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He fuddenncfs of the affiright ftruck het Hrltfte 
fo much confternation, that flic was fcarce feflr-p^ 
£blevof the horror of it: and it was carried 
with that violence to the king, that he woul* 
not adorn himfelf that day to ride in his glories^ 
to the parliament^ biit put it off to the nine^ 
teenth of February following ; dedicating fome 
part of that time to the memory of his dead 
fervant, who mij^t ferve as a forerunner to th^ 
king> and an emblem to all, his people, that in 
the dark caverns of man's body death often 
lurks, which no human prudence or providence 
is able to difcover : for the duchefs, to fome of 
her intimates, confcffed afterwards, that fhe 
found the effe&s of his full veins that nighty 
that he was found dead the next mornii^g* 

« This lady was one of the greateft, betli 
fdfr birth and oeauty, in her time : but at firft 
fhe went a ftep backwards, as it were, to' fetch 
a career, to make her mount the higher. Shfe 
was daughter to Thomas, Vifcount Bindon, fe- 
cond fon to Thomas, Duke of Norfolk;' aViki 
her mother was eldeft daughter to Edward^ 
Duke of^ Buckingham i both which dukes^ 
ftriving to become kings, loft their heads. ' Her 
extra£):ion was high," fit for her great mind \ yet 
flie defcended fo low as to marry one Prannel> 
a vintner's fon in London, having a goodcftate v 
who dying left her childlefs, a young and beai- 
tiful Widow. Upon whom Sir George Rodney> 
a gentleman in the weft, (fuitable to her for ppr- 
fon and fortune), fixing his love, had good hopes 
from her to reap the fruits of it. But Edward, 
Earl of Hertford, being entangled with her 
fair eyes, and ftic having a tang of her grand- 

^ther'a 



h&iex^s ambition, ' left Rodne^f » and married the : 
EarL 

<< Rodney having drunk in too much afie£li- 

an» and pot being able with his. reafon to digeft' 

it, fummoned up his fcattered fpirits to a mpfl:, 

defperate. attempt : and jcoming .to Amefbury in 

Wiltfhire (where the earl and his lady were ther^ 

ifefident), to a£fc it,.' he retired to an inn in the 

town, -ihut himfelf up m a chamber, and wrote 

a large paper, of well-compofisd verf^ps, to the 

countefs, in his.own blood (ftrange- kind of com- 

pofednefs), wherein he bewails and laments Jus 

own unhappinefs. And when he had fent them 

to her, as a fad cataftrophe to all his miferies^ 

he ran himfelf upon his fword, and fo ended 

that life which he thought death to enjoy> 

leaving the countefe to a ftrid remembrance 

of her inconftancy, and himfelf a defperate 

and fad fpe£bacle of frailty. But {he eafily pad 

this over ; and fo wrought upon the good-nature 

of the carl her hufband, that he fettled above 

five thdufand pounds a year jointure upon her 

for life. 

« In his time ihe was often courted by the 
Duke of Lennox, who prefcnted many a fair 
offering to her, as, an humble fuppliant, fome- 
times in a blue coat with a brtiket-hilt-fword> 
making. his addreffes in fuch odd difguifes : yet 
flw carried a fair fanie .during the ^ad's time. 
After his deceafe, Lennox aqd Richmond, with 
the great title of duchefs, gave period to her 
honour, which could not arrive at her inind, fte 
having the moft glorious and tranfeendent 
heights in fpeculation : for finding the king a 
widower, fhe vowed, after fo great a prince as 
Richmond, .*« never to be blown with the kifles, 

nor 
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nor cat at the tabfej of a f«bje£l :'* and thisT 
TOW mud be fpread abroad, that the king mzf* 
take notice of the bravery of her fpirit. Bti^ 
this bait would not catch the old king, fa that^ 
{he mifled her aim : and, to make good her* 
refolotioflj {he fpecioufly^ ob&rved her vow to» 
the laft. 

« When (he* was Cbuntef^ of Hertford, anct 
found admirers about her, (he would oftim dlf-^ 
courfe of her two grandfathers, the Dukes oE 
Norfolk and Buckinghsmi ; tecounting the time 
fince one of her grandfathers did this, the other* 
did that. But if the earl her huiband came in 
prefence, (be would' quickly cteiift ; for when he 
found her in thofe exaltations, to take her down^. 
he would fay, ** Frank, Frank, how long is it 
fince thou wert married to Prannel.?'* which > 
would^ damp the wings of her fpirit, and 
make her look after her feet a& well as- gaudy 
plumes;. 

*f One* Bttte vanity oF thi^ great duche&- 
^with your patience) may yet crowd: in Hiis little 
itory. She was a woman greedy of fame, and. 
loved to keep great ftete with: little coil. For 
being much vifited by all the great ones, fHe 
had her formality of officers and gentlemen,, 
that gave attendance, and the* advantage that 
none ever ate with her. Yet all; the tadbles in 
the hall- were fpreadi ^s if there had been meat. 
^ and men to furnilh them ; but before eating- 
ttme (the houfe being voided), the linnen re- 
turned intotheir folds- again, and all her people 
grazed oa- feme few difhes. Yet, whether her 
adtions came into fame's fingerings her gifts 
were fuitable to the greatnefs of her mind. For 
the Queen< of Bohemia (to the chrittcning of 
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wiiofe child ihe was a witneCs) had fome tafte of 
them* And being blown up by admiration for 
this bounty^ either by her own defiga to mag« 
lufy her merit^ or by others, in mockery to mag- 
nify her vanity,' huge inventories of mai^ plate 
went up and down, from hand to handy that 
(he had given that queen ;. and moft believed it. 
Tet they were but paper prefents ;. thoib inven- 
tories had a mo eft inventus at the Hague : they 
£iw the fliell^ the inventory y but never found 
the kemel> the plate. Such difference there is. 
between folid worth, and airy • paper greatnefs* 
And it is hoped thefe flight intermixtures wiU 
be no great tranfgreflion, becaufe. long ferious. 
things dp dull the fancy.." 

Duhs of Orleans^^ 

Orleans,^ the regent, was a man of profligate 
chara&er,. and molt unprincipled ambition. He 
had, before the death of Louis XIV. entered 
io far into a plot,, I believe to place the Spanifh 
own on his own head, that his life was endan- 
red, and was only laved hy his duchefs, 
Saughter of the king, who exerted all her in- 
fluence with her father^ and with Madame de 
Maintenon, to procure his pardon,, 

Frovincial Prov&^B^ 

Henry, the fecond Prince of Conde of that 
name, and father of the great Conde, wilhing 
privately to mortgage his eftate of Muret^i^ went 
incogniio to an. adjaceiit village, where lived one 
Amoul, a notary. The notary was at dinner,^ 
and bis wife waited ^iihout in the hall till he 
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had dined. ' The prince inquired for Am<^i» 
The woman anfwered in her patois, << Amoul 
is at dinner ; fit you down on the bench there t 
when Amoul is at dinner, not a foul can fpeak 
with him: i'faith." The prince patiently fat 
down, waitmg the event of Arnoul's dinner. 
When it wa^ ended, he was introduced ; the 
notary drew out the writing, leaving, the names 
blank ; and having, read it aloud, afked the prince^ 
whom he did not know either in perfon or as 
proprietor of the eftate, his name and defigna** 
tion. "They are fliort,*' anfwered the client* 
*« Put Henry of Bourbon, Prince of Conde, 
firft prince of the blood, lord of Muret," Guefs 
the poor notary's amazements Throwing him- 
felf on his knees, he begged pardon for his ig- 
norance. The prince raifed him, faying, " Fear 
nothing, my worthy friend. Arnoul was at din- 
ner, you know." The ftory fpread, and became 
a provincial proverb ; when one did not choofe 
to be difturbed by an intruCon, " Arnoul is 
at dinner." 

Tw^ perfons in One^ 

I know not how three perfons may be one, 
but I know that one perfon may be two. Some 
there are who are quite different perfons with 
their fuperiors, and. with their equals and infe- 
riors — with the former juft and generous ; with 
the latter infoleiit^ and full of extortion ' and 
impofition. 

Weather. 

To talk of the weather was once a matter 
of ridicule. But that foon went out ; for the 
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weather is; in fa£b, io impbrtant in ljii8.chai\£<*» 
able dimatfe^ that our health and bread depend 
on it, Tfac^e' are alfo numerous ctaifes 19 thif 
itibmid,. farmersi feamen^ &c. ScCt whofe very 
exiftence depends on the weadter* It i$ idle to 
detry that tbsftate of our (ptrits d^pef^'s oii the 
weather : tUe ftbuteft mail cannot t^e exercifb 
on a rainy day, and muft feel enmti^ hecaufe be 
cannot divide his time as ufi^. For my part 
I care as little for the weather as anv 1 and I^ 

I fometimes fay» that JaU I want is cold winters^ 

I and hot fummers. 

A:fig for our' democrats! [i79^1« - Bartang 
dogs' never bite. The danger ia France surofe 
from filent and inftantaneous a£lioi^4 They iaid 
nothing, and did' every tbing-^-^uts fay etery 
thing, and willdo nothing. 

Real valur (f Men* 

( A bilhop of SoifTons, in the twdfth century, 
gave for a fine horfr, deftined for his public enr- 
trance into the* city, five ^^illani, or ikives attachr 
ed to his lands, three, ti&en^ and two women. 
Thus a horfe is a more valuable animal than a 
man; . And fo now. How many black flaves 
would be the price t>f a capital race-hoife^ 
if races were faflnohable in the Weflslndies ? . 

Beards. . 

Francis ' I. of France, amufing bimfelf with 
his courtiers one' winter day, was fttuck on the 
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chin wkh a piece of a tile, which cKancbi t0 
be taken up in a fnow^ball. As the vofUnded 
part could not be (faavedy he let his beard grow* y 
and the f aihion was remedy after it had. been 
dropped for a- century* 

It is faid, 1 know nofr with what truth, that 
the fame prince, having loft, his hair and an 
eye by the venereal difeafc, introduced the wis 
and the hat. The latter had before been u£ 
ed in riding, to cover the face from the fun ^ 
but the bonnet continued to be the ceremo^ 
nisd covering, 

Tait. 

' F have been amufing myfclf with, a hiftory 
of Picardy,' and (hall read you oi£ 2l ihort^tale 
Aat ftruck me. 

Thomas de Saint Valery was travelling withr 
his wife, Adela, daughter of a. Count de Pdn- 
thieu. They were attacked near a forcft by 
eight armed men.. St. Valery, after a fevere 
ftruggle, was feized, bound, and thrown into 
a thicket. Hi^ wife was carried off, expofed to 
the brutality of the banditti, and afterwards 
difmifled in a ftate of nudity. She, however^ 
' fought for and:fouttd her hufband, and they re«> 
turned together. 

^ They were foon after met by their fervanfs> 
whom they had left at an ihn^ and returned to 
their father's caftle at AbbeviUe. The barbarous 
count, full of falfe ideas of honour, propofefl^ 
fbme days after, to his daughter, a ride to his 
town of Rue on the fea fhore. There they en- 
tered a bark, as if to fail about for pleaiinre ; 
and they had ftood out three leagues from die 
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JBwKti "when the Count de Pondiieu ftartttig np^ 
,£iid with a terrible voice, <<Lady, death muft 
now c^&ce the (hame which vour misfortune 
ha^ brought on all your family. 

The failor8> previoufly inftruded, inftantly 
feized her, ihut her up in a hogihead, and threw 
her into the fea, while the bark regained the 
coaft. 

• Happily a Flemifli veftl paffing near the 
Goaft> the crew obferved the floating hogihead, 
^nd expelling a prize of good wine, took it up» 
opened it> and with great furprife found a beau- 
tiful woman. She wa8» however, aimoft dead^ 
from tearror and want of air ; and at her eameft 
entreaty the honeft Flemings fent a boat afliore 
widi her. She gaiined her hufband's houfe» 
who was in tears for her fuppofed death. The 
fcene was extremely afied^ing — but Adela only 
iorviv^d it a few hours. 

John, Count of Ponthteu, repenting, of his 
crimes gave to the monks of St. Vsdery the 
right of fiihing three days in the year, in and 
about the fpot where his daughter had been 
thrown overboard^ 

Americattr. 

• 

The Americans are moftly engaged ii» 
trade and plantations. Their chief objeA is 
Xo make money. And, in . truth, money is 
freedom. 

The New RMnfon Qrujbev 

Sir T. Robmfon was a tall, uncouth man> 
and his ftature was often rendered ftill more 
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remttrkaUe fay fait hiniting drdsy a p<rflti^$l1^ 
cap, a tight green jacket^ andlsuck&in breecfa^^ 
H« was liable to fudden whims ; add onte fet off* 
on a fudden, in his hnntinj fuit> to vi/it his 
(Hter, who was married "and fettled at Fatis. 

He arrived whik' there was a lalrge compa'* 
ny at dinner. The Jervant announced M. R^ 
hinfoHj and he came in, to the great amazement 
of the guefts. Amdng otihers, a French abb^ 
thrice lifted his fork to his mouth, and thricS 
laid it down, with an eager ftare of fufprife^ 
Unable to reftrain his cutlofity any longer, hd 
burft out with, << Excufe me. Sir. Are you 
the famous RobinfonCmibe fo renittTkad)te in 
hifcftpy ?" 

Li Vayer* 

La Mothe le Vaycr -was called the Fremih 
Pldfarch. His ' efFaFys are very unlike thofc 
of Montaigne. They are regular, and abound 
widi an uncommon mixture of learning and 
goodfenfe. 

.... . • > 

Rouffeau^s Ahfurdities. 

Rouileau's ideas of favage life are puerile. 
He 9s equaily al^fmrd in fuppofi'ng tkkt no j^o- 
ple can be free, if they enttuft their fireedoXA 
to reprefcntatives. What is every body*s bufi^ 
nefs is nobody's bufinefs. The people wouM 
foon be lick of fuch freedom ; they mufl at-- 
tend to theii own private bufinefi, elfe they 
could not live. The people of France are ca- 
fily clcftrificd. We arc too folui for fuch 
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dreatos.. Amber may draw ftraws; wp ^ not 
grayitatc fo caiSiy, . ' 

Real JtpparUion. 

The caftle of Ardmllers, near 3reteuilj 
was reported to . be baunted by qT^ fpirits* 
f)readful noifes were ^ear^, ^d £^unes were 
leen by night to iflue from various apertures. 
The farmer who was entrujled with thecgre 
of the houfe^ in the abfence of its owner the 
PreCdent d'ArdiviUers. could alone live ^re* 
The fpirit* fcemed torefpcd^ Ifimj but any. 
perfon who ventured f o take up a . night'& 
lodging in the caftl^^ was fure to bear th^ 
marks of his.audacity. 

Simerftitiori, you tnow, is catching. By 
and by. the p^afants in the ndghbourhood be-* 
gan xp lee ftrange fights. Sometimes a dozen 
of ghofts would appear in the air above the 
cafUe^ dancing a brpwi. .At othfr times a num- 
ber of prefi4e;htS5 and cpuniello^s in red robes^ 
appeared' Iii the . adjacent meadpw. There 
they fat in judgment on a ffentleman of the 
country, who bad been beheaded for fome 
crime' a hundred year^ before. Another pea- 
fantm^t in the night a gentleman. related. to 
the preiideht) walking with the wife of a gen- 
tleman in the neighbourhood! who wjsre feen 
to careis each other, and then vaniihed. As 
t]bey were both alive, perhaps they were obliged 
to me devil for preventing fcandal. In fliort, 
many had feen, and all had heard^ the wonders 
4>f the caftle of Ardivillers. 

This 
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This afiair had continiied four or five jrears^ 
to the great lofs of the prefiSent, who had' 
been obliged to let the eftate to the farmer at 
a very low rent. At length^ fufpe£ling fome 
artifice, he refolved to vifit and infpeA the 
caftle. 

Taking wrth him two gentlemen, his. 
friends, they determine d to pafs the mght in 
die ^une apartment : and if any noife or ap« 
parition difturbed them, to difcharge their pii^ 
tola at either ghoft or found. As if^irits know 
all things, they were probably aware of thefe 
preparations, and not bi!e s^ppeared. But in 
the chamber jiift above \vL ch'eadful rattling of 
chains was heard; and the Wife and children 
of the farmer ran to affill tlieir lord. They 
threw themfelves on their knees, begging that 
he would not vifit that terrible room. « My 
lord," feidthey, ^'^y/hsLt can human force et- 
fcft againft people of t*other world ? M. dc 
Fecancour attempted the fame enterprife, yeafs 
ago, and he returned With a diflocated .arm* 
M. DIJrfelles tried too ; he was overwhelmed 
with 'bundles of iiay, and was ill for a long 
time after." In fliqrt, fo many attempts were 
mentioned, that the prefident's friends advifed 
him to abandon the defign. 

But they determiiied to eqcounter the dan- 
ger themfelves. Proceeding up (lairs to an ex* 
tenfive room, each having a candle in one handj 
and a piftol in the Other, they found' it full of 
thick fmoke, which increafed more and more 
from fome flames that were vifible. Soon after 
the ghoft, orfpirit, feintly appeared in the mid- 
dle : he feemed quite black, and was amufing 
himfelf with cutting capers : but another erup- 
tion 



tioii ef flame and fipoke hid .Um from theit. 
view. He had horns and a long tail ; and was^ 
in truth, a dreadful obje£):. 

One of the gentlemen found his courage ra- 
ther "fail. « This is . certainly fupematural,** 
faid »he-; "Jet us retire/' The other, endued 
wtth-tinore.boldnefs, afierted that the fmoke wats 
that of gunpowder, which - is no fupernatural 
compofition ; « and if this fame fpirit," added* 
he, << knew his own nature ^d trade^ he (hould 
have extinguifhed our candk^. 

With thefe words he jumps amidft the fmoke 
and flames, and purfues the fpeflre. He ibon 
dtfeharged his piftM at his back, and hit him* 
eza£Uy in the' nriddle, but was himfelf ieized 
with -tear, -when the fpirit, far from falling, 
turned round and ruihed upon him. Soon re-: 
covering himfelf, he refolved to ^prafp the ghofl, 
to difcover if it were indeed aerial and impaf- 
rfibie. Mr. fpe£bre, difordered by this new 
.manceuvre, ruflied to a tower^ and defcended a 
fmail ftaircafe. 

The gentlemen ran after ; and, never'bfing 
fi^t -of ; him, pafled feveral courts and .gardens^ 
ftili tiirning as the fpirit winded, till at length 
they entered an optn barn. ..Here the purfuer, 

riin, as he thought, of his prey, ftiut the 
.J but when he - turned round, what was 
his amazemement-to4ee the fpedre totally dif« 
appear ! 

In great confufion he called to the fervants 
for niore lights. On examining the fpot of the 
fpirit's difappearance, he found a trap-door, 
uponraifing which feveral mattrefles appeared, 
to break the &U of jiny headlong adventurer. 

Defcend-- 



Dcfccnding he: foUnd tte /yTit himfelf— the far* 
Qifir himfelf. 

His drefs, of a complete bull's bide, had 
fixured him from piftol Ihot; and the horns 
atod tail were not diabolic, but mere natural ap^ 
pendages of the original. The rQgue coofe^ed 
all his tricks; ani^was.patdoped^ on paying.dic 
arrears . due' for. five yeans, at the (M rent of 
die land. 

King and Republic. '. 

I have fomctimf s . thought that a *fquire and 
a veftry were a king.and republic in i^iniature. 
The veflxy is.as tyrannic, in its w%y> as the 
'fquire in his. Any power necejS^rily Ic^ds to- 
abufes of that power. It is difficult to ftop any^ 
impetus of nature.. . . ^ 

Learning Encouraged. 

I was told a droll ftory concerning Mr.j 
Qibiban, t'othar day. Qne of thofe bookfel- 
Ifars in Patemofter«row,. who publiih things iir 
numbers, wept to fiihb9P'!B loggings in St. 
James's-Street, fciit up his .nwie, and was ad- 
mitted. «Sir," fid he, «.I>am now publifli- 
ing a hiftory of England j dooe by feveral gppd 
hands. I undcrftand yoah^ye a )&nack at theim' 
there things, and fliould be glad to give you. 
eyery reafoiiable encouragement.'* ,. 

As foon as Qibbon recovered the ufe df hi$ 
legs and tongue, which .were petrified with 
furprife, he rap to the bell, and defired his fer- 
vant to fliew this encouragcr of learning down 
flairs. 

JDay 
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• ♦ 

A Day of Henry IF. 

Equally with painted portraits of memor<^ 
able perfonsj^l admire written portraits, in whid^ 
the chara£ter is traced with thofe minute 
touches, which conftitute life itfelf. Of this 
fort is the doniellic portrait of Henry IV. of 
France, delineated in a page or two of the ori- * 
ginal meipoirs of Sully. 

[The moft ftriking pailages follow ; but it is 
impoflible for a tranllation to rfprefent the old 
emphatic fimpBcity of the original.] 

« You muft know that one day his majef- 
tj being, healthy, light-hearted, a£^ive, and in 
good humour,* on account of diverfe fortunate 
incidents in his domeftic aflkirs, and of agree* 
atnie news received from foreign nations, and 
frop the provinces of his kingdom; and per- 
ceiiring the morning fine, and every appearance 
of a^ferene day, he arofe early, to kill partrid- 
ges with his hawks and falcons, with the de* 
iign of returning fo foon as to have them drefl^ 
ed for his dinner; for he faid he never found 
them fo nice and tender, as when they were 
thus taken, efpeciallv when he himfelf fnatched 
them from" the bircfs of prey. In which all 
things having fucceeded to his wifli, he returned 
when the heat, of the day became itroublefome; 
fo that being come to the Louvre, with thq 
partridges in his hand, and having afcended to 
the great hail, he perceived at the further end 
Varenne and Coquet, who were chatting to«- 
gethcr in expefbation of his return, to whom 
he called aloud, *^ Coquet, Coquet, you (hall 
have no occafion to pity our dinner ; for Ro- 
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quelaure, Termes, Frontenaci Harambure, and 
1} bring wh^ewith to treat ourfelves: quick^ 
quick, order the cook to fpit them ; and, after 

Jfivtngthem their fhares, fee that there- be eight 
or my wife j^nd me. Bonneiiii here (hall carry 
her har fhare i apd tell her I am going to drink 
to her health.. See thaf you tajce for me thofe 
that have been alittl^ nipped by the hawks » 
for there., are »threc large ones, w|iich I nriy- 
felf took from them, and which are aot.tQucI]^e4 
atalL''' ' / 

. Aft the king -w^s talking thus^ and feeing 
the game fhared; he faw Clielje cpm^^ .^J!^ ^ 
great ilaff, and by his fide F^fajf,. whp bote a 
large gilt, bafon, covered with a fair napkin^ 
and who from a.diftance beg^R, to qajl, " Sire^ 
embrace my. thigh; Sirj?i.embi[ice my thigh i 
for I harve got plenty, and.n^ce/One§ ji^cy, ayj?* . 
Which the king bi^aring^ he iaid^^}iofe around[ 
Jxim, <5 H^re. corner .F?yfaitin..hig]^glfc.: this, 
I warrant yoii, will add. anoj^eryi^^l^ of fat ^9 
hk ribs^. 1 fee hie brings ./ne j^^d^j^i ^ip^oiisi, 
and am.glad of k,. for I ^Ihgll^p^ g bjeliyfuU.i 
as they do not hu^t nje wb^ th^y^rc yery 
good, when I eat them' while I agi ve^ Aupt 
cry, and.Jidfore meat, ,as .my.phyflcians pxjey 
fi:ribe..\But yoM four ih^l have your ihares* 
So don't rii^ after your pattridg«^> till yqu havf; 
liad your melons ; which J lihall give.yoiiy .^ex 
I hayeVchoJkn my wife'^ ihar^ and imnCt ^n^ 
two which i have ptomilJEfd.'* .// / 

When the king had divided ^tbc partridgf^ 
and melons, he went to his chamber, where 
ic gave two melons to two lads at the door^ 
and whifpcrcd fbme words in tl^eiir ear. Then 
paffing 09> ^s tje was in the naidft pf h js greaj 

<;hamber| 



cliAmber, 'he ^awxame out of tHe fisitcon-clofet, 
Fourey, Beringuen, and La Fonts, the lafl: 
carrying a Istrge parcel wrapped up, to whom 
be caliedy ^< La Fpnts, do you too brinig •me( 
ibnielHipg for my dinner ?"i—« Tee, Sire,** 
anfwer^ Beringuen ; <^but tit ia cold feod, 
and' only- fit for the cye*"-—^* I wanttncme fuch,*' 
relied th^. lingy << for. I am dying wkh.hun^ 
ger^ and mu(b dine before ^ I do any thing.i 
Meanwhile I. (hall fit ^own to table, and eat my 
meioiifi, and take a glafs^of mufcat.; 'But La 
Fonts, what the deuce have you there,, fo wett 
^swapped up?"< — ^Sire," faid Fourcy, "they- 
are defigns for patterns of diverfe forts of- 
ftufi^i carpets, and tapeftry, in whioh your 
beft mannfaSrurers mean to rival eatfh other .^ 
«' Very good," faid the king ; « that will do; 
to ihew my wife after dinner*' And, fifith, 
now I think of a man f Sully) with whom I 
don't always agree, efpecially i^rhen what he 
calls baubles and trifles are in q^ellion . . « < and 
who iays often that nothing is elegant thatcoftft. 
double its real .value • . . • Go you, Fourcy, fend; 
for him now: let one of my coaehes go, or 
^urC 

.♦ • #" * ' # •' # ' #' '• 

«Sij?^,*' faid Sully to the king, "your ma* 
jefty fpeaks to me fo kindly, that I fee you are 
in good humour, and better pleafed with hie 
than you were a fortnight ago.''— " What,** 
anfwered Henry, " do you ftill remember that? 
That is not oiy way. Don't you . know . that our ' 
tifi^ fliould never laft more than twenty-four 
hour i And I know that the laft did not pire- 
veat you from fetting about a good afiair for 
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my finances) ^e very next inorniitg $ 

J'oined with other things^ great and fmall, whicli 
[ ihali teU you, have put me in this joyous hu- 
mour. The chief is that, for thefe thrte 
months, I have not found myfelf *fo light and 
a£live as to-iday.; having mounted my horfe 
without fteps or af&ftaiice. I have had a fine, 
hunt ; nxy falcons have flown well > and my 
greyhounds have ruii {o that they have .taj^ea 
three large hares. I thought I had loft my befl: 
gofshawk; it was brought back. I have a 
good appetite ; I have eaten excellent melons ( 
and half-ardo^en quails have been feryed up at 
my table, the fatteft and moft tender that I 
ever faw. I have intelligence from Provence 
tha^t ;the jlitaubles of Marfeilles are quite ap* 
peafed4 and lUce news from other provinces, 
^nd, befides, that never was year fo fertile ; 
;%nd that my people will be greatly enriched, if 
I open jthe ex;portation. St^ Anthoine writes 
to me that .the prince of Wales (Henry fon of 
James I^) is always talkinjg to him of me, and 
pjomifes you his friendftip on my account, 
l^rom Italv I learn .^hat I ihall haye the fatisf ac- 
tion, the honour, and glory, of reconciling th^ 
Venetian^ with the JPope. Bongars writes to 
me from Gerniany, that the new king of Swe- 
den is more and more efteemed by his new 
fubjefls ; and that the Landgrave of Hefle gains 
me every day new friends^ alKes, and aifured 
fi^rvants. Buzenval writes to Villeroy that die 
event of the fieges of Oftend and Sluys hav- 
ing proved good and evil to both parties, the 
exceffive expenditure of money, the great lofs 
of men, and vaft confumpt of ammunition, 
on both fides, have reduced them to fuch weak- 
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^fs and w^nt, that they will be equally con-» 
ftrained to liften to a peace, or truce ; of which 
I muft neeeiTarily be the mediator and guar^ 
dian : a fair opening to my ^iflies of coni-< 
pofing all differences between Chriilian •prin-' 
ces,'* 

<« Befides,** .continued the king, « to in- 
creafe my content hi all thefe good news, be- 
hold me at table, furroundfd by worthy men, of 
whofe afie£tton I am fecure ^ and whom youf 
judge capable, I know, of entertaining me 
with ufclul and pleafing convcrfotion, which 
will fave me from- thoughts of bufinefs> till I 
haire finifliexl my dinner ; for then will I hear 
every body, and content them,, if reafon and 
jtiftice can." > . 

# #^ « « «^ « 

After this, the king rifing from table, went 
to meet the queen, who was leaving her cham- 
ber to go to her cabinet. As foon as he faw 
her at a diftance he called out. « Well, rrHamie 
did not I fend you excellent melons, excellent 
partridges, excellent quails- ? If you had as good 
ah appetite as I, you muft have done them juf- 
tice, for I never ate fo much ; nor for a long 
time have I been in fuch a good humour as to- 
day. Aifc Sully, he will tell you the reafon j 
and will repeat to you all the news I have re- 
ceived, and the converfation that pafled between 
him and me, and tiitee or four' others." 

« Indeed, Sire," anfwered the queen, " then 
we' are well met to-day, for I never was nwre 
gay, nor in better health, nor dined with bet- 
ter appetite. And to prolong your joy and'glad- 
nefs, and mine too, I have prepared for you a 

M 3 ballet 



ballet and eonoedy o{ my invention ( hult I 
will not. deny that I have been' afliftedj fof 
Duret and. La ClareUe have ilot ftinredj^dtn mj^ 
fide all this morning) while you Were at the^ 
xh$tce. . The ballot will reprefent^ ^9 tbey^ hjtye 
told me, the happinefs of the golden age ; andC 
the comedy, tb& mbfl amufing pafi.imeS'oSr- Ae 
four feafofls of the yeaSr." ' ? 

« Mamie^'' replied the feiitg, «! am de-» 
lighted to fee you in fuch good hilm(5ur, pray 
let us always live thus^ But that' your l^liet^ 
and comedy may be well danced, and well 
feen, they muft be performed at Sully's, ih the 
great haJl, which I defired him to build ex- 
prefsly for fuch purpofes ; a"d he (hall fee thafr- 
none are admitted, except thofe who, bring oi^* 
ders to that e£Fe£t. At prefent I wtfii to 
ihew you the patterns of tapeftry that Foturcy 
has brought, that you may tell me your opi-^ 



liion/' 



Ht/lorical Chapters. 

I believe it was Hume who introducedi oi* 
revived, thofe long heterogeneous things, call- 
ed chapters, in modern hiftory. Do you remem- 
ber any ancient hiftory in chapters ? 

A. Yes, Sirj Florus for one. 

True : but they were real chapters, heads» 
capita, very (hort. Livy and Dio, you know, 
have about fifty books each*. Guicciardini is 
in books: all claffical hiftories are in books. 
Gibbon fays, that if he came to give a com- 

Elete revifion, and new edition, of his work, 
e would call his chapters books. Ho\|r would 

you 

* Dio has eighty. 



yotf Bee Milton's Paradife- Loft in chapters ? 
The very idea is a folecifm, wheth^ iii verfii 
or profe, 

, . Atheijmthe offspring^of Fanatkifm. 

"jTiefe horrible afBrtr^ in-^Fraticc arb tHe of^> 
pritig 6f fanatidifm; Yes^ Sif 5 If tHe'' retbr- 
uiktSbn' Bad taken place there, As HKrell a^s here, 
rdlgion and the clergy would' Have been ref— 
f)e£led, as they are here. Fanatics make athe- 
ifts. If I cannot believe in God, without" I . - 
\:' - >^r"^'' - -' - ' ?, my rcttfo^ abjures' 
the deify. 1 wiCh religion to exifl: it ife^of" 
infinite ufe to fociety^ and I therefore wifh it 
to be as rationat aW pdffifeleJ "A fynod of the 
Englifh church migli^ order feveral objeftion- 
aMt tenets, a^d exj)i<b(ribttfe, of dufw^brfliip to 
be aitfeired: * l FoVe thdfe Veferifiations t&at prci 
vent retoltttlohs, by" keeping pace ^lA- the gra^ii^ 
dual progrefs of reafon and knowledge'^* 

Abdicatkn tf' Phiitp tf Spain, 

•'•^e abdicati'bn'of Philip'' V.^ of Spain" is 'one 
of the oddeft events^ of tMscebtury. Yet he, 
or rather hi^ queerf> fttfl difefted public afiairs 
aftei* their retreat" to^' Hdfeftofo. 

She wtis'^n alrtful tubman-; .and ic 16 fu>ppdfed 
that the abdication was but a ftep to the fudcef- 
fion to the French throne, expefted on the 
death of Louis XV. 'wko, when a boy, was 
very weakly, and not expefled to live. 

EThi$ was in' r724i - But tha king, hisfon, 
dying (k the tmaltpox, Jn^ Cm ot feven months 
■ ■M4 «fter 
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after his coronatioiii Philip V. refiuxied tiie 
fceptre> which be held till 1 746,] . 

A Compliment rf State. 

The Duke of Bourbon demanded one of the 
gfand-daughters of George I. as a wife for 
Louis XV, The old king was pleafed with the 
propofal; but anfwered, as was expe£ted» 
that the laws of the country prevented fuch an 
alliance. 

The French court knew this : but the offer 
wt& highly flattering \ and thi$ was it$ fole iu« 
^ntioa. 

Portrait of Ninon^ 

I was defirous to have a portrait of Ninon 
de FEncIos : and nqw that I have it I don't like 
it. She tries to look charming^ you fee,, and (he 
looks tipfy, 

Lachrymatories^ 

The idea that lachrymatories, fo called, were 
ufed for colle£ling teara at Roman funerals, 
feems to paisaway* Some have been found 
with ftoppers, and retaining a faint fmell of 
the perfumes lodged in them — ^eir real def- 
tination. 

Bourt<m. . 

The Duke of Bourbon, who fucceeded Or- 

^leans the regent, in the management of French 

afiairs, during the minority of Louis XV. wa^ 

but 



, Buf a weak man 5 and was ruled by hrs miftrefs 
Madame dcf Prye, herfelf a weak woman. Her 
poitraitj. which: I have in crayons, feems to 
confirm the infipidity of her charafler, but 
fliews that flie was beautiful. 

The duke had another miftrefs, a Madame 
TefEcr, a woman of the moft infamous cha- 
ra€i:er, 

I fuppofe the marriage of Louis XV. to the 
daughter of Staniilaus, the dethroned king o£ 
Poland, to have proceeded from female in- 
triguer. The princefs was |fo much unprepared- 
for this high honour, that Madame de Prye' 
was obliged to fend her ihifts and gowns. - 

Devotiin of Louir XIV. • 

In his old age Louis XEV. was^ eitlier Jed by 
his own fuperllition, or by the artifices of his 
wife Maintenon, to an excefs of devotion. His^ 
eourtiers^, as ufual, rivalled him in weaknefs^' 
and fome of them, it ib faid, would take the: 
fiicrament twice in a day.- 

JDuhois.' 

The ihfemous^ Abbe, afterwards- Cardinal,! 
Bubois was a proper coadjutor for the Regent 
Orleans.- When the latter wasyoung, Duboit^ 
was introduced by St^. Laurent to teach hinv 
Latin 5 arid the abbe availed* himfelf of this^op-^ 
portunity to flatter his^ pupil's pafRonsj and>give 
him lefTons of early depravity. 

Soon as D'Eftrees,> Archbifhop of Cambraii, 
died^. Dubois ran to the regent, whom he founds 
in bed with Emily^ an opera girl. The duke- 

M i imme^- 



imm^diatefjr* cbnfcntcd to appoint this worthy' 
ecclefiaftic to the vacant archbtfhopric ; ami a £>» 
lemn oath by aU the channa of Emily fan^^ida-- 
ed the claim of Dubois. 

Splendid Mifer. 

* • 

RoiE^s Pinacotheca is a curious coIIeAion of 
biogra^ic portraits \n minkture. Olne of tfieiRj, 
a Greek, ^nd a fplendid mifer, ifrouht form av 
dramatic chaiadcr. 

[Alluding to Dichseus DicE^^nus. As the 
book is littk known, fome extracts from tha^ 
£ngular piece of biography may ferve to divert 
fify this lounging farrago. 

Dichaeus Dicraantis vti& brought ta Rome 
from Greece, when a boy, by his father, » 
ftlverfnaitb. As he grew ta manhoody He be- 
came remarkable fos the ibkmnity of his de*^ 
meanour, and the fordidfiefs of his. difpo&ion % 
which) however, did not prevent his being cho^ 
fell, or appointed, one Of the xmmicipal judg^ 
of that city. 

la t&is public - charade his fingularities: 
became the more noted^;' and his violence of 
temper was no valuable chara£)!eri{):ic of the. 
aiagiftraitc - T * 

^One day an advoca^ came to him. ta cxplasHi 
&e fuit of a cHeutj and to requeft a fpeedy de-* 
cifion. In the courfe of the cAnvetfattaii the 
advocate flieured ftich fuperior fkill in the bw^ 
atnd fuch pre-eminence iu argumfentj that 'Di* 
ehxus became very angry, and evinced tMitiie' 
at lead excelled in bodily ftrength, by knockhig: 
down the advocate. Scarcely had Dich^^s re**^ 

Jkddi; 



^l$r^'4tfl0-^!l6^ei^VioOf/:w Ode of his fel- 
tmjyOgmr^ct^^d iti: fim£lar garraems, enter- 
ed : ^iind'^ ^oc^te; hf an uiifortnnate mif- 
lA6j av£fi%ed vi/pmk 1^^ cavcale.the drubbing he 
^iistd retfSh^ froiri ^ judge.' 
"^ 'T&irt''his^iftoft fiifpfef oSdity was an attempt 
to unite the Op^o(ke cbarsn^rs of great p»r- 
fim^ny^ ' aad ma^ificent appearancej * which 
^laft'he thdttght- Mmfeflf obliged tp maimain, 
'iis h^ di^^d dt drfcent from. the. Byzin&m: 
emperors* 

* From Ms fetReV he inherited' many, elegant 
mtelcJs of furniture, and particularly an >ex- 
penii^efideboarilof piate. The table was fpreadi 
twice a day^ as if for grand entertaifi!iaiems ; 
^lidthe ferVantswefefent out witth filvdr difhes 
'and covei^, which, after' paffing a few ftrcets,. 
'they brought back enHpty as they went out ; 
#hde their mailer, amidit all this ihew^ wad 
dining on cheap vegetables, or fometixnes a 
itiof fel of pork or mutton* Hts ibpper, .thug 
^lendidly arrayed, wiis an eglj, oc a few olives,, 
withagill dffoiir^iiie.: ^ ^ 
^ Aftd? his mifgiibie^ mcals^ every particle of 
bread that fell was carefully gathered, and. pre-^- 
fervcd to enrich the fotrp of a future day. . . 

To his cook 'wood' W4S giveii out by m^a* 
ftirci ai^ he wasch^i^ged to lend nothing to 
ftHy neighbour^ ugon pam of forfeiting a ^y's 
wages. ; ' . 

& the evening fir grand filvcr.candkfticksi 
wete bipiwight Jnto his apartment. If any .vi- 
fitorcame in, Dichaeus lighted one of the can- 
dles 5 then walking aboiit the room he lighted 
another, aind extinguilhed the firft j and fo on,, 
till the fixth eandte had its turn*. Bieyond this 

• he 
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he permitted no vifitto'bft^ but d|finifl<;d 
company, and withdrew to his bedroom) where 
a little lamp alone enlightened the darknels. : : , 

When he went out his fervants attendeflhim 
in rich liveries ; but on their return (hey wexe 
ordered to refume their own clothes^ that they 
might not wear out the fplendour of their^ mat- 
ter. His coachman once doubling his cloke' 
under him, Dichaeus ftppped Ihs chariot in the 
midil of Rom^ and alarmed the city by his. 
threats and imprecations. 

Sometimes, for the greater ftate, two fel- 
lows were hired to attend him, whom he drefl'^d 
out in iilken robes, and dh his return ilripped 
and difmified- 

hk the winter no fire was permFtted, .except 
in the kitchen^ His fervants were ordered to* 
walk in the fun, or if the fky were cloudy, to^ 
run races, or draw water fronv a deep wel^ 
that they might be warmed without the expence 
ef fire. He himfelf was ihut up in his bedi- 
Koom, ever a miferable fpark, fuftained by all^ 
the dirty and wafte paper,, which he had car.^ 
fully colk£bed during the other ieafons of the 
year.. 

During his laii (icknefs, when he was puzr 
zled to whom, he fliould bequeath his property^, 
a letter eame from a relation,, written on an 
inch of paper. ^ Inftead of being enrag^^d at fuc]^ 
difre%e£l:, his avarice got the better of hispride,, 
and he declared the writer his heir, eftecming 
him worthy to be his fucceifor in parfimony.^ 

AB of Frkndjhif^ 

A Cambridge gentleman, of undoubted ver 
radty, told me a ftory, which he had from at 

yoniag 



.VAtPOLlANA. ZII . 

locuig man) whofe father, a miller in that neighs 
t30urhood9 was the perfon concerned. Thiia 
miller, about three o'clock in a fummer morn- 
ing, was driving his cart along^an old tracks 
rather than road, near Cambridge, and the 
young man, -then a boy, with him. The wheel 
fiiddenly finking in, diey freed the cart, and 
perceived that the wheel had broken the top of 
a little kind of brick-vault. This exciting their 
curiofity, they opened more of the vault, and 
found large pieces of iron, and fome fmaller 
under them of a yellow metaL Sufpefling it 
' to be gold, they picked it up carefully.. 

Soon after a friend of theirs going to Lon- 
don, they defired hioi to fell thofe bits of yel- 
low metal \ and he brought them thirty pounds 
as their (hare, after dedu£Ung expences. How- 
ever, this falfe friend, foon after kept race- 
horfesc and went into different kinds of extra- 
vagance, living at a great rate for a ftiort time. 
But not being fuccefsful, he died - of what is - 
called a broken heart, and confeiTed on his.« 
death-bed, that he had received nine hundred, 
poimds for the gold*. 

\ 

Impious Piety- 

The name of God has often been oddly mi& 
applied* I have got ^ warming-pan that be-.- 
longed to Charles II. and was probably ufed for 
the beds of his miibrefles* Iti&infcribed^ Server 
God,, and live for ever^ 

Painting on. Velvets . n 

That is a- fpecimen of a newly-invented, ^ 
ait of painting 6a velvets Yoii may fit on! 
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it, mb it, brufh it, atitl it is never . did 
worfb. ' . '^ ' ci •-* 

^w» £^ yfli«?y IT. ^ 

Lord Maifcs is teff ricfr itr anecdotes' He 
h noMr in to^m, but* I was ftitookcd tc* fee htm ;- 
he is for ill widi d paralytrc com{)rtrirtt -that -he 
can hardly (peak. He tdd mc chatf the Eafrl • 
of Stair, whjCTi emktflador in France, (hewed 
marks of refpe£t to the erilcd queen? of Jkntcs 
II. Shefcmt to thank him, and td fay, tl^ct flie 
had received lefs attention,' wJiere (he had. reaK 
ion to expe£b more- 
Stair (aid that 'the queen bitterly lamentedii 
the mifcondu£^ of her hafband, and i^uted- 
the whole blame to Father Petre^ 



» -s 



Minicautes^ 

'The chief boaft of my colleflion isthepor*- 
traits of eminent and rcm-arkable perfons, par- 
ticularly the miniatures, and enamels ; which,, 
ft) far as I c^-w difcover, are fttperior ta any 
•ther coUeftion whatever. The works I pof- 
fefs of Ifaac and Peter Oliver are the beft exf 
tant ; and thofc I bought in Wales for 300 gui- 
neas are as well preferved a& when, they came, 
from the pencil. . 



Siratubefrj-HilL 



-K. 



The name iStrawberry-hill was not, as fome* 
fiippofe, a modern appellation. In the old leaiies. 
k is named Strawberry-hill Shot. The ho.ufe 
va$ built by a nobleman-s coachman for a 

Ibdging-^ 



Iddging-houfe ; axkl icmie peoj^^ ox rank fired 
id it before it canfie to me. 

Sir Jolhiia Reynolds giets arariciotrs in Hb 
•Id age. My picture of the young kdied 
Waldegrave is doufctlefs very fine and graceful 5^ 
but ii coft me Sod guineas. 

Ananas^ 

The culture of pine^ippltfs w^s certainly 
tnown in fingland in the time of Charles IL 
as that pifture oft my right hand fhews It re- 
prefents Rofe the gardener prefenting a: pine- 
apple to Charles \ and the likenefs of the king 
is too marked, knd his features too well known,, 
to leave any room for doubt. 



Original Leften, 

^it^%ubtrrybUl^ Aug. J% I jSp,: 

I wilb^L not ufc ttiiitrf word^, tfut enough I 
Mope to c<)n»inee yod that I meant no itony m 
my lait. \ AW 1 laid of you, and of rnyielf. 
Was very fincere. It xs my true opinion that 
your underftanding is one of ih^ ftrongeft^ moll 
ihanly, and cleareft, I ever knew ; and as I 
hold my own \o be of a very inferior kind, and 
EnoW it to be incapable of all found deep ap-- 

!)lication^ to all abl^rad fcienee and abftra£fc 
peculation, I Ibeuld hav« beeft fb^liih and very 

fartial,. 



2 14 WALPOLIAKAv 

partial, if I had attempted to fneer at you 09 
your purfuits. Mine have always been- lights, 
triflings and tended to nothing but my cafual 
amufement — ^I will not fay, without a little vain* 
ambition of fhewing fome parts, but never 
with induftry fufficient to> make me apply them 
to any thing. folid» My ftudies, if they coulcL 
be called £0^ and my productions, were alike 
defultory. In my latter age I difcovered th« 
futility both of my objects and writings — I felt 
how infig^ificant 19 tlie re^tation of an author.' 
of mediocrity ; and that, being no gpniue*, I- 
only added one name more ta a lift o£ writers ; 
but had tpld the worldr nothing but ^'i^^t it 
could as well be without. Thefc i*efleftions^ 
were the beft proofs bf my fenfe ;» and when I- 
could fee througH my own vanity, there is lefs 
wonder at my difcovering that fuch talents,, as- 
I might have had, are impaired at feventy^two^ 
Being juflto myfelf, 1 am not fuch a coxcomb* 
as to be unjuft to 'you. Nor did I cover any 
irony towards you in the opinion I gave you of- 
making, deep writings palatable to the mafs of- 
readers. Examine my words, and I am furc 
you will find that if there was any thing, ironic 
2n my meaning, it was levelled at your readers^, 
not at you.^ It is my opinion that whoever wiflies* 
to be, read by many, if his fubjed is weightj[ 
and fo^d,. he mud treat the majority with morq 
than is to his purpofe. Do not you. believs 
that twenty name Lucretius, becaufe of the 
poetic commencements, of his books, for five; 
that wade through his philofophy I 

I promifed) 

♦ ToomoJeft. The author of the Myfterious Mother 
was undoubtedly a man of geniu»--«6 well -a» of wit aad g^^- 
ftuiue taite. 
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I promifcd to fay but Uttlc— and if I have 
explained myfelf clearly, I have faid enough. 
It is not my charader to be a flatterer. I do 
mod fmcerely think you capable of great things ; 
and I fhould be a pitiful knave if I told you fo, 
unlefs it was my opmion. And what end could 
it anfwer to me i Your courfe is but begin- 
ning — mine is almoll terminated. I do not 
want you to throw a few dailies on my grave* ; 
and if you make the figure I augur you will, 
I (hall not be a witncfs to it. Adieu ! Dear 
Sir, pray believe me, what I am, 

Ypurs moft fmceitly» 

HoR. WALPOtE. 



fine pondere teitam, 



Spirantefqae crocoi, et in una perpetuum ver. 

% 

I ■ * ■ 

Gentle (pint, the interefted wtaund infinuationt that mif-" 
led thy two laft years of extreme old age, when even talents 
frliipmer fire they die, ihall never injure the impreffioiw o£ 
gratitude. 
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LIST OF BOOKS PRINTED AT STRA W- 

BBRRT-HILL. 

» * 

KJ DES by Mr. Gray, 1757^ 1 100, 4101 
Part of Hentzner, i amo. 1 757. aao. 
Ropl and Noble Authors, izmo. 1758^ 300. 
Fugitive Pieces, ditto. 200 
W hit worth's Ruflia ditto. 700, 
Spence's Parallel, ditto. 700. 
Bentley's Lucan, 4tp. 1759. 500. 
Anecdotes of Painting, 1761. 600. 
Second Edition, ditto. 
Herbert's Life, 4tD. 1764. aoo. 
Lady Temple's Poems, 1764. 100. 
Cornelie Tragedie, i2mo. 1768, 200, ijo, 

went to Paris. 
Myfterious Mother, i2mo. 1768. 50 copies. 
Hoyland's Poems,^ i2mo. 1769. 300. 

Memoices. 



Memoires de Grammont, 4to. 1771* loo. jo 

to Paris. ; . ' 

Letters of Edward VI. 4to. I77t. 200. 

iftr. Fitzpatrick's. Dorinda. |'^ ^nd Fox's verfes 

to Mrs. Crew, 1775. 300. 
The flcepwalker Com. 1778. 7^; cQjMes. 
Letter to Editor qf Chattertoni 1 779. 200. 
Mr. Miller's Verfes to Lady JHoracc Walde- 

grave, 1780. ico. 
Fourth Vol. Anecdotes of Pattiting. 600^ L 

Printed in 1770, not Publifhedtill tl9o. 
Mr;' Joneses Ode on Lord Altliorp's Marriaget 

1781. 250. 
Letter from Thomas Walpole, 4to. I78x. 
. 120. 
Tranflation by the Duke of Nivemois, 1785, 

400. 200 went to Paris. 
This lift of the ftrawberry-hill books was cop> 

ed In Mr. Walpole's prefencc. 
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A R T. II. 

THE OLD (ILEMCH POEMS KEFERRED TO^ 

VOL. 11. p. 73. . 

Conhien efi heureufe la vie de Celuy qui fait fa 
demeure au$c champs^ par Philippe de Vitracy 
Evefque de Meaux. 

Sous feutlle verde, fur herbe dele£lable> 
Sur ruy bruvant, et fur^claire fontaine^ 
Trouvay ficnee une borde portable. 
La mangeoit Gontier avec dame HeleneV 

Frais fromage, laifi, beurre fromagee, 
Crefme, maton, prune, noix, pomme^ poire^i 
Cibot, oignon, efcalogne froyee, 
Sur croufte bifej au gros fel, pour mieux boire. 

Au gounier beurent, et oifillons harpoyent. 
Four rebaudir et le dru et la drue \ 
Qui par amours depuis s'entrcbaifoyent, 
£t bouche et nee^ et polie et barbue. 

Quand eurent prins des doux mets de nature^ 
Tantoft Gontier, hache au col, au bois entre : 
Et dame Helene fi mit toute fa cure 
A ce buer* qui coeuurs dos et ventre. 

J'oui Gontier, en abbattant fon arbre^ 
Dieu mercier de fa vie tres feure : 
<* Ne fcay, dit il, que foint piliers de marbre, 
«« Pommeaux luifans, mure veftue de pciiv 
fture. 

•To waih linen. 

« Jc 



*' Jc n*ay paour de trahifon> tifiue 
« Sous bien iemblant 3 ne qu'empoifonne foye 
« En vaifleau d'or. Je n'ay la teftc nue 
<< Derant tyran, ny genouil qui fe ploye. 

^ Verge d'huiffier jamais ne me deboute^ 
« Car jufques la ne me prend convoitife- 
« AmDidon ne lefcherie gloute : 
<< Labour me paid en joyeufe franchife* 

« J'aym dame Heleine, et elle moy fans faille, 
« Et c'eft aflez : de tombel n'avons cure;** 
Lors dis, Helas ! Serf de cour ne vaut matlle ! 
Mais franc Gontier vaut eu or gemme pure ! 



Comhien 
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Combien ejl nAJerMe la vie iu Tyran : par 
Pierre d*AUiac^ Kuejqne deCambrdj. 

XTn chafteau fcay fur roche efpouvj^ntable, 
Ell lieu venteuxjlai^yeperiileuie: ^ ' . ' 
La vy tyran, fean^ a haute tabled 
En grand palais^ en fale plantuf&ufe. 

rf # • 

Environne de f^miUe pompeufe^ 
Fleine de fraude, d'eavie, et de murmure } 
Vuide de foy, d'ampur, de paU joyeufe, 
Serve fubjeoie par c^nvoiteufe ardure. 

Vins et viandes avoit il fans mefure. 
Chairs et poifibns occi$ en mainte guife \ 
Frou£ts, et fauiTes de diverfe tein£kure» 
Et entremets fai£ts par art a devife. 

Le mal glouton par tout guerte et advife. 
Pour apetit trouver, et quiert maniere ^ 

Comment fa bouche, de lefcherie efprife^ 
Son ventre emplifle comm'bourfe pan^onniere* 

Mais fac a.fiene, pulente cimetiere, 
Sepulcre a vin, corps bouffi, crafle panfe. 
Pour tous fes biens en foy n' alie chiere. 
Car ventre faoul n'a en faveur plaifance. 

Ne le delite, jeu, risi bal*, ne danfe. 
Car tant convoite, tant quiert, et tant defire, 
Qu'en rien qu'il ayt n'a vraye fuffifance ; 
Acquerir veut ou Royaume ou Empire* 

Pour 



Pour avarice fent douloureux martite ; 
Trabifon doute^ en nully ne fe fie : 
Coeur a felon, enfle d'orgiieil et d^ire, 
Trifte, penfif, \pkin de melancolie. 

Las, trop mieux vaut de franc Gohtier la Tie^ 
Sobre liefle, et nette pqurete, 
Que pourfuyvir, par orde gloutonnie^ 
Cour de tyran, riche maHieurete I 
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A R T. in. 

^ ?w^ Letters from Horace WdpoU to the Barl jjf 

Buchan. 

L ET T E R I. 

Serkdeyfyutfrey Pee, ly?. 178 f, 

I AM truly ienfible of, and grateful for, your 
lordihip's benevolent remembrance of me, an(i 
fhaD receive M^ith great refpe£l and pleafure, 
the colle&ion your lordfliip has been pleafed to 
order to be fent to me. I muft admire too, my 
lord, the generous afliftance that you have lent 
to your adopted children ; but more forcibly, 
than all I feel your pathetic exprei{ion$ on the: 
diftrefs of the public, which is vifible even in. 
this extravagant and thougbtlefs city. The 
number of houfes to be let in every ftreet, who^ 
ever runs may tead. ^At the time of your writ;^^ 
ing your letter, your lordfliip did not know the 
accumulation of misfortune and difgrace that 
has fallen on us ; nor fhould I wi{h to be the. 
trumpeter of my country's calamities. Yet as. 
they muft float on the furface of the mind, and 
blend their hue with all its emanations, they fug- 
geft this refle<£li6n, that there can be no time u>. 
proper for the inftitution of inquiries into p^ 
ftory as the moment of the fall of an empire — 
a nation becomes a theme for antiquaries, w*heii^ 

it ceafes to be one for an hiftorian ! ani 

while its ruins are frelh and in legible prefer-, 
vation. 

I congratulate your lordfhip on the difcovery 
of the Scottifh monarch's portrait in Suabia, and 

am 






SHU fyftf fon Aid not happen to fyeoSfdrvAkh^ 
but Itcannot thiok of trouUiag your Iord{hip.t0 
write agsdn on purpofe ; I may probabljr find 
it mentioned in fome of the papers i fhall'^ie«^ 
ceiye* 

There is one pafiage in your lordfliip's letter^' 
in which I cannot prdTttme to think myfelf in- 
cludedf and yet it I, could fuppofe I wat» it 
would look fike - moft 'impertinent negled and 
unworthinefs of the honour that your ]ord{hip 
and. the Ibdety has done ihe» if r did not at 
leaft ofier very humbly to obey it. Tou are 
jdcafed to.fay, my lord, that the membersi when 
authors, have agreed to give copHes of fuch of 
Aeir ^ works as any Mray relate to the bb» 
jeds-of the inftitution* Amoiigft my very 
trifii]% publications, I think thete ire nontthat ^ 
can pretend even remotely to that iUffindibn^. 
but die Catalogue of RoyaLand Noble Authors, 
and the Anecdotes of Painting, in .each of 
K4^cii skfe Scottifli authors or ardfts. If thefe 
Ihould be thou^ wcnrtby tsi a comer- on any 
(helf of the fociet/s library, I fliould b^ j^csid 
of fending, at your locdfiiip's conunan^^ die- 
original ^idoh of the firit Of the latter I 
have not a fingle fet left but my own. 3ut I 
am printing a new edition in o£tavO| with ma* 
ay 4idditions and correQions, though widiout 
cuts, as the former edition was too dear for 
many artifts to purdiafe. The new I will fend 
wjiea findlied, tf I could hope it would be ac-- 
ceptable, and your lordlhip would pleafe to tcU 
me by what channel. 

I am afliamed, my lord, to have faid fo mucb» 
or any thingi relating to myfelf. I aflc your 

N pardon 



tetyt I but my han^'fB • Indk lame and. ihatingh : ^nik 
I>ffiK)t4d but ,iw^ite Worfe if I attempted t|fiaa«* 
fctiUfag*. 9 hsof f^eJionour Ja be> .wkit gfftat- 
refpedj > 

:- finir lotdihi{k^ jiioft obe^cilt ..v^ 



- J^. S* It^iiat. this mcmtfit (Wted into iiiq^> 
nptxod, my lord^ tlutt I hare Keard that ztm9f 
old ioaftleat Avbipiy, belonging aoid a4)Qjmji8|(t 
tQ the. Bnke lof.Ric^nond's houfe, mve 9Se^ 
ivftoric- patotiiigft or po#trait6 of th^i-aMiciiti 
limifc ot Leno;fu I recoUeA too, that .F^Uttff: 
Qbrdoh, fupenorof. the Scotff.'cbUc|{e atEit%r 
Iheved^me a.vdidlf |cogth of/Q^eea lb«fil 
young, and ivhichli^ belieted was j^auaied wlulfi 
flie.»r^^tteen of 1fcaiipc» . '>tier fitcMTOdino toiu 
tfie.origi|iaJ lettef OieiUdrotB.the.n^lit hcfdxe )^« 
^iecutf(»i,i fomo deeds of Scottijfh iing^ w^Jki 
oae.iof i^ng'(l think /Robert) Brucey lemsfrkm 
aUe iorr haij^ii^f no fieal appendant /whicby .^Hgi. 
tfaet Gordon fs^ waa executed in the timcsts 
his £b great diftxefs that he isas nofi pofiUlG^ ^r 
a ieal*. lihall be happy if tfiefeiboita 1^19^ 
afij^iaveftigatioa of u|e» ' .'^ 
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Letter. XL 



' I -rird not ]cnow, tifl I tfectivcd the honour 
of your lordfhip'd letter, thA any dliftrufl:iori 
had been given to your carter. I congratulate 
your, lordfhip arid the fociety on the defeat of 
that oppoiition, whicb does not feem to hay^ 
been a liberal one. The purfuit of n^tiotlalari- 
tiqiitties has rarely been an objei^i I belicVe* 
with stay Uiriverfity ; why fliould they obftruiJE 
oCfiers from marching in that track ? I have of-; 
iJth thought the Englifli Society of Antiquariei| 
KSve ^one oni of their way wheft they iheddlai* 
#ith A.dman remains, efpiecially if not difco*^ 
vercd.'wifliin ou/ifland. Were t to fpeak out, 
I Aofild own that I hold moft relique$' of the| 
Romans, that have been found in Britain, of 
}^e copfequencei unlefft relating to fuchem«: 
pferotafft5Tifited us. Provincial armies ftationed^ 
jfffo,remote and batbarous a quarter as we wer6 ' 
den^ aded fittfei produced Cttle wohh being 
i tn ^ijbfeie d; Tombftones ere£ted td legion- ' 
a#y; KfiBctxt and tfaeif families, now dignified ' 
bf tht^title of Inpriptions ; andban&sand ditches ^ 
mx TOrrdunded camps, whith we underftand \ 
sriiitH ^better by books and plians, thaii by fuch \ 
falift 'firagcfiettt^, are given with much pomp^^ ' 
and fdl tis nothing new. Totiir Iord(hip*s qew ^ 
fc^diitTort (eems to proceed oh a much more 
rational and more yxkfiA pla^m The biography 
of tlxe illuftVious oi^ your country will be an . 
hOtLOMt to Sbdttand, to thdle illuftrioul^i and to 



the authors ; and may contribute confidenblf 
to the general hiftory ; for the inveftigation of 
particular lives may bring out many anecdotes 
that may unfold fecrets of (late, or explain pa£- 
fages m fuch hiftbries as have been already- 
written; efpeciallyas the manners .of* the times 
Qiay enter into private bic^raphyt though befcnre 
Voltaire manrterswerc rarely weighed in gene*, 
ral biftoryf though very . often the fpiura^ a£ 
^onfideraple events, t {hall be very happy jt^ 
fee fuqb lives as ihall be publiibedj while. I xo^' 
main ^live. , - . 

J cannot contribute any thing of confeqnisiu^. 
to your lord(bip's meditated account of Jp|ii^ . 
Law. I have heard many anecdotes oi^hiai^, 
though none that I can wftrrant> particula^y 
that of the duel for which he fled early. I o^ 
the other day with an account in fomc Fren^ 
literary gazette, { forget whi^ of hiiS hayixig 
carri^ Qjff' die. wife of another xfiz%. I,^^ 
iCath^rinc; Law hji;s yrife lived^ duri;^ hispoxrar 
in France, in ,the mpft ftatply maimer. .^Tof^r. 
lor^dihip )(npws .to, be fure that, he died a^d ^ 
buried at Vemce. I have two p^ th)ree,.di^<r 
r^nt jprints pf .him, pnd an excellept bc^d.fii. 
him m cr^y;onsby Hpf^lba, the beA qJF her p0i>^ 
tijaits. Jt i,§ . c^rtginly very like^/or were, the ^ 
flowing wig converted into a femsje head-drefi^ 
it would be thefxa^risfemblanqe of Lady^Walrj 
lingford, his daught;er| whopx t fcp freqij|cntly^ 
^t the Duchefs of Monjrojje *$, ^n^L who has iy | 
no means a look pf the agetoVhich (he is ar- . 
rived. Law was a verjr extraordinary va^p jbut 
not at all an cilimabiie one. / 

Dr. Huntei^s magnificent future donatipa 
yill be a great additipn to'jtbe colIeAkm of . cu-^ 

nofitie^ 



I 






tiofides in Scotland » thoug^^ I fuppofe, not 
ihuch connefied with the puifuits of your f6- 
dcty: but it will gratify the thiril of know- 
ledge i#htch does your country^' mylord^ fo 
much honour. 

I (hall wifli much to fee Lord Hailes's life 
of Barclayi and the other c^. J?imQ9. Ift. when 
£ntfhed, and that of theregetit Murray. viMay 
I aflc your lordihip if therq is any portrait known 
t)f the iaft ? . . : 

I don't remember whether | ever told your 
lordihip that there are many charters of jp}xt 
Mcient kings preferved in the Scots college at 
Parisj and probably many other, cjuriofities. .1 
think- 1 did mention rhany paintings of tbe.old 
boufe of Lenox in the ancieift caftle at Aub'gny, 
Was not one of your countrymeni my lordt 
cohftable of France ? I fufpedl my memory is 
«rorfe than it wasi and therefore you will excufe 
Ittie both if I make, miftakes, forget names, or 
repeat what I have faid beforcj when zeal to 
wey yoiHT commands draws me into blunders 
or tautology. I have the honour to be 

Tour lordfliip's 
Moft obedient humbk £brvant» 

H0R«WALP0LBtf 
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A$IT. IV. 

* ■ , • ' * 

'S^oull anecdote concerning Lady Wo^ley 
Montague, containing the aftrtion — m Wheii 
the publication was about to .take place,. Ltwrd 
Bute, who had married her daughter, fent^ fot 
the editor, and ©fiered one hundred pounds to 
fuppreft tllem. The^ man took the ^money^, 

Eonaifed— and publifhed'^— is, a grofs miftafe. 
y worthy and intimate friend, the Rev; Bien- 
jamiti Sowden, of Rotterdam, who died dui 
mg the American conteft, informed me, iti 
fome of thofe annual vifrts he paid to Ipfwich 
(where I was once fettled), and to London, td 
the following purpofe : When Liidy Mary 
Wottley Montague was returning from the 'coni- 
linen t to England, fhe refided* lor "a While af 
3lott€rdam, waiting for a twenty-gun frigate to 
bring her fefely Over, as it was a time of war. 
During her ftay Mr. Spwden waited upon. her. 
His good-fenfe, agreeable converfation, .and 
fuitable conduft, were fo pleafmg to her lady- 
Ihip, that (be made him a-prefent of her man-* 
ufcript letters ; and, in her own hand- writing, 
;^fit«ftedjhwJbavitig given them to Mr. Sowden. 
Lady Butp having been informed (probably by 
Lady Montague's chaplain), that the nianu- 
fcripts of her ladyfliip were in the pofleflion 
of Mr. Sowden, claimed them of him. He 
confulted, if I miftake not, among others, 
^eflrs. Cliffords, the linkers. Lord Bute 
was acquainted with the particular donation of 



dieih lb Mr. Sottrtion. Ttsi givA§ ibfii«*u|^ 
wm ftill urge<f» At' Umgih- Itfeflh. CKfibrda 
and Mn Sowden cof clu^ii\g,- thi|t a proper ac« 
knowledgment ibr fp valuable a mahufcppt 
trealVre would undoubtedly be m^de^ t&e' let- 
ters were fafely contcycd to Ladj Btite. No 
ttcbiowledgment was made. Hie lefters^iifere 
(hortlj after publifh^i « aiMt ba4: i^l: ^W^^S^ 
iale. This raifed the fpirits of Mefirs. Cliffords 
aod Sd^dedj and fueh.* i|ieafures :.w^!^e ; t^l^^ 
that the latter was prcfented.mth three hun- 
dred pounds. It was'. at length dlfcQvVrocl, t\'\t 
a Scotchmaii, Hi^iio #as tfo^^rijby' tBK wft>le 
profits of the impreffion, paid the three hun* 
dred pounds. I remember^ that meeting Mr. 
Sowden afterwards at Mr. Fields^ the bookfel- 
ler^ the- latter faid to the former, if we had 
poflefled the publifliing and fale of them joint- 
Ijf we (hould each have gotten three hundred 
pounds. 

Your humble fenrantj 

WiCiAii Gordon. 
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%«Tiiif tak 11 £ur from hAng desurly toU. 
Perhaps for edii$r, in Mn Walpole's account 
of the tranfadion9 we fhould read hohfeller^ 
Tho matter i9» indeed^ of little moment, 
the chief obje^ being the authenticity of 
Lad J M. W. Montague's letter8> which Mr. 

Gordon's ftory confinns. 

• ■'._-• 

Seteral other epiftles concerning the Wa]{>oli- 
ana are omitted^ as proceeding on inere 
mifapprchenfic^i cnr ^fl^rence of. opinibn. 




I N D E X. 



tmm 



> » 



AJPagr^ 

N^Anecdbte corrcfkecf - - j 

Authors and Artiits - - - ly 

a caution to young ones - it. 

Applauie the nurfery. of genrua - 33? 

Anecdotes of the Streets _ -^ - „ 40 

Antiquities^ mifcellaneous^ - • /^(S> 

Armftrong's Works - - -. ^ j. 

Agrippinay commentaries of *- - 70 

Architectural Solecifm •-^ - 82-. 

Atterbury) his character '^ ^ (^cy 

Akenfide and Rolt - - - gfS' 

Authors^ remarks on! - - ioj^> 

Algarottiy remarks on his writings ' - it(2' 

Amorous Saint . - ^ . 128' 

Archite£turey gothic - -r 1.^2, 

Afie£tions» brutal, iiiftancesof* ' - 151 

Author, Royal,, another French one ^ 154. 

Armour, remarks on - - H5p> 

Americans,, their chief obje£t -^ - 1913} 

N 5> Apparition^ 



, 1 N D fi Z. 

Apparition, a real one, - * ^95 

Atheifm^ the ofTspring of fanaticifm - 205 

Ananas, when^cultivfited in Sngland - 213 

AppencUx . • * -^. -. - 21S 

Biographieal Sketch of 'Horace Walpofe • uc 
Bemis imd Fleury^ anecdote of - - 1 
Bute's Miniftry - - • 2: 

Bolton, Duchefsof - ' - - 12. 

BuUs^ the king of - - . - ib.. 

Briti& Empire, Mr. Walpole's idea of the title 22 
Bribery^ an anecdote of - , - 27 

Bons-Mots, of Charles II. and others • 4^ 
Bellamy, Mrs: her life ' - '- ' ' 4r 

BoHingbroke, and Marlborough - - ja' 
Biographia Britannica ' n - • 5i' 

Ballenddn^ Mi(& -^ - 7 40^; 

Bbok-Making * - - -^ 7T' 

Bolingbroke's Gratitudej - - ' 85^ 

Burnet,; Bifhop,, his abfenee of mihd cxem-. / 
plified - - - • gf^^ 

Bruce's Travels, remark on - - loa 
Bufts, a critique on - - - #4^ * 

Brantome, an opinion of hiis writings - ^SS\ 
Britifh Cattle, and Blood-Hounds - \t6C 

Books, Ihe fize of - - - - i6i^" 

lounging' ones, defirable - 166}'^ 

Beauforf, Duchcfeof, anecdote of' - 17R* 

— : — - — : ■ ■ ■ — anfwerto theKfng - ibi" 

Boffuet's Univerfal Hifl'ory ' - 18 7^ 

Bookfellers theiv ftratagems - ' -* 18^* 

Beard, revived by Francis I. - '-*'iiji* 

Buothouj Dukeof^ his ehai^after - 206 

Counteis: 






I 






' .1 - ' "^^** 
Cbimtefe of Coventry, her abfence'ojT'mind, • i^ 

ClcricaLgown ., ^-^ ^ ." ^ i -/ >) 
Conjugal affedlion *► •• ' - ; 3, 

■Wit ' '/-.... ' r '4 






Convert^ anecdote of -r - 1^ 

Communicant, an ignorant one <* ' ib^^ 

Court Politefle - - -11 

Convenient Courage - • - 12 

Cc^npofition, hours of . i» • / idp 

Cqals to Ne wcaftle - . - - 2 J 

Criticifrnj thoughts oa , - '.-. . 30^ 

Connoifleur^ . . ^-. . j^ 

Cheftet£eld> Ziord, anec4ote. of t - 59 

Coiruption - • '^ 0t 

Contradi£iion - ,- -68- 

Credit,, the want of - * "7? 

Cowley's Miftrefs - - - iby 

Contemporary Judgfiaen^s- -i^ " ' 7f 

Courtenay, family pf . * ' " . 7? 

Chambers) an epiilleta - 'r' 7I' 

CcUiniVBell ^ ' * -^ . .- " 82. 

Cumberland^ William Duke of ' - pj 
CoUfeum, at Rome, itsit^piendou^nze r . lof 

Cj^rical farcafin ^ - - , - 119 

CompUment elegant - - ' i'l 2 
Charles I. the bed fpedmea of his mental ' 

powers, - - - 121 
Cpmmandment,.enforx:ed, by MarfhalToiras 134. 

Cpncubinagej thoi^ghts on - - 142 

Cc^naro on health, oiice popular „- ,15s 

C?qiarino, of St Real, praifed - 15^ 

fcai:pets>, when in ufej . •- . •^ 'S^ 

' ' ' ehriftiana„ 



'J 



Chriftiaitti anecdote of* - - f6} 

Church Patronage^ Iiow exlenfire - 165 

Cburt Promifes , -- - - 167 

Choifltul, hk cBfimlEoa - ^ 16B 

Caftlc of Qtrantli • - - ^Sa 

Critics,*' verbs!, a ftrifture on ' - - ib* 

6hara^cr, a fingular one . • - t%^ 

Chaptesijt uiBoOlLsof Hiftory imprbpies ' 204 

Dbn Qaixote, Mr. WalpolcV judgment of Mt 

Dramatic ChaYa£ler * • - ^' 



— — — — Compofition, ftriflures on -" Jo; 

Diflenting Porttaits " - - jr' 

Death, modeft of an adre& - • ilo» 

De Callierc*k book; remarks dn - ^17 

Dante, a tranilation of defir^ble - ib.' 

D'HancarVilleV book a eridciftn on- • n * 

De Courey, tis pocmaaid gallantry •• iiftf' 

Devil, the, atikenefsof - - 1^50; 

Diary of Philip IV^ of France - 1 5Z 
tknmark. Queen of,, remarks on- her «oil- 

dua - ^ * j6« 

Drawing, new mode of - - i^r 

Democrats, n^ to* beficartl- • — 19 r 

Dubois^ CardlnaL ' -^ -r - a«>7 

^ ■ 

■f I 

Extradls ftxjm ILcttew - •a* 

£hvy,'naturaf to. the human breaft * 8j 

Etrurian Ware - ;^ •- tt?j 

Erudition^ remarks oir. * * ;- 104 

Epiftle^ fmartioT an officer ^ »' .M<^ 

Em ghatic 



I HDBXi. 

Page, 

Emphatic Reproof - » • 13a 

Equity, in lawcaufes^ rejcded - 134 

BrroTf aftrangeone - * i3<$ 

Embaffadors, anecdotes of . • - 149 
Eugene,. Prince, aSavourite of the EnglMh 143 

Effay Writing- - • - 144 

Envy, natural to the human breaft ^ 145 

Erudition, ihe folly (tf - • \$\ 

Engraving, modes of defcribed - i6a 

£jUra£ts from an uncommon Book • 1 73: 

R 

French JBuIt - • - rr 

French Tragedf - - - 33 

Fame, the chief caufeof •- "* 44 

Fa^ion, confuted by fa£ts » - 46 

Fontenelle, anecdotes of ^ "^53: 

Frederick Prince of Wales - - - 62 

Fox's India Bill . - - 66 

Foxj his talents - - - 7T 

French-Philofophcra -^ - ib. 

Face-Painting - - . - 7 ft 

French. Chara£ber - - - 8^ 

■ M ■ N ationality y - - loa 

Furniture, walnut-^ti^e andebony • 109 

Fei^ale. quarrels, opinion <^ - - iit>; 

Fools by profeffiott. - ' - - ir^ 

Frcanch- Royal Authors • -118 

' Fathers, ingenious thoughts of - vi^ 

Faihions, introduced at Verfaiiles • 1*34 

Friendihip,. a new proof of -^ --142 

» ■ n ew proofs of - - 14 j 

^ Fa£ts incredible - "'• • - 144 

Forgeries of charters - - 145*^ 

Farces, 



Ftfc^ whenwritten^ - -^ -14^*^ 

FroiflarQ a French poe^ of die 14th <xnT\ 

tuiy ^ . * - i*4«^ 

Fivobr, (Urine^ inftancesof, cfaBoe&oT ^^^ 15^. 
Farce, French, when written . - * iW 
Fruit Wsills, whcnfirftufed - - iS'4 

Fontenelle, aneddoteaof -» - 154 

Fifli in fiiihion - . -. 165 : 

Fi^ftival; fymbolic, of a Dutch merchant 16$^ 
Friendibip, ah art of ^' • a«3» 

g: 

Crdnealbgy, proofs of - ^ • tf 

George I. remembered by Mir^ Walpole - i &' 

Gray's Politick^' - - - «^^ 

George* 11^ minifters of - ^ - - 27?' 

Grace in compofition, a letter * - 34;, 

George* I. anecdotes of - - - 4«r 

Goveriitnent, maxim of - - 63: 

Gfa'ys, quarrel with Mr. "Walpole, &Ci •- 67 

Gibbon's, Hiftory, a critique on * 7 ji 

Germam, Sir John, aneCdotes^ of - 8^. 

CrCorge I. anecdotes oP - - pc* 

0ray, a cridcifm on his work& -^- loo> 
Gi^immont, M^moires de> miftakes thereih'' 

reftified - - - ia# 
Gbtdort, William, tcf the editor of the^^ 

Monthly Magazine - •- «tt 

" . - - . 

HbQis Mr. his publications ' - ' -. y 
HbbandNob - - ^ if. 

Ifiune and Burnett^ * - -. ^ t^ 

Uiitory 



Page* 
Ififtory of Engluidy Snii^let's - • 4} 
Hoadley, Biihop, anecdotes of • 45 
HWIibras, Townley's - . .* 51. 
Heroi(m of a Feaiant ' - -' 94 
Hurd^ Bifhop^ a. critique on h^s works - j^8^ 
Hiftory, the ftttdy of» ufefulto a ftatefxnan ro9^ 
Hieroglyphic ftatue - - - lit. 
Henry V III. fiis policy refpe^ng the church- 
lands '^ - - X2l 
Hypercriticifm of Lord Hailcs * - ih. 
Hardouin^ a madman, his literary opinions 1 28^ 
Human nature, the credulity peculiar to 156^* 
Hiftoryi thebcftkindof - - lya 
H^ry IV. domeftic portnut of - iq^ 

i Inanity, fymptoms of . - - j 

Johnfon, Dr. remarks oh his Di£Uonary * 25. 

Indolence an inftance of - - 2^> 

» -• . , 

I Impofitions - • - 32, 

I Juiitus, conjeftures as to his identity . - 49, . 

lot^delity - - "53- 

Jenkins, a tool of the opppfitipn ^ 96 

jiiftice/ the value of - - logj: 

I Jockey fiip, or an anecdote of -Louis 27. 122.; 

Illuminations ' • - -» 15$:* 

I I^es n.obfervatibn of hi$ Queeii to Lord 

' Stair - • - aisu 

.. " •* " . . • 

ijwwlPsprii&yyof'theTuris^^' - lizsf 

j Knowledge of tne world ** - - : ^5^ 

K^nfiNshd Republic -' - -"^ 19B 

-; *^ Lady 



m 



BBf. 



Lady Wortlqr Montague - - j^ 

I4etter8, Original - 14, 5<f, 73, 85, 93,,, 

114, 119, J22, 129, 137, h8, iS7> i^***^ 

167, 172, 213, 222, 

Hikenefs in Antique Portraits - - i^^r 

Langueifs Letters - - 103: 

Law, the trick of a Jew and Chriftiaa - loS . 

Legacy foreftaird - - •,.127^^ 

Latteiii derivation of the Word - 160 - 

LowCurniing - - - i6y. 

LeVayer, hisEiTays - - 1^4^ 

Learning encouraged • - i^6^' 

Lachrymatories - - - 206 

Louis XIV. the devotion of - - 207 

ML 

Monks and Fryars • - 4 

Metaphor, a pretty one - - d. 

Madam du Barry - - - ib^ , 

Miniftry, an innocent one - - g^ 

Myfterious Mother, obfervatibna oa - 2a- 

Mmifters two, anecdote of - -^ 24 

Milton, Mr. Walpole's opinion of , - 2S 

Mary Queen of Scots - - ib^ 

Portraits of - ' - j;o^ 

Methodifnt * * -* * 54 

Mother of Vices - - •79^ 

Mathematical reafoning* - - 8 p 

Marlborough, the Duchefsof - r » gi^ 

Montague, Lady Worfley,' her defence !of 

LadySundon - - 92. 



I K P B St. 



Mootcfqiueai a wilty reHiark of - 

Marriage extraordinary . 

Medal, odd, of Lucy, Duchefs of Pottf- 

inouth - - 

Miftaken piety « * - 

Metonymy, inftances of 
Monafteries, ufe of . « 

Mills, when introduced « • 

Modern manners - 

Murder of Mountfort 
Madame Elizabeth, anecdote of 
Marriage^ an equal one - 

^aflillon's eloquence 
"McTif the real value of 
Mifer, a fplendid one 
Miniatures, Mr. Walpole's coUe^ion of 



N. 



9« 



7 



109 
127 

141 

ib. 

17a 

ill, 

]8a 

ao8 
2ia 



Novel, a new idea of one - - 23 

News, a gazette of - *• 1 1 7 

Novel, of theCountefedeMortane - 128 

Naivete and Ignorance j - - 13a 
— of the Prefident de la Rofe, in- 

ftanceof - - - 148 

o f children, fometimes curious - .15 a 

^a rifible inftance of - - i6i 

Ninon de TEnclos, a portrait of _ - ao6 

O. 



OmifEbns not always lapfes - - 3a 

Opium, its good effefts - - 73 

Oath, emphatic, of a puritan - laa 

Obligatioiii oddy of the Duke Roquelaur^ 126 

Oath^ 



'Orleans and hisDaughttfrS) M€tio^ ^ 

Oppofitioh parties ftAdom tmanimoiKS -* ft^ 

Cdeansj Dukeof> his ambition «>'. 189 

^ ' .. ^ - ' . • - 

* ' ... 

Pifriotifm of, Wilks • ^- 1 

Pnie of making a Park a garden <-^' 7 

Pttn, ar double one • -^ ib^ 

»d»lctr Lord WiBiaa*; H* ign^aft€<e - 13 

jPttblicVirtue ** -^ *- - • tS 

Poftraksj fuperbr to the modeM •^ tp 

Pj^yfiognomy, temarks on - • 51^ 

Foftic%pochs - ^ » - - 2^ 

Frincefs Do Wger of Wafefif - - 4^ 

TopCy Innocent XI. an anecdote of - 79 

Patronage of authors, nowobfolete - 80 
Fdbe Mr; his condu£l; to the Duchefs of 

Marlborotigh - ' - Jji 

Paflfengers in Landfcape - -' Jjft 

Plinnant's Tour in Gheftcr - - ib* 

Puff drefs, a means of notoriety ^ 1^8 

Premattii-e. dhiW, atiidfea of - -^ 109 

Poiffanjes and Lewis XIV. an anecdbttfbf • 1 20 

Ptdverb, beaufiM - * T7j 

Pigdrlsr remaiits on - • * ^^^ 

Prejudices, a French beiijhvai^ oil thfe • • 

topic - - - - 131 

Preaching, fooliflinefs oiP - " iJ^o 

Puzzle, a legal one - , - 144 

Pluw/'remarks-on - ^ - 1*4^ 

PSetryy ancient French, an accountof ^ I'J^ 

PaSitiiTg, anecdotes 6f ^ - .itfi* 



^^c 



;^dlitick8| thetxtentbf in England * . i$4 

'Palatinate, "^ . - " • - ' &• 

Provinckl ProreA - - • - - 189 

Hfilip-of Spain, 'Abdication of "^ - * 205 

Piety, impious - , - - 2ii 

Painting on Velvet * ' - - ib.. 

Poems, the old French, reierrcd to in . 

pr; 15a -^ - ' - - 2li 



t >^ 



Qiinj-a wittiQifm'^of - - t 

Quotation, an i^pt one - - I3«J 

<|Jieftion, aivattfttlone . ' - , - 14? 

V • 

R6yal Favour - ' - - tf 

ItS&is, iiord, his condli<S on his death bed 9 

Robeitfon, Dr. his political opinion - ax 

Rctolutions - - : - - 3Z 

Rej^ubKcs - - - 70 

Rbftifay, Chevalier^ 'smdcdotes of - 97 

Rtdicute, not rhc tell of tfuth - - X02 
Rbkiance tongue, - . - -112 

RWdle-,- of a Wolf, ^goat, and^a cabbage 113, 

R^ou's tragiedy of Venceflas, remarks on ix9 

Rfeftding ufeleft ^ \. -^ . - lai 

Robertfon, Pr. miftakes^pf - * ''SS 

Reproof, delicate, to Cardinal Dubois - 141 

Retort, a fpirited one _ - . - i43» 

fthimcr; wheiTfifft known in Europe - i47« 
Richlicu, conjeftures Cf:fncerning his wri- 

^ • tings . - . - • , - i'i- 1 

Revenge, an ttiftanceof^'^ - * ^ iw 

Robiafon 



<■ 4 



/ 



Page* 

[kobinfoh Cnifoe, the new _f * ^ 193 

Rouflleau's at>furditie8 . * -* ^94 

Reynolds^ Sir JoQx}^ avariciofis in old 

; age - - - ai3 



fi 



S. 



Sqpabbley an ecclefiaftical one * . - 9 

Song-writing, remarks on - - 29 

Style, in writing, • - • 43 

Secret Services • * * 4$ 

Squirrels and Mice «/ • 51 

Soflblk, C>untefs of, anecdote of i» 60 
Stupid Stories ,- • . .r . 7^ 
Sacerdos, &c. parodied by Mr. Goftluig • 81 

Sully s Memoirs, • - " ^3 
Scepticifm and Curiofity - . * 8$ 
Swift, ambitious, and of a bad heart * ' ¥9 

Sentimental writing, a remark on * ^ 

Step the firft, the only difficult one * 104 

Spanifli etiquette, the feverity of ^ S03 

Selfiihncfs, an inftance of - • 127 

Semiramis, Voltaire's tragedy of » 147 

Seirres, Johnde - - • if,§t 

Sylphs and Grandouers, fimllar - 15; 
Style, meagre, a critique on ^ > - 180 

State compliment - , ^-^ - 206 

Str^wberry-hill) origin of >• «• -aid 

■ ■ ■ ' T..' 

Temper, a paffionate onej ^ • . t^ 

Tragedy and Comedy compared -v, 3^ 

Trifles,^ refpcdHng Mr. Walpolc •• 44 

Tacitus^ a Jeft^-Book by him « ^7^ 
:. .;l . ■ ' ' Talc, 



Talc, « ftrange one - • - * . g^ 

Tcftament, an unexc^tionaUe one, • 133. 

TVuth/- an ingenuous reihark on - ia/S 

13|iamc8 aiid Ifis - , * - J i2J. 

Tide, a fingular one . * ^ ill, 

lygTC -Nationat ' • - / - 17* 

Tbynne, Mr.'verfcs on - • ^ « iSi 

Two Perfons in one • « 900 

Tale, of Thomas dc St Valcry • ijt 

UnlYevfities, opinions relpedingtlieai « 4% 

V. 

♦ 

Voltaire and Addifon -^ ** 7 

• " ■ anecdote of -• * - aa 

■ and Rolt - - * 78 
' ' Letters, remarks on ^ - 163 

Virtuofi, their unprincipled avidity - 8^ 

Vertot, an anecdote ofj; •- '- -• ^^ 

V^etables, whea firi^ Imported, .. \. 153 

Virtue, public, where fejbe Ib^nd - i6tS 

-;., — "^n . ^ 

w? 

Woman, a longing one <- ^ # 

Weak Nerves -^ - . - o 

Walpole, Sir Robert and George I. and 11. 41 

■ anecdotes of - 6i 
I and Mafon - "63 
Whig, a modern one - • <5g 
Whigs and Tories ... ib, 
William III. chara£ter of - - <5^9 

Walpole, 



tVUpoky no author ^ -^^ • .,-'^\r. *7* 

writing, a Maxim of *,. •^ ^» - 111 

t^Tell-Doer, anepdote of • - %%% 

WaV« ainufcments of ^ m . «^ ibu 

^ihcs/ when imported ^ « . .• .hKF# 

yh celcr, infe^^ defcri^d f ^ «- 171 

iW^ttbcTi » common topip •- » 1$^* 












» : 



1 



I" 



/ 



.f . 



A; 



. .' f • ;,.-.» 






• ' ' ^ IT 













r 



/ 



• ^ ♦ • • • • r ? 

» ' \ ■ if 



V 



.-i 



f ^ ' 



' • . 4 . ' ^ . \'- 



I|^ .l^ LOi. .' '^.i.. -«^ ^*i-» *'- - • t ' A • "•* 



• I • !»* 












M 



y 



^ 



1 

^^^ 



^ 

^ 
/ ^ 






^ 



I 



i 




